A one-month multi-
agency, multi-state investiga-
tion led to three S.W. Oregon
locations and the seizure of
more than 225 pounds of
marijuana with ties to the
Oregon Medical Marijuana
Program (OMMP).

The seized marijuana has
an estimated value of more
than $750,000.

Three people were ar-
rested, and additional arrests
are pending in the continuing
investigation involving fed-
eral, state, city and county
investigators from Oregon
and Minnesota.

According to OSP Drug
Enforcement Section Sgt. Jim
Johnson, approximately one
month ago the Minnesota
Bureau of Criminal Appre-
hension contacted Oregon
authorities regarding a mari-
juana investigation that had
links to S.W. Oregon. The
continuing investigation in-
volved:

*OSP Drug Enforcement
Section.

*Rogue Area Drug En-
forcement (RADE) Team.

* Medford Area Drug &
Gang Enforcement
(MADGE) Team.

*Drug Enforcement Ad-
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Pot seized in multi-state effort

ministration.

*OSP Patrol and Crimi-
nal Divisions, along with
OSP Arson & Explosives
Section.

*Medford Police Dept.
detectives.

*Grants Pass Dept. of
Public Safety detectives.

*Minnesota Bureau of
Criminal Apprehension.

On Thursday, Dec. 17 an
undercover officer purchased
65 pounds of marijuana from
two people on a restaurant
parking lot in Grants Pass.
That led to the execution of
three search warrants in Jose-
phine and Jackson counties as
part of the investigation. All
three locations are connected
with OMMP.

At the first location in the
100 block of Sheraton Drive
in Williams, investigators
searched a residence and
seized approximately 11
pounds of marijuana. Evi-
dence associated with mari-
juana distribution also was
seized. One person, identified
as Robert Bell, 46, was ar-
rested on drug-related charges.

The other two locations
were located in the 2500
block of Eastside Road in
Jacksonville. At one of the

residences investigators
seized approximately 131
pounds of marijuana, three
firearms and other evidence.
One person, identified as
Pedro Gavaliz, 49, was ar-
rested on drug-related
charges.

At the second residence,
investigators  discovered a
sophisticated indoor mari-
juana-growing operation.
Seized were 48 mature mari-
juana plants, approximately
20 pounds of processed and
packaged marijuana, six fire-
arms (including two assault
rifles), miscellaneous items of
evidence and cash. One per-
son leaving the residence
when investigators arrived
was arrested:

Jacob Thompson, 26,
was found in possession of 6
ounces of marijuana and a
firearm. Additional arrests are
pending associated with both
Eastside Road locations.

“This is an excellent ex-
ample of law enforcement
agencies, inside and outside
Oregon, combining resources
to aggressively identify and
arrest those responsible for
the distribution of illegal nar-
cotics in our local communi-
ties,” said Johnson.

Child Support services gain tech funds

Two federal grants and
additional matching funds
totaling $550,000 will allow
the Oregon Dept. of Justice to
make major technological
improvements in its Child
Support Program, said Attor-
ney General John Kroger.

“The federal funds will
make it significantly easier
for Oregon businesses to
collect child support from
their employees,” he said.
“This will not only be a
boost to businesses, but aid
our efforts to improve child
support collection.”

A $157,000 grant from
the U.S. Office of Child Sup-
port Enforcement will allow

the Division of Child Support
to acquire technology that
will improve the process of
collecting child support with-
held by employers. The new
system will be more efficient
for businesses and free Child
Support staff to spend more
time collecting child support
for Oregon families.

An $88,000 grant will be
used to purchase an interac-
tive messaging system to re-
mind customers about hear-
ings, late payments, payment
options and other matters.
The system is equipped to
provide bilingual services.

The federal grants will
contribute towards one of
Kroger’s primary goals: mak-

ing the Oregon Child Support
Program one of the most ef-
fective in the nation. The
grants also will help Kroger
meet his goal of improving
the business climate in Ore-
gon by reducing red tape.

The Oregon Child Sup-
port Program collects and
distributes nearly $175 mil-
lion each year for the benefit
of nearly 250,000 children.
For some parents, child sup-
port is crucial to providing
food and shelter.

Child support services,
provided by the Oregon Dept.
of Justice Division of Child
Support and county district
attorney offices, are free to all
Oregon families.

Mounds of construction debris nd huse-
hold refuse have been discarded by thought-
less persons in a wetland area off Golf Club
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subdivision. (Photo by Michelle Binker,
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DOJ hiring domestic violence prosecutor

Attorney General John
Kroger announced that he
will use federal grant money
to hire a domestic violence
prosecutor, and that applica-
tions are being accepted.

“The rash of domestic-
related violence demonstrates
the overwhelming need to
combat this problem,” said
Kroger. “It’s crucial that we
work together as a state to
reduce family abuse.”

Since the beginning of
November, six women and
three children have been
killed in a rash of family-
related abuse. The Dept. of
Justice is seeking applicants
for an assistant attorney gen-
eral to serve as the new do-
mestic violence prosecutor in

Good judgment comes
from experience
and experience comes
from bad judgment.

