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Bob's Corner

Someone mur-
dered our favorite
tree the other day,
and I'm still feeling
sad. It was a blue
spruce, approxi-
mately 20 feet tall, at
the corner of our
property. Someone
drove their vehicle
into it (up it?) early
Saturday morning.

| awoke upon
hearing a motor be-
ing gunned, but did-
n’t check, as |
thought it was just
: another yahoo from
e the general
Felled in its prime. neighborhood being
an idiot. It was around 2 a.m., | think; can’t really remem-
ber. It might have been 1:06 a.m. We hear a lot of car
noises, as we live on a corner, and there seem to be a lot
of people with access to cars and pickup trucks intent on
driving as crazily and noisily as possible. In fact, the “Stop’
sign at the corner has been knocked down several times
by drunken fools.

| think those involved Saturday morning were intoxi-
cated, and were headed east on E. River Street. It looked
as though they drifted onto the lane for westbound traffic,
went over the curb and onto the defenseless, beautiful
tree. Then they spun one wheel, likely the right-rear, and
made a large rut as they disengaged after killing our tree.

Which reminds me: Although the Cave Junction street
people, the so-called homeless, are a pain; at least they
don't drive their vehicles into people’s trees. OK, so they all
drink too much alcohol; some drivers and street people
alike. I'm well aware of the addiction of alcohol. It is a tough
one to beat, but it can be done.

We'll have to get the slaughtered tree removed, and
we want to replace it. It will be a sad chore. Sometimes it's
not easy to forgive those who trespass against us, espe-
cially when it involves “tree-son.”
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Letters to the Editor

(Editor’s Note: Views
and commentary, including
statements made as fact, are
strictly those of the letter-
writers.)
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Typed, double-spaced
letters are considered for
publication. Hand-written
letters that are double-
spaced and legible also can
be considered. “Thank you”
submissions are not ac-
cepted as letters.

Stimulus package
From Christine
Perala Gardiner
Cave Junction

Regarding President
Obama’s economic stimulus
plan, here are some facts that
affect us all. Early this month
it was reported that during
January, some 100,000 peo-
ple lost their jobs in this coun-
try, and the record number of
foreclosures is hitting every
corner of the United States.

Among other aspects,
this stimulus plan will create
or save 3 to 4 million jobs
during the next two years;
avert “literally hundreds of
thousands of teacher layofts”
-- and it doubles funding for
the Dept. of Education; create
500,000 green jobs and dou-
ble our clean-energy produc-
tion; and immediately help
unemployed folks get afford-
able health insurance.

Some economists are
arguing that it should be big-
ger, and they’re probably
right. But right now, this is
the best down payment on
economic recovery we have,
and it needs to be passed by
Congress. The issues being
singled out for Republican
criticism amount to a tiny
fraction of the bill. These
include anti-smoking pro-
grams that make up less than
one 10-thousandth of the
package.

If this doesn’t pass, we’re
all in deep trouble. Yet Re-
publican senators are lining
up to stop this stimulus, while
they gave the big banks bil-
lions of dollars of our money
with no strings attached.
Even John McCain’s eco-
nomic adviser estimates that
without the stimulus, unem-
ployment would top 11 per-
cent by 2010, the highest
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THURSDAY, FEB. 19
Pasta with alfredo sauce,
enchilada, chicken burger,
cheeseburger; barbecue
chicken or supreme pizza;
Italian sandwich, turkey &
cheese sandwich, spicy
chicken wrap; chef, antipasto,
fruit & veggie, or garden salad.
FRIDAY, FEB. 20
Nacho supreme, wiener
wrap, corn dog, spicy chicken
burger, hamburger; pepper-
oni, cheese, supreme or taco
pizza; ham & cheese sand-
wich, turkey & cheese sand-
wich, turkey wrap; chef,
garden, fruit & veggie, or
Mandarin chicken salad.
MONDAY, FEB. 23
Beef soft tacos, chicken
nuggets, spicy chicken burger,
hamburger; pepperoni, cheese,
vegetarian, or sausage pizza;
ham & cheese sandwich, tur-
key & cheese sandwich, tur-
key wrap; chef, garden, fruit
& veggie, or Mandarin
chicken salad.
TUESDAY, FEB. 24
Chicken fajitas, Rib-B-Que
sandwich, chicken burger,
cheeseburger; pepperoni,
cheese, or Hawaiian pizza;
Italian sandwich, turkey &
cheese sandwich, spicy
chicken wrap; chef, antipasto,
fruit & veggie, or garden salad.
WEDNESDAY, FEB. 25
Taco salad, teriyaki beef rice
bowl, spicy chicken burger,
hamburger; pepperoni, sau-
sage, cheese or ltalian griller
pizza; veggie sandwich, turkey
& cheese sandwich, turkey
wrap; chef, garden, fruit &
veggie, or Mandarin chicken
salad.

level since the Great Depres-
sion.

