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FREE SEMINAR - Equine Legal Issues 

Sponsored by Sourdough Chapter 

Saturday, Oct. 16 at 7 p.m. 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church - East River Street, CJ 

Topics: preventing equine legal issues,  
resolving disputes, equine legal contracts 

 
Open to the public - Info: Dick Butler 541-597-4383 

Guest speaker: equine attorney 
Rachel McCart 

 

For more  

information  

phone:  

800-922-1025 

The Kerby 

Transfer Station 
 

is open to  

help you... 
 

Hours: Mondays - Saturdays 

9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

 

Oregon’s specialty crop 
industry is hoping to in-
crease its success in the mar-
ketplace with the help of 
$1.75 million in federal 
funds authorized by the 
2008 Farm Bill. The money 
will fund 24 projects se-
lected by the Oregon De-
partment of Agriculture 
(ODA) and an industry advi-
sory board — projects de-
signed to help a major por-
tion of the state’s agricul-
tural production.  

Funding has been allo-
cated for projects dealing 
with such issues as food 
safety, marketing, promo-
tion, carbon reduction, 
school gardens, and certifi-
cation.  

“These funds are very 
critical to a state like Ore-
gon, where a vast majority 
of our agriculture is based 
on specialty crops,” said 
ODA Director Katy Coba. 
“This program enables us to 
reach the diversity of spe-
cialty crop growers in the 
state and allows our indus-
tries to ultimately be more 
competitive in the market-
place.” 

Specialty crops are de-
fined as commonly recog-
nized fruits, vegetables, tree 
nuts, and nursery crops. Ore-
gon ranks fifth in the nation 
in production of specialty 
crops. In past farm bills, 
federal appropriations tar-
geted large program crops 
primarily grown in the Mid-
west and South, such as 
wheat, corn, soybeans and 
cotton. 

Under the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s Spe-
cialty Crop Block Grant Pro-
gram, each state received a 
base amount, but additional 
funds were awarded to states 
in proportion to the percent-
age of specialty crops they 
produce. This year, Oregon 
received $250,000 more 
than a year ago.  

A major focus in the 
grant process was outreach 
to beginning farmers and 
socially disadvantaged 
groups. ODA and the advi-
sory board found that many 
of those in the targeted area 
currently lack the organiza-
tional capacity necessary to 
apply for and administer 
grants. As a result, very few 

Grants directed to specialty crops 
eligible projects were re-
ceived from beginning 
farmer or socially disadvan-
taged groups. 

To address the priority 
areas, ODA designed inter-
nal projects to assist these 
populations. Projects include 
an integrated Farm to School 
and School Garden Program 
to be piloted in both rural 
and urban school districts. 
Another internal project fo-
cuses on cul t ivat ing 
“agripreneurs” to address 
some of the primary barriers 
to entry for new farmers. 
Funding is being directed for 
a series of events titled “My 
Oregon Farm Days” to fa-
cilitate relationships be-
tween specialty crop produc-
ers and distributors. Funding 
will also help established 
growers, including a project 
to help Oregon Christmas 
trees gain better access to 
export markets. 

“Many of the areas we 
are funding internally in-
clude opportunities for new 
farmers, direct farm market-
ing, food safety issues, and 
addressing major export 
barriers,” said Katie Pear-
mine, ODA’s Specialty Crop 
Grant Program Coordinator. 

The other 17 funded 
projects are external and 
represent a variety of efforts 
that reflect the diversity of 
Oregon agriculture. 

ODA has awarded 
$92,073 to a collaborative 
marketing partnership of 
family owned farms in the 
Klamath Basin to help pro-
mote organic specialty pota-
toes to retail outlets. These 
small, colorful potatoes have 
already become a hit over-
seas at targeted promotions 
in Hong Kong, Taiwan, and 
the Philippines. The grant 
award targets domestic retail 
interest. Additional markets 
will help a thirsty area of the 
state.  

“Many of these varieties 
have a lower demand for 
water and are ideally suited 
for the drought conditions 
the Klamath Basin is cur-
rently facing,” says ODA 
Assistant Director Dalton 
Hobbs. “We’ve worked with 
the growers in that area to 
develop varieties of spe-
cialty potatoes that are 
drought resistant, that re-

quire less water to produce, 
and actually fetch a higher 
price in the marketplace be-
cause of their specialized 
nature.” 

ODA is also awarding 
$92,500 to expand a volun-
tary food safety testing pro-
gram that started last year in 
Malheur County’s onion 
industry. About 90 percent 
of the Treasure Valley’s 
onion growers participated 
in the one-of-its-kind pro-
gram that tests for pesticide 
residues and microbial con-
tamination -- ultimately 
leading to a certification that 
gives the onions consumer 
confidence and a market 
advantage. 

“This area produces 
about 30 percent of the na-
tion’s supply of storage on-
ions,” said Hobbs. “We 
think this will set a very 
good example and do some 
of the up front work neces-
sary for other fresh produce 
crops to come on board with 
similar testing programs for 
pesticide residues and mi-
crobial contamination.” 

The Oregon Wine 
Board will receive $92,500 
to increase consumer aware-
ness of the Oregon Certified 
Sustainable Wine Program 
through online marketing, 
trade marketing, and media 
relations. The program cen-
ters on showcasing the wine 
industry’s commitment to 
sustainability. 

“Increased awareness of 
the program will hopefully 
create additional demand for 
Oregon wine and support the 
value of the state’s wine 
industry,” said Hobbs. 

“What we are seeing 
from the successful sustain-
ability-related projects is a 
focus on growing value-
based consumers,” said 
Peramine. “These are con-
sumers that are looking for 
more value in their product 
based on its attributes and 
characteristics, and they are 
willing to pay for it.” 

ODA will review quar-
terly reports from each of 
the grant recipients to meas-
ure success. 

“Overall, we are really 
excited about these projects 
and what they can do for our 
agricultural economy,” said 
Pearmine. 