~ Fred Brooks ~

the Criminal Justice Division.

“The Dept. of Justice has
an essential role to play in the
coordinated community re-
sponse to the public health
and safety crisis posed by
domestic violence in our
state," said Sybil Hebb, direc-
tor of legislative advocacy for

the Oregon Law Center.

“We are thrilled that the
new domestic violence prose-
cutor will be able to lead the
state's best practice prosecu-
tion response to this epi-
demic. Victim advocates look
forward to working with the
new position.”

Where's the alarm?

Following are alarms to
which Illinois Valley Fire
District responded through
Sunday, Dec. 27:

Monday, Dec. 21

*4:48 p.m., Motor Vehi-
cle Accident (M.V.A.), Hwy.
199 at mile marker 20

Tuesday, Dec. 22

*8:32 a.m., Medical As-
sist (M.A.), 6000 block Hol-

land Loop Road

*5:03 p.m., ML.A., 200
block Gamay Court

*11:06 p.m., M.A., 300
block Caves Hwy.

Wednesday, Dec. 23
*5:18 am., M.A., 100
block O’Brien Street

Tales from

the Police Blotter

(Editor’s Note: Factual
information for ‘Blotter’ is
provided by official law
enforcement agencies. All
persons listed are innocent
until proven guilty in a
court of law. Charges can

be amended or dismissed.)
koskosk

Thursday, Dec. 17

*A caller stated that he
had been followed around
Downtown Cave Junction by
another man. He felt that the
behavior was suspicious.

*From N. Sawyer Ave-
nue a caller complained that
someone in a black trench
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SISKIYOU
COMMUNITY
HEALTH
CENTER

25647 Redwood Hwy.
Cave Junction

592-4111

THURSDAY, DEC. 31
Winter Break
No Classes
FRIDAY, JAN. 1
Winter Break
No Classes
MONDAY, JAN. 4
Beef soft tacos, chicken strips,
spicy chicken burger, ham-
burger; pepperoni, cheese,
vegetarian or sausage pizza;
ham & cheese or turkey &
cheese sandwich, turkey
wrap; chef, garden or
Mandarin chicken salad
TUESDAY, JAN. 5
Chicken fajitas, BBQ chicken
sandwich, chicken burger,
cheeseburger; pepperoni,
cheese or Hawaiian pizza;
Italian or turkey & cheese
sandwich, spicy chicken wrap;
chef, antipasto or garden salad
WEDNESDAY, JAN. 6
Taco salad, sweet & sour
chicken rice bowl, spicy
chicken burger, hamburger;
pepperoni, sausage, cheese or
Italian griller pizza; veggie or
turkey & cheese sandwich,
turkey wrap; chef, garden or
Mandarin chicken salad

coat was out front staring at
his residence.

*A Rockydale Road resi-
dent reported theft of cash
from his home.

*Darby Daniel Guido,
38, was cited on a charge of
speeding (60 mph in a 45
mph zone) on S. Redwood
Hwy. at 7:25 p.m. At 7:37
p.m. Guido again was warned
for speeding, this time on
Redwood Hwy. in Kerby.

*David R. Skilling, 61,
was cited on a charge of no
operator’s permit on Deer
Creek Road at 10:23 p.m.

*Quinton Lee Bracken,
41, was cited on a charge of
speeding (73 mph in a 55
mph zone) at mile 21 on Red-
wood Hwy. at 10:54 p.m.

Friday, Dec. 18

*A Ken Rose Drive resi-
dent complained that her
neighbor had shot her dog’s
head. The neighbor admitted
to deputies that he did so to
protect his ducks. It was de-
termined that no crime had
been committed, as “feathers
and other evidence” indicated
that ducks had been mauled.

*Michael J. Sullivan, 25,
was cited on a charge of open
container (of alcoholic bever-
age) following a traffic stop
on Redwood Hwy. at Pine-
wood Way at 5:17 p.m.

*Theft of a pump and
pressure tank from a resi-
dence in the 500 block of
Caves Hwy. was reported.

*A caller claimed that
poker machine redemption
codes were stolen from her
while she was at a Downtown
Cave Junction restaurant.

*Elizabeth Ashley Patter-
son, 24, was cited at 9:57
p-m. on a charge of speeding
(62 mph in a 45 mph zone)
on Redwood Hwy. at mile 31.

*William Edgar Morton,
39, was cited on a charge of
speeding (62 mph in a 45
mph zone) on Redwood Hwy
at Pinewood Way at 10 p.m.

*A pipe in the drinking
fountain at Jubilee Park burst,
and water was reported shoot-
ing some 30 feet into the air
at 11:14 p.m. A city of Cave
Junction employee responded
to stem the flow.

Saturday, Dec. 19

*At 3:46 am. a caller
stated that she’d gotten turned
around after taking the back
roads from Selma to Caves
Hwy. and was confused. She
called back when she realized
where she was.

*Four or five large dogs
were said to be running loose
on Hanby Lane at 12:42 p.m.

