Part 18- Solutions and

Economic Development

Another Takilma resident who
found success after settling in the re-
mote commune just over the border
in California was Kenny H. He also
found Sun Star from word of mouth,
after hitchhiking up in 1974. After
college and work down south he and
his wife Marilyn at the time were able
to keep their connection and eventu-
ally bought their first share in the
alternative country club. This led to
Kenny becoming a “serial entrepre-
neur” and buying a mobile coffee
cart from John and River, named “On
Common Grounds.” His knowledge
of the import-export business and
Marilyn’s experience from working
at Hammer’s Market and Captain
Mike’s Fish House, led them to buy
the business. He gives lots of credit
to Jeff and Karen of the Chevron Sta-
tion for letting them open the Coffee
Heaven Shop on the corner of their
lot. It had a small shed which had
previously been a kiosk for visitors.
Marilyn took on the business and has
created a beautiful oasis out of that
shed and a place where rock work and
botanical gardens decorate the shady
enclave of tables and a swing. Her
success as a business owner by sell-
ing organic coffee and other drinks
and products has been steady for the
last 20 years.

Kenny continued working as a
wood worker, making custom cabi-
nets, shelves, etc. In 2010 after years
of involvement with the Siskiyou
Field Institute and their move to the
Deer Creek Center, Kenny was re-
cruited to the Board of the Illinois
Valley Community Response Team.
This group was formed from a Clin-
ton era government grant to create
one of 33 Enterprise Zones in Oregon
which would help foster economic
development. Over the years Kenny
has worked with other community
leaders, on the Siskiyou Community
Health Center, the Airport Industrial
park, the Family Coalition Build-
ing and many other projects. After
the IVCRT changed into the Illinois
Valley Community Development Or-
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ganization, by forming a partnership
with Rogue Community College, it
opened a satellite office in the new-
ly remodeled Kerby Belt Building.
Now called the RCC Building, the
Small Business Development Center
helped people with a business incu-
bator program and a revolving loan
fund. Kenny has been instrumental in
helping others start small businesses
in the Illinois Valley.

The IVCDO helped broker a
contract with the National Park Ser-
vice, to run the Oregon Cave’s Cha-
teau restaurant and gift shop. It sells
artwork and crafts selected from many
local artists and employs people sea-
sonally, thereby keeping those tour-
ism dollars in the Valley. The IVCDO
is a real success story because it is the
only one of those original Enterprise
Zones which is still functioning.

Kenny is hopeful about the lo-
cal economy because he sees “signs
that property values are rebounding.”
Kenny loves his work in the valley,
but admits it has been challenging
living so far out in the woods. He and
his new wife Emily are able to spend
more time doing the things they love
these days. Kenny says, “Being able
to get out in the winters and travel is
what makes it all possible.”

Kenny is the drummer for Al-
tered States in his spare time and
plays all kinds of percussion instru-
ments. The types of music the group
plays has changed over the years and
now has a more Latin flair, with salsa
and up tempo dance music added to
the rock and roll. It has a decidedly
new age, retro flavor these days. With
Charlie’s guitar genius, Dave’s bass
and Donny’s trumpet, they are one of
the most popular bands in Southern
Oregon and played two Mardi Gras
gigs just recently. People wait all year
to hear them perform outdoors at the
Annual Sun Star Picnic; a benefit for
Sun Star’s fire prevention truck and
equipment.

As people faced different chal-
lenges, they also created networks
and friendships which helped them
connect to the solutions. There was
definitely a great feeling neighborly
support given to local small business-
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es and organizations. In fact, there
were many opportunities available
for people to diversify their income
through arts, crafts, local foods, mu-
sic and teaching their skills.

Other ways that people found
involvement and solutions in Takil-
ma were through bartering and shar-
ing. They created and volunteered for
events which supported the Dome
School and Community Building
improvements, while allowing for
an alternative economy to take root.
They decided to make the events as
fun and imaginative as possible, us-
ing the hippie ideals of solar energy,
recycling and zero-waste among oth-
ers. First an organization calling it-
self the Shining Stars, started having
an annual festival every summer. In
2008, the Barter Faire Committee,
(now known as Youth Empowerment
& Support) took over and continued
the 3 day music festival called Barter
Faire which still is put on every year
in the Illinois Valley. (The original
Barter Faire started out in Ruch and
Williams) This annual benefit for the
Dome School also helps local busi-
ness and tourism, bringing in hun-
dreds of visitors every summer.

