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Spent the past several days among internationally 
recognized authors: Whitman, Twain, Tolkien, Heming-
way, Dickinson, and Coleridge to name a few. 

What, you doubt that? It’s true. We were in San 
Diego County’s city of Carlsbad in a neighborhood with 
the following roadways: Whitman Way, Twain Avenue 
(near Clemens Court), Tolkien Way, Hemingway Drive, 
Dickinson Court, and Coleridge Court. And it’s funny in 
a peculiar way that I had forgotten how hilly the area is, 
rising from the Pacific coast as it does. You need good 
brakes on your car down south Carlsbad way. 

Had a good time taking care of our two granddaugh-
ters; Natalie, almost 7, and Ella, who just turned 4. Their 
mom, Vicki, had a chance to visit France for a few days 
under a bargain arrangement with friends. So we said, 
“Go!” Our son-in-law, Matt, is busy with work, church 
and other responsibilities, so we used our Nonna and 
PopPop skills to hold the fort while Vicki was overseas. 
Reminds me of the line: Going abroad? Come back a 
lady. 

Anyway, our adventures included a visit to the Mu-
seum of Making Music. It’s a neat spot, and the girls 
enjoyed it, especially the interactive room where they 

could wear ear-
phones and 
hear the music 
they were mak-
ing on various 
instruments. I 
tried the banjo, 
and decided 
that Steve Mar-
tin has nothing 
to fear. 
    We also ate 
at Bobby’s 
Hideaway Café 
on El Camino 
Real, which is 
now four lanes 
with traffic sig-
nals. Being a 
native San Die-
gan I recall 
when it was a 
rural two-lane 
country road 
with maybe a 
couple of Stop 

signs. Anyway again, my photo was taken at Bobby’s 
for posting on the Wall of Bobs. There are many Bobs 
already up, including those whose last names are 
Stack, Newhart, Hope, Blake, Duvall, Culp, and Denver. 

The café manager told us that when 500 Bob pho-
tos are displayed, there will be a Bobvention. Events will 
include bobbing for apples. Can hardly wait. 

Took some long walks on this trip, including one on 
Carlsbad Beach; ate too much, but had a great time. 
And discovered again that what’s worse than packing 
for a trip is unpacking. 

Natalie and Ella Kaplan at the Museum of 
Making Music. (Photo by PopPop) 

(Editor’s Note: Views and 

commentary, including statements 

made as fact, are strictly those of 

the letter-writers.) 

* * *  

Typed, double-spaced letters 

are considered for publication. 

Hand-written letters that are dou-

ble-spaced and legible also can be 

considered. “Thank you” submis-

sions are not accepted as letters. 

 
No Blackberry Festival? 

From Mark Russo, 

President, I.V. Wild 

Blackberry Festival Inc. 

Cave Junction  

I’ve gone over this plenty 

of times in my head. How last 

year’s nonshowing of one third 

of the paying vendors affected 

the overall success of the festi-

val. 

How nearly a third of the 

downtown merchants refused 

to allow vendors to set up in 

front of their businesses, fur-

ther hindering our efforts -- and 

how the free concert we put on 

in the park was only attended 

by a dozen or so people. Some 

nonprofit groups lost money 

supporting our community 

festival. 

I thought I could blame 

the poor showing of paying 

vendors on the inflated gaso-

line prices last summer, but the 

majority of the no-shows were 

local. I’ve also put a lot of 

thought into the fact that all this 

happened before the economy 

went south. Yet, even faced 

with the obvious, I  find this 

letter hard to write.  

This year, The Blackberry 

Festival was unable to secure 

needed financial support. Fire-

wood we cut on the Lorna 

Byrne project went unsold. 

Expenses to put on a quality 

festival have increased. I 

couldn’t with a clear con-

science ask people, struggling 

to pay their own bills, to donate 

more money to us based on 

2008 figures and this year’s 

economy.  

After much consideration 

and faced with an unreliable 

source of funding, The Illinois 

Valley Wild Blackberry Arts & 

Crafts Festival Board of Direc-

tors has elected to suspend the 

2009 festival. We regret any 

inconvenience this may cause. 

All we can do is be optimistic 

for a turn-around in the econ-

omy, and hope that our com-

munity will be more supportive 

and get involved for Festival 

2010. 

In the meantime, we ask 

that people instead support 

other community-based  

organizations that no doubt are 

struggling as well. 

