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Meeting about O&C county funding held;  but media exclusion stirs DOJ complaint 

New board elected to lead 
Kerby Ditch Association 

Kerby Ditch Association was 
formed. Members paid dues 
to maintain the ditch. In mod-
ern times, smaller properties 
paid $50 a year and larger 
ones paid more, according to 
their acreage. 

Twelve years ago the 
Ditch was ordered abandoned 
by government agencies. 
Plans were drawn for a pipe-
line running from the East 
Fork of Illinois River to serve 
the same properties that the 
Kerby Ditch had. The old 
pump from Sucker Creek was 
disabled and parts of the ditch 
were screened by IVSWCD. 

To date, no pipeline has 
actually been built to replace 
the whole Kerby Ditch. Dues 
are no longer collected from 
association members, since 
there is no Ditch to maintain.  

The two largest proper-
ties along the Ditch, the Q 
Bar X Ranch and Jack 
Sauer’s farm, have run their 
own pipelines to Illinois 
River, rather than wait for the 
powers-that-be to complete 
the project. The smaller land 
owners have been left high 
and dry. Some residents rely 
on limited well water to irri-
gate their land or water their 
landscaping. 

The new board faces 
plenty of challenges in raising 
money for fund-matching 
grants and obtaining help 
from state and local agencies 
to move the pipeline project 
forward. The new pipeline 
would carry irrigation water 
to small farms, businesses 
and the Kerbyville Museum. 

Kerby residents are 
hopeful that they will be suc-
cessful in partnering with 
IVSWCD and other agencies 
to achieve this goal. 

GRAND

PRIZE
$20,000$20,000 Vehicle

Credit

• Lithia’s Grants Pass Auto Center • Jim Sigel Automotive Center
• Mocks Ford, Lincoln-Mercury, Mazda • Wheeler Toyota • Roe Motors GM

 toward the purchase of a new car or truck from one 
 of the following Grants Pass New Car Dealers:

Adopt
your duck today for the

6th6th

AnnualAnnual

RogueRogue
Duck Derby
Duck Derby

Adopt a
duck for $10

You could win one
or more prizes
with a combined
value of more than

$40,000GPNV  IVHV

Saturday, Sept. 27, Noon • Riverside Park

Proceeds benefit 

all four local 

High School 

Athletic Facilities

•Bill Thorp, State Farm Insurance
•Blind George’s Newsstand

•Club Northwest
• Debi Ashley, State Farm Insurance

•Dutch Bros. Coffee House
•Elmer’s Restaurant

•Fields Home Improvement Center
•Fire Mountain Gems

•Grants Pass Daily Courier
•Hellgate Jetboat Excursions
•Hidden Valley High School

•Home Valley Banks - all branches
•Jim Sigel Automotive
•KAJO/KLDR Radio

•Lithia’s Grants Pass Auto Center
•Mail Boxes Etc.

• Mocks Ford
•North Valley High School
• Grants Pass High School

• Noteworld Servicing Center
•Ol’ Champion Outlet
•Papa Murphy’s Pizza

•Photo Den Vision and Sound
•Roe Motors GM

•SOFCU Federal Credit Unions
•Venuti Group Real Estate

•Wheeler Toyota
•YMCA

•Durolast Roofing
•Illinois Valley High School

Adoption Locations:
Between July 7th & Sept. 26th

 • $1,024 - Hellgate Dinner and Jetboat Ride for 12 and          
 3-night stay for 2 @ Del Rogue Motel - Hellgate 
 Jetboat Excursions and Del Rogue Motel

 • $1,000 - 2-$500 Fred Meyer gift cards - Fred Meyer
 • $1,000 - 4-$250 Ray’s Food Place gift cards -                

 Ray’s Food Place
 • $1,000 - $500 Bouquet a month for one year from 

 Judy’s Florist and Gifts, $360 in wine from Gold River 
 Distributing, and $160 in candy from Cary’s of 
 Oregon

 • $1,000 - One year YMCA membership and training 
 sessions - YMCA

 • $1,000 - Gift Card Bonanza! $500 Safeway gift card,      
 $100 Albertsons gift card and $400 in gas cards from     
 local attorneys

 • $900 - Balloon ride for two and two nights lodging in    
 Napa, CA. - Mail Boxes Etc.

 • $700 - Outdoor Chair - It’s a Burl
 • $550 - Chiropractic Well Care from Dr. Edward Welch
 • $500 - Dine Out Restaurant Package, Dinner for two 

 at: River’s Edge, Sophia’s, Wild River Brewing & Pizza 
 Co., Aja, Miranda Mae’s, Blondies’ Bistro and Rosso’s 
 Trattoria

 • $500 - Pendant Necklace - Yanase Jewelers

Additional Great Prizes1st
Prize:

2nd
Prize:

3rd
Prize:

4th
Prize:

5th
Prize:

 $4,500 Lasik Corrective Procedure - 
 Medical Eye Center

 $2,500 46” Sony Bravia LCD HD Flat Panel 
 TV - Courtesy of Photo Den Vision & Sound.