The Spiral Living Center has
sprung up in more recent years to
foster the growing home gardening
and farming movement. To be able to
produce some food locally has been
the dream of many Takilma residents,
who are working towards a more sus-
tainable and self-sufficient commu-
nity. Indeed the challenge of growing
healthy organic gardens has been the
life’s work of many who settled here
as part of the back-to-the-land move-
ment.

Debbie L.,the Director of the
Spiral Living Center, started the
small non-profit as a way to “live her
dream.” She explained how she and
others, “wanted to help our commu-
nity to attain self-sufficiency with
permaculture, using lessons on creat-
ing a forest garden, with diverse in-
terconnections, to support more than
our human species. It is a way for us
to give back.” Her extensive home
gardens are an example of people
working hard at their dreams. One

of the programs of the Spiral Living
Center is called Toolshare and helps
people donate, share and borrow tools
which they need. One of those tools
is an apple press which can quickly
turn those excess apples into juice or
cider; a delicious reward for country
living.

Debbie first moved here in
1987, to have her son Jacob and lived
through hard times in a tent and a
small Dome, before finding her own
land. She started her small business,
Siskiyou Mountain Herbs, using her
lifetime of botanical learning and
skills at organizing. She creates and
preserves many different types of
herbal and medicinal healing prod-
ucts which she lovingly crafts at her
workshop. Not only does she grow
many of the herbs she uses but she
gathers many others and takes folks
out to learn on herb walks and teach-
es classes.

If her wealth of knowledge
doesn’t keep her busy enough, she
and her husband Steve also work on
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their “Frog Farm” where they raise
organic goats, chickens and all of the
by-products, like eggs, milk, meat
and cheese. Debbie clearly is happy,
even though she is often tired from
working hard. “This is poor man’s
land. We can love it because we can
choose it. I had to go through a jour-
ney of healing myself here, to make
myself feel whole. I feel cradled by
this little valley here.” From the look
on Debbie’s face, one can see that
she feels contented with her life in
Takilma and has found great joy. The
Spiral Living Center formed a group
which puts on an annual Farm and
Garden Festival in Cave Junction,
to help people sell their produce and
share skills, among other programs.

Author Kindi Fahrnkopf is a
poet and flower child of the 60s who
has lived in Takilma for 33 years. She
moved to Cave Junction in 1979 with
her husband and two small children
to open the Cave's Cobbler shoe re-
pair and Birkenstock shop.

Deb Lukas (left) at her booth and teaching a workshop on
seaweed ID, for the Spiral Living Center.
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Siskiyou Community Health Center
welcomes its newest providers, Abhilash
Makkar, FNP and Elbert Collins, MD. We
provide personalized, patient-centered
care to help manage our patients’

individual and family wellness needs
through all stages of life. Our goal is to
provide a medical home that focuses on
high quality primary and preventive care
services for the whole family.
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Tune In I‘riclay’s 8PMtol AM
with the SPACEMAM.

Classic Rock Folk Rock
Reggae, New Age Worlclbeat
Interviews, Live Music, Polxtxcal
Comentary, Satire, Obscure
TOPICS Metaphyslcs and
MORE!
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Abhilash Makkar, FNP

Family medicine specializing in chronic
disease management such as hyper-
tension, dyslipidemia, thyroid problems,
diabetes and asthma. He performs skin
biopsies, nail removal, skin tag removal,
laceration repair and Cryosurgery.

Elbert Collins, MD

Specializing in women's health care
and offers gynecology procedure
care and birth control options not
previously available in Cave Junction
including implants and IUDs.

An Affordable Solution for Quality Health Care

- Siskiyou Community
Health Center

2564\% Redwood Hwy. Cave Junction « 541-592-4111

www.siskiyouhealthcenter.com