We need to make sure
the Senate takes action
quickly. Nearly 200 econo-
mists from across the political
spectrum wrote to Congress,
agreeing when they wrote:
“We do not have the luxury
of a lengthy debate over the
best course of action. This
legislation may not be enough
to solve all the economy’s
problems, but it is urgently
needed and an important step
in the right direction.”

Those who support the
Obama stimulus package
should contact their legisla-
tors.

(Editor’s Note: It’s an-
ticipated that the president
would sign the bill this week.)

Addiction vs. disease
From A. Reser
Cave Junction

Isn’t it interesting that
enough Oregon legislators
agreed that alcoholism was a
‘disease’ that they voted to
make a law that protects those
so afflicted to continue to
drink alcohol in public.

Yet, they exert their leg-
islative powers to stomp out
cigarette smoking every way
possible. A smoker might toss
a butt on the ground, but that
is preferable to his human
waste being deposited on
public property.

Alcoholism is not a
“disease,” it is an addiction
that results in multiple dis-
eases the same as smoking. In
a state of intoxication a per-
son can harm others just as a
smoker’s secondhand smoke
can harm others. If our law-
makers can do their best to
stomp out one vice they
should work equally hard to
eliminate the other and not
protect it with the label
“disease.”

Perhaps we taxpayers
can let them know about the

inequity of the law that pre-
vents communities such as
ours from taking legal steps
to discourage/prevent groups
of transients from setting up
shop on city streets and park
to continue feeding their cho-
sen addiction and life style in
full public view.

(Editor’s Note: See story
elsewhere in this issue about
possible changes to the law.)

Forestry Action active
From T. Peno
Cave Junction

I’ve been on the fringe of
the Forestry Action Commit-
tee (FAC) as a volunteer and
interested bystander.

FAC has been in the
news lately as an innocent
victim because of an em-
ployee charged with crime.
Do we blame the victim? “It”
happens to nice people be-
cause they don’t expect it.
FAC has reorganized its ac-
counting after learning the
hard way.

I’ve been impressed with
what FAC accomplishes. I
asked about weed-pulling
because I saw a patch of bad
weeds spreading. Not long
after, Susan Chapp and I were
pulling those weeds. I’ve not
seen this kind of hands-on
solution before.

We began trying to get
more people to help, and it’s
not easy. Last fall I found a
bunch of household rubbish
dumped in a flood zone. I
talked to Susan, and she
found people who could help
clean it up. This is action.

Susan told me that FAC
was started to try to get peo-
ple on different sides of issues
to work together. I stayed to
volunteer because of being
impressed with Susan Chapp
and her ideas. She is a deter-
mined woman with a vision
of what FAC can do.

I think that she is a de-
lightful and brilliant woman,
and I will continue to help
because of what she and oth-
ers at FAC are doing.

About deputy’s driving
From Sunshine Cook
Takilma

I’m not feeling safe
knowing that Deputy James
K. Geiger, of Josephine
County Sheriff’s Office, is
driving on our roadways. And
I don’t think that his K-9 part-
ner, Basco, is going to want
to ride with him anymore.

Is it true that the deputy
has wrecked two vehicles
since 2007? And why was he
making a U-turn on a blind

(Continued on page 3)
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Make your “to do” list

a lot more fun.
Do more together at the YMCA.

Grants Pass Family YMCA
1000 Redwood Avenue * Grants Pass 474-0001

We build strong kids, strong families, strong communities.

TTTEES

“TOGETHER, WE

17th Annual

FORESTRY ACTION COMMITTEE
VOLUNTEER

TREE PLANTING DAY

Saturday, February 28, 9 a.m.

Meet at the lower Forest Service compound.

Come together as a community to help your forest!

SET-UP
PLANT TREES
CLEAN-UP

Planting tools provided...
please bring your own if available.

A generous buffet-style, potluck lunch will be
available for all participants as part of the fun.

Please notify FAC of your
planned contribution.

For more information
contact Mara: 592-4098

“People Helping People Plant Trees”

CAN DO A LOT1.”




