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Perimeter fence proposal at 1.V. Airport
continues to cause consternation

Here, There,
& Everywhere

IN THE SING - The lllinois Valley Chamber of Com-
merce free Concerts in the Park series will continue at 6
p.m. Thursday, July 8 at Jubilee Park in Cave Junction with
a performance by Eastfork. lllinois Valley Little League op-
erates a refreshment stand during concerts. And there is a
50/50 drawing. See the ad in this issue.

MIX IT UP - The Chateau at Oregon Caves National
Monument will host an All-Chamber Mixer on Friday, July 9
from 5 to 7 p.m. Chamber members, businesspersons and
members of the public are welcome to attend. Refresh-
ments will be served. RSVP to 541-592-3326. Special
rates for lodging and dinner are available for chamber
members and their guests by phoning 541-592-3400.

THWART THEFTS - How to combat identity theft is
the topic for a free seminar, sponsored by SOFCU Com-
munity Credit Union. It will begin at 2 p.m. Thursday, July 8
at Spring Meadow Retirement Home, 1357 Redwood Cir-
cle in Grants Pass. Attendees will learn “How to safeguard
your identity in a world of dumpster divers, mail thieves and
shoulder surfers” and “What to do if your Identity is stolen.”
Space is limited; register at any SOFCU branch. Phone
“Marty” at 541-471-8607 for more information.

TALENT ALERT - A talent show again will be part of
the 2010 lllinois Valley Lions Club Labor Day Festival held
Sept. 4 through 6 at Jubilee Park in Cave Junction. Ama-
teurs of all ages are encouraged to participate. The Junior
Talent Show will be held Saturday, Sept. 4; intermediates
will compete Sunday, Sept. 5; and adults on Monday, Sept.
6. Winners will take home “attractive” cash prizes, say or-
ganizers. The deadline to enter is Aug. 31. For information
or to sign up phone “Donna,” 541-596-2719 or “Sue,” 541-
592-2252.

NOTEPAD - Recipients of the IVHS Alumni &
Friends scholarships for 2010 were announced during the
annual breakfast at Jubilee Park on Sunday, July 4. Two
academic scholarships worth $2,500 each went to Heidi
Unger and Callie Harland; Clinten Robertson was awarded
a $2,500 vocational scholarship; and Chris Culver received
a $500 scholarship ... Summer story time at lllinois Valley
Branch of Josephine Community Libraries Inc. will continue
Saturday, July 10 at 1 p.m. with story-teller Morgan Jordan.
Regular hours at the branch in Cave Junction are Wednes-
days and Fridays, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.; and Saturdays, noon
to 4 p.m. The library is at 209 W. Palmer St., just down the
street from Carlos’ Mexican Restaurante ... Stroke and
osteoarthritis screening will be available through Life Line
Screening at Immanuel United Methodist Church across
from Shop Smart Food Warehouse on Monday, July 12.
Appointments will begin at 9 a.m. There is a fee. For infor-
mation or to schedule an appointment phone 1-877-237-
1287 or visit www.lifelinescreening.com ... Buell County,
a department of American Legion’s Girls’ State, has been
named in honor of Past Dept. President Ellie Buell, of Cave
Junction. Buell said that the girls in her namesake county
thoroughly enjoyed their week at Willamette University in
Salem ... T-shirts: *This is my clone. *| meet or exceed
expectations. *I know violence isn’t the answer, | got it
wrong on purpose. *Any way we can speed this up? *See
you all at my intervention.

LAST WORDS - “Partialities often make people see
more than really exists.” (Mark Twain)

<WE DOVIE SCAgy,

has openings for fall

Elementary ¢ Kindergarten ¢ Pre-K

A parent cooperative featuring:
* Low student/teacher ratios
* Foreign languages
* Music and the arts
* Thematic curriculum
* Individualized, whole-child approach

A community school for more than 30 years!
Call 541-592-3911 Space is limited

By SCOTT JORGENSEN

IVN Staff Writer

Concerns regarding pro-
posed perimeter and interior
fences at Illinois Valley Air-
port were aired during a 70-
minute Thursday, July 1
meeting at Anne G. Basker
Auditorium in Grants Pass.