 $1,850 One-Year Family Membership and 
 Spa Package. - Courtesy of Club Northwest.

 $1,532 Art Package - $650 maple chest by 
 Jerry Work, $89 llama felt handbag by Joyce 
 Abrams, $135 hand-beaded doll by Nancy 
 Hall, $150 wood serving tray by Mallory 
 Hicklin, $50 silver jewelry by Bobbie Blakely, 
 $333 bead necklace and jewelry set by 
 Mary Reynolds and framed 9 x 12 Giclee 
 Print by Janice Tompkins. - Courtesy of the 
 Southern Oregon Guild Gallery.

 $1,500 - $1,000 gift certificate toward 
 purchase of flooring or window covering 
 material & $500 shopping spree at 
 Fields Home Improvement Center - 
 Courtesy of Lippert’s and Fields Home 
 Improvement Center.

Platinum Sponsors

&
Presented by the 

Grants Pass Rotary 

Club Foundation

Name

Address

City

State

Phone (       )

Zip

DUCK ADOPTION COUPON

I am paying with (please check one):

Check Money Order Visa MasterCard

Credit Card #

Expires:

LUCKY DUCKY(S)

 (Includes 1 race entry 
 & valuable coupons.)

I wish to adopt

Lucky Ducky(s) @ $10 each.

$10.
oo$10.
oo

ea.

TOTAL  $

TWIN QUACK(S)

 (Includes 2 race entries, 
 1 souvenir duck & 
 valuable coupons.)

TOTAL  $

ea.

$20.
oo$20.
oo

I wish to adopt

Twin Quack(s) @ $20 each.

FAMILY QUACK(S)

 (Includes 5 race entries, 
 2 souvenir ducks, cooler 

 & valuable coupons.)

TOTAL  $

ea.

$50.
oo$50.
oo

I wish to adopt

Family Quack(s) @ $50 each.

LUCKY FLOCK(S)

 (Includes 11 race entries,
 2 souvenir ducks, T-shirt or 
 cap & valuable coupons.)

$100.
oo$100.
oo

ea.

TOTAL  $

I wish to adopt

Lucky Flock(s) @ $100 each.

SUPER QUACK PACK(S)

 (Includes 28 race entries,
 2 souvenir ducks, T-shirt or cap, 

 cooler & valuable coupons.)

TOTAL  $

I wish to adopt

Super Quack Pack(s) @ $250 each.

$250.
oo$250.
oo

ea.

 Simply fill out the form above and mail it along with your check, money order or Visa/MasterCard to  Rogue Duck Derby, 560A NE “F” St. #424, Grants Pass, OR 97526 
 or take it to any of the adoption locations before September 26. (If you mail in your adoption, you  will receive a coupon to redeem your free duck merchandise.)

 

Save $$$ Rent From Us: lawn tools, paint  
sprayers, carpet shampooer, plumbing 

tools, construction equipment, power tools 
and more! 

434 Caves Highway, Cave Junction, OR  97523 
Phone (541) 592-3540    Fax (541) 592-6841 

Mon-Fri 7:00-5:30, Sat 8:00-5:00, Closed Sunday 

ILLINOIS VALLEY 

 

 

AND RENTAL CENTER 

Starting or Growing a Business in Illinois Valley? 

Need money? 
Micro Business-Loan Funding Always Available! 

 

*Start-up, existing, home-based or other business enterprises 
 

*$200 minimum to $25,000 maximum   
 

 *Apply at the IVCDO office - 201 Caves Hwy. 
 

*Questions? Phone 592-4440 

meeting,” said Toler. “It 
opened some doors and be-
gan some much-needed 
bridge building. 

“Hopefully, this will start 
a dialogue with the AOC be-
ing sort of a natural transmis-
sion line. And hopefully this 
will move toward some real 
legislation.” 

But Maurer indicated 
that he didn’t hear solutions 
that worked for Southern 
Oregon. 

“Our solutions are not 
their solutions,” Maurer said. 
“We want to have access to 

timber. Don’t come up to us 
and say, ‘Oh the market’s 
bad.’ No. Let us have access 
to timber and let the market 
work that out. 

“They don’t value our 
livelihood,” he said. 

The meeting was in-
spired by an exchange be-
tween Toler and Wheeler, 
who met during a June AOC 
conference in Bend. Toler 
recalled how he was moved 
when Wheeler and a Wash-
ington County commissioner 
shared the perspective of their 
1.6 million constituents, who 
value O&C lands quite differ-

(Continued from page 1) strategies, exclusion of the 
media and other interested 
persons from the deliberation 
did little to assuage suspi-
cions about the direction the 
discussion would take. 