Pre-fab Ponds � Fountains � Statuary � Birdbaths � Shade and Flowering Trees 

Don’t forget to feed your garden.  
We have in stock the world’s finest  

Organic fertilizers and soils -   
Down to Earth, Fox Farm,  

Gardener & Bloom, and more. 

in time for Father’s Day 

SB Compost - 3 cu. ft. 
Ingredients: beneficial mycorrhizae, 
forest humus, chicken manure, worm 
castings, bat guano, gypsum, kelp 
meal, oyster shell, lime & dolomite 
lime (PH adjusters) 

25870 Redwood Hwy.      (541) 592-3265 

Open Father’s Day  
June 21, 5 a.m. - 10 p.m. 

 

Come see our new building.   Drive-thru Open 

 

Remnant Sale 
 

Drive a Little...Save a Lot! 
 
 
 
 
 

Redwood Hwy. & Airport Drive, by Rough & Ready 
 Mondays - Fridays, 9 - 5, Saturdays 10 - 2 

592-2413 

  

T H E  C H ATE A U   

A T  T H E   

O R E G O N  C A V E S  

Located at the Oregon Caves National Monument 

(541) 592 - 3400 

Father’s Day Meat Fest 
Sunday, June 21, 5-8:30 p.m. 

 

Barbecue Ribs     $18
95 

baked beans, small ear corn, baked potato.    
 

Steak & Lobster      $24
95 

8 oz. steak, 6 oz. lobster tail, rice, baked or mashed potato,  

& asparagus or vegetable medley.  
 

Prime Rib      $21
95 

12 oz. prime rib, baked or mashed potato, & asparagus or 

vegetable medley.     
 

Halibut      $22
95 

halibut filet in white wine lemon butter sauce, rice, &  

asparagus or vegetable medley.     

 
   Reservations Recommended (541) 592-3400 

 

The Oregon Caves Outfitters is a licensed concessionaire of the  

National Park Service  

Mon-Thurs, 6 am-7 pm 
Fri, 6 am-8:30 pm  

(Dinner & Live Music Friday nights)  
Sat, 7 am-7 pm; Sun, 8 am-7 pm 

Downtown Cave Junction 

Taylor’s & Father’s Day — a good mix! 
 

Dad Pleaser Snack Specials:  
Pepper Sticks 
Honey Ham & Cheese Sticks 
Jalapeno & Cheese Sticks   
 

Bring Dad in for Biscuits or Hobo Potatoes with Gravy  
      ONLY $3 
 

Great, Value-filled lunches: Char-broiled Cowboy Burger 
(1/3 lb. fresh ground beef) & Fries ONLY $575!  
Plus lots of deli sandwiches, pies, & 10 beers on tap. 
 

Treat Dad to dinner Friday night & enjoy a big cut of Prime 
Rib ($1799) with musical entertainment by Tim & Michelle. 
 

OR take home some USDA Choice steaks or fresh, local, 
wild-caught fish to prepare for the Father in your life. 
 

Happy Father’s Day! 
 

 

 

120 N. Redwood Hwy.   592-4553 for reservations 

Bring in this AD for a FREE Product 
Let stylists Terri, Emmily, Donna, & Denise 

& Nail Tech Debbie work their magic. 
 

WISHING ALL THE FATHERS  
THE HAPPIEST FATHER’S DAY 

 

Clipper Cuts, Styled Cuts, Colors, Perms,  
Weaves, Frosts, Blow-dries, & Sets  

 

Services for Men, Women, & Children 
 

 
202 Lister Street #A, Cave Junction 
Mondays through Fridays, 8 to 5; Saturdays, 10-2  
Special appointments by request.   592-3123 

 

 

Open 7-days-a-week, 5 - 9 p.m. 
 

Steaks - Chicken - Fish - Large Hamburgers 
Restaurant separate from lounge 
Now available every day... 

Prime Rib & Prime Rib Sandwiches 
 

10% OFF  
ALL dinners with this coupon 

 

Restaurant entrance in back of building 
126 S. Redwood Hwy., CJ   
592-2892 or 592-4222 

Stanley 19” Value Pack 
Tool Box  
 

with tools:  
tape 
utility knife 
level 
2 screwdrivers 
price valid through 6-20 

434 Caves Hwy., C.J.  
592-3540 

$489 lb.  
(regularly $549) 

Dad would really like an  

Ice Cream Cake  
for  

Father’s Day! 