All three Josephine
County commissioners were
present for the 70-minute
meeting with approximately
20 citizens, and Rob Brandes,
public works director and
interim  airports manager.
Also present was Randy
Kruckenberg, a senior project
manager for WHPacific.

The firm, which has lo-
cations throughout the west-
ern United States, was re-
tained by the county 18
months ago to be the on-call
engineers for the county’s
two airports. WHPacific also
has worked on master plan
projects for those facilities.

Commissioner Sandi
Cassanelli, who serves as
airports liaison, said that the
meeting was “long overdue.”

Kruckenberg said that his
company’s main mission is to
please its clients and the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration
(FAA). That agency funds
around 95 percent of all air-
port projects nationwide,
Kruckenberg said.

The fence project at L.V.
Airport, located a few miles
south of Cave Junction, began
with a different consulting
firm, he said, and was as-
sumed by WHPacific three
months ago.

Because of a number of
delays, the fence project is in
danger of losing its federal
funding, Kruckenberg said. If
contracts are not awarded for
the work very soon, he added,
the FAA money will go away
and the county would be in-
eligible to receive any more
funds from the agency any-
time soon.

The project bid will be
based on the cost of the pe-
rimeter fence, Kruckenberg
said, but won’t be a “done
deal” until the county com-
missioners sign the contract
award. The pact still could be
modified before then through
change orders, he said.

Kruckenberg said that
alternatives for the fence pro-
ject include installation of a
4-foot interior fence, a recon-
figuration of the northeast
entry to realign the access
road to hangars, and a re-
alignment of the road leading
to the southeast hangars.

Any of those alternatives
can be dropped from or added
to the project, he said.

Some Illinois Valley
residents in the audience
questioned the necessity of
the perimeter fence. Krucken-
berg said that to accept FAA
funds, the county must accept
that agency’s standards. That
includes a clear separation
between aircraft-related ac-
tivities and points of public
access, he explained.

An environmental impact
statement is not necessary for
the fence project, Krucken-
berg said, even if there are

threats to rare plants and ani-
mals. That is because the pro-
ject falls under a “categorical
exception” to such require-
ments, he added.

Gary Mosley, an LV.
Airport Advisory Board
member, said that the perime-
ter fence is needed to stave
off break-ins, burglaries and
vandalism.

Kruckenberg explained
that if the county drops plans
for the interior fence, FAA
might drop money for it, but
that the county can retain
those plans and make subse-
quent changes.

County Legal Counsel
Steve Rich said that if those
changes are too substantial,
firms bidding on the project
could object if it affects their
ability to compete for it.

But community members
used the meeting as an occa-
sion to express their objec-
tions to the fence project and
apparent disdain for Airports
Manager Alex Grossi, who is
on medical leave for the next
few weeks.

Roger Brandt, a member
of the nonprofit Siskiyou
Smokejumper Museum Pro-
ject group, said that the Illi-
nois Valley community has
been “sidelined” in terms of
input on the fence locations.
He said he found out about
the interior fence on June 15.

“We’ve been asking
about this thing for two
years,” Brandt said, charac-
terizing the matter as a “big
secret.”

Kruckenburg acknowl-
edged that the direction and
input that he has received on
the project has been from
Grossi. A majority of the L.V.
Airport Advisory Board
members voted during a
Monday, June 28 meeting to
pass a “no-confidence” meas-
ure regarding Grossi’s han-
dling of the airport fence is-
sue and requesting that some-
one else see it through to
completion.

Cassanelli  stated that
many persons in Illinois Val-
ley have been objecting to the
fence project for more than a
year. She said that the process
was not appropriate and that
tenants and users of the air-
port were not involved in it.