Despite the fact that the 
meeting was posted on Jack-
son County’s board of com-
missioner’s agenda, no offi-
cial notification was put on 
Josephine County’s calen-
dars. Smith expressed his 
surprise in an email to Toler 
and others on July 30, stat-
ing that he was unaware that 
the press had been excluded, 
and that having done so 
“runs counter to our practice 
as well as creating suspicion 
of government practice.” 

Smith indicated that he 
had asked legal counsel to 
investigate any inadvertent 
violation of public meeting 
law. 

Josephine County Com-
missioner Jim Raffenburg, 
who stated that he was in-
formed about the meeting by 
a “concerned citizen,” voiced 
his irritation at the lack of 
notice during an appearance 
on a KAJO Radio talk show, 

ently than do counties which 
seek to recover timber reve-
nue. 

“‘Our constituents view 
those lands differently,’” 
Toler recalled Wheeler say-
ing. “‘They see the value in 
the Nature that’s there. They 
want to spend time there. 
They have money. They are 
willing to pay for it.’” 

 “The problem is,” Toler 
said, “we don’t have any 
mechanisms to see that value 
in terms of money for our 
county.” He argued that visi-
tors use services, such as 
roads and law enforcement 
when they visit rural counties 
dominated by public lands. 

“Your value-set,” he told 
Wheeler, “in no way pays for 
the services that allow you to 
enjoy those values. Would 
you be committed to working 
with us to develop some of 
those mechanisms?” Toler 
recalled asking. “They were 
like, ‘Yeah!’ I think it broke 
the ice a little bit.” 

Though the meeting may 
have marked a first as far as 
getting players from disparate 
counties to discuss funding 

that, but I don’t believe I can 
do that. I’m looking into 
that.” 

“And frankly,” he contin-
ued, “we’ve got some folks 
who will really do their best 
to screw anything up. That’s 
their goal and their objective. 
And it would be downright 
embarrassing and very unpro-
ductive if Mr. Walter and his 
crowd would have been 
there.” 

Paul Walter, of News 
With Views (dot) com, has 
filed a complaint with Oregon 
Dept. of Justice, alleging that 
Toler violated public meeting 
laws by excluding the public 
and media. 

Raffenburg commented, 
“I don’t think everyone who 
attended it knew it was a se-
cret meeting, and some of 
them might not have shown 
up if they had known. I don’t 
blame the attendees. I think 
he could have handled it a lot 
better. 

“If (Toler) wants to re-
store the trust of the people in 
the county, you have to trust 
them with what you’re doing 
and not stay in the shadows.” 

the day after the meeting. 
“There was no news 

media release,” he said. 
“These were a lot of heavy-
hitting public officials at 
this meeting. You would 
think that someone who was 
interested in open govern-
ment would allow the media 
to be there.” 

Some members of the 
media, including representa-
tives of KAJO, KTVL-TV 
and Newswithviews.com 
arrived at Paradise Ranch 
Monday afternoon, only to be 
told they had to leave. 

For his part, Toler be-
lieves the meeting worked 
best because it was not in a 
public forum. 

“It would be so lethargic 
if every time we had to have a 
venue for the public to come 
in when we wanted to talk 
about something,” he ex-
plained. “Honestly if I could 
just say, ‘Media,’ I would say 
yeah, sometimes, we need the 
media in there. 

“Monday’s meeting is a 
really good example. If I 
could open it up and have 
only the media, I would do 

the West Fork, and ran 
through Kerby and Cave Junc-
tion, ending at Reeves Creek. 

In a June 4, 2007 report, 
Inland Rogue - Bear Creek 

Agricultural Water Quality 

Management Area Plans, the 
Inland Rogue Advisory 
Committee reported to the 
Oregon Dept. of Agriculture 
(ODA) on its work for the 
previous two years. From 
1993 to 2005, ODA and 
Inland Rogue Advisory 
Committee worked on creat-
ing an area plan and rules in 
response to the 1993 Agri-
cultural Water Quality Act. 

The local committee is 
comprised of Illinois Valley 
land owners and individuals, 
nominated by IVSWCD. The 
report notes that state and 
local agencies assisted the 
local advisory committee in 
developing and implementing 
plans for agricultural water in 
accordance with a 1998 for-
mal agreement. 

History buffs will recall 
that the Kerby Ditch carried 
water for drinking and agri-
cultural uses from Sucker 
Creek to farms and busi-
nesses in Illinois Valley, dat-
ing to 1887. It was an open 
ditch, with parts being a 
raised metal aqueduct, run-
ning south along a road that is 
now Hwy. 199. Parts of it still 
are visible from the highway. 

It provided water for 
Kerbyville and Cave Junction 
for approximately 100 years. 
The Kerby Ditch eventually 
fell into disrepair, and parts of 
it were broken or blocked by 
gravel, rocks, trees and wear 
during the decades. 

Around the time of the 
Kerby Ditch inception, the 

(Continued from page 1) 