*Someone entered a resi-
dence on Illinois River Road
and removed a wood stove
valued at $400, a caller stated.

*A large boulder had
fallen onto the fog line about
3.6 miles up Happy Camp
Road. Due to concern that it
could interfere with snow-
plows, Josephine County
Public Works was notified.

*Norbert Emileo Croft,
46, was cited on a charge of
no operator’s permit on N.
Kerby Avenue at 5:17 p.m.

*An Iron Way resident
phoned around 9 p.m. to re-
port a possible burglary at his
neighbor’s residence. Some
people were contacted at the
site, and a bag containing 7.7
ounces of marijuana was
found, but no one would
claim ownership. And the
home owner declined to press
charges.

Sunday, Dec. 20
*A visiting bird appar-

ently caused an intruder alarm
to sound at Illinois Valley

Building Supply around
10:30 a.m.
Monday, Dec. 21

*Four new tires with
rims, valued at $1,000 over-
all, were reported stolen from
a Kerby residence.

*Ten storage units on S.
Caves Avenue were reported
as broken into.

*John Earl Borland, 61,
was cited on a charge of
speeding (70 mph in a 55
mph zone) on Redwood
Hwy. at Lakeshore Drive at
7:08 p.m.

*Becky Quarles Swinney,
53, was cited on a charge of
driving with a suspended license
(DWS) on Redwood Hwy. at
Caves Hwy. at 7:25 p.m.

*Sam M. Taylor, 41, was
cited on charges of DWS and
driving uninsured around 9
p.m. His vehicle was im-
pounded. The location was
not listed.

*A deputy’s interest was
piqued at 9:31 p.m. after he
witnessed the passenger of a
parked vehicle urinate on the
side of a Downtown CJ store.
Daniel Moline Wylie, 33, was
cited on charges of DWS,
driving uninsured and open
container. The passenger,
Jason Allen Estep, 26, was
cited for an open container
“for the open, spilled Busch
beer between his legs on the
floor.” The vehicle was im-
pounded.

Tuesday, Dec. 22

*Sometime during the

past two weeks a residence in
the 7000 block of Deer Creek
Road was ransacked, accord-
ing to a complainant.

*Some 24 feet of white
vinyl fencing on Idlewild
Drive was damaged by an
unknown driver overnight, a
caller stated.

*Someone in Cave Junc-
tion said that a young boy had
come to his residence to say
that someone was beating his
mother. Subsequently, Na-
than Ira Paige, 31, was lodged
in Josephine County Jail on
charges of third-degree as-
sault, fourth-degree domestic
assault, domestic menacing,
strangulation and interfering
with making a report.

*A Pinewood Way resi-
dent reported that someone
had kicked in a door to gain
entry to the house. It was not
immediately known what
might have been taken.

*A possible prowler was
reported on Briar Lane
around 9 p.m.

*5:55 am., M.A., 5000
block Takilma Road

*6:14 a.m., Flue Fire,
Forks Park

*8:50 a.m., Open Burn,
200 Aries Lane

*1:18 pm., M.V.A,
2300 block Redwood Hwy.

*6:45 p.m., M.A., 8000
block Caves Hwy.

*10:39 pm., M.V.A,
7000 block Holland Loop
Road

Friday, Dec. 25

*2:53 pm., M.A,, 900
block Caves Hwy.

*3:45 p.m., Assist the
Public - tree on powerline,
6000 block Deer Creek Road

*8:31 p.m., M.A., 300
block Kerby Avenue

Saturday, Dec. 26

*10:28 p.m., M.A., 2000
block Holland Loop Road

Sunday, Dec. 27

*6:51 p.m., M.A., 100
block Hogue Drive

Elementary School Lunch
Menu Sponsored by

HOMETOWNE
INTERIORS

592-2413

THURSDAY, DEC. 31
Winter Break
No Classes
FRIDAY, JAN. 1
Winter Break
No Classes
MONDAY, JAN. 4
Chicken nuggets, cheese-
burger, cheesy bean burrito,
totally turkey sandwich, garden
salad
TUESDAY. JAN. 5
Brunch for lunch, Rib-B-Q
sandwich, pepperoni or cheese
pizza, super duper sub, chef or
garden salad
WEDNESDAY, JAN. 6
Cheesy macaroni, big beef
taco, hamburger, turkey &
cheese wrap, garden or
popcorn chicken salad

Locally owned and
operated in the valley
for over 25 years.

Water Wells
Pump Sales
Installation

Service
592-6777

1470 Caves Highway

Licensed - Bonded - Insured
WWC #1504 + CCB #152266 « CPI #7-113

Member Oregon Ground Water Assoc.

Q

CCB 174891

Gold Greek Gonstruction..c

‘ B Concrete
=) ®m Remodel

541-531-6220

DAVID ANDERSON EXCAVATING

Licensed General Contractor

30 years experience in water, sewer & pipeline
construction, brush clearing, septic installation
& utility line trenching

READY TO DIG & AIMING TO PLEASE 24 HOURS A DAY

CCB#159580

Specializing in
alternative
septic systems

(541) 597-4486