Rich said that the county
position is that there was ade-
quate notice and input.

Bill Gettle, an airport
tenant, said that the facility is
a community asset whose
potential has not been real-
ized. He added that some
investments at the airport
have yet to materialize due to
the lack of an outside fence.

Gary Buck, who also has
spent years working on the
smokejumper museum pro-
ject, described the fence situa-
tion as a “mess.” He sug-
gested that the interior fence
be scrapped completely, and
said that his input never was
solicited on the matter.

Gettle disagreed, and
said that the fence project has

been going on for more than
three years. A perimeter fence
is needed, he said, but the
interior fence concept has
been a “fiasco,” and has pro-
duced lawsuit threats from
airport tenants whose access
to their hangars might be
hampered by such a structure.
Kruckenberg emphasized
that all the issues of conten-
tion still are “workable.”
Commissioner Dave
Toler said that the county
board recognizes there have
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been problems. He cautioned
that discussing personnel is-
sues, such as those involving
Grossi, during public meet-
ings hinders the county’s abil-
ity to address them properly.

Brandes stated that offi-
cials could come up with a
better alternative than what
already has been proposed.

A walk-through tour of
LV. Airport is being planned
so that project engineers can
assess issues involving the
interior fence location.

$1.00 Used Book Sale !

Saturday, July 10 only - 11 am to 4 pm

ALL used books in stock $1 — no exchange program available,
no returns accepted, no special orders.

Book Exchange
228 N. Redwood Hwy., Cave Junction

near TrueValue in Western Plaza

(541) 592-3689

presented by
Illinois Valley
Chamber of Commerce

East Forkk

River Brewing & Pizza Co.

6 p.m., Jubilee Park, Cave Junction

Thursday, July 8 -

Oregon Little Big Band

July 15 Dale Hopper
July 22

July 29  Dos Gardenias
Aug. 5  Jefferson

Illinois Valley Little League will sell refreshments.

Sponsored by: Bridgeview Vineyards Winery, Evergreen

Federal Bank, Eye Care Group, H&R Block, Harmony Gar-
dens, Illinois Valley News, River Mountain Printing, Rough
& Ready Lumber Co., SOFCU, Sterling Savings Bank, Wild

Illinois Valley Chamber of Commerce presents
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_Saturday, Jul.y
Lake Selmac, Trout Pavilion

Admission: $10 kIdS

nder 12 free

Gates open at 9: 30\§ m.

Illinois Valley Chamber of Commerce (541)592-3326
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Local Produce
Baked Goods
Plants & Flowers
Crafts & Artisans

(Flea Market also on site

No Farmer's
Booth Fee

Opening Day
C *‘fl 59 7 -

21009
109

every Saturday)

Selma Farmer's Market

Fun Activities for Children &

Market BeetRoots Farm & Fiber

Adults
Suri Futures Alpacas
Miniature Goats from
"Francisce" the Clicker-
Trained Horse
50/50 Raffle

Live Music

JuLy 10 & 11

GRANTS DASS DOWNS

DON JACKSON RACING FACILITY

CLOSING W

EKEND

ADMISSION $2

SUNDAY IS FAN APPRECIATION DAY — FREE ADMISSION FOR EVERYONE.

*Must be present to win. Entries must be received before the start of the 9th race each day. See Grants Pass Downs for details.

PosT TIME 12:30 P.M.

SATURDAY IS OIL CAN HENRY’S DAY, STOP BY GRANTS PASS OIL CAN HENRY’'S LOCATION TO
PICK UP YOUR FREE DAY PASS. ALL FANS WILL RECEIVE A COUPON FOR $10 OFF OIL CHANGE.

“WIN, PLACE, SHOW

WE'RE GIVING AWAY

$200 EVERY

FREE PARKING
JOSEPHINE COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS

CONTEST”

DAY!*




