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Bob's Corner

The editor was attacked this week by a horde of raving
allergens, which are being beaten back arap (as rapidly as
possible). As part of his physical and emotional recupera-
tion, he offers the following, which a friend, Molly McGuire,
sent from California:

The Washington Post’s Mensa Invitational asked read-
ers to take any dictionary word, alter it by adding, subtract-
ing, or changing one letter, and supply a new definition.
Here are the 2005 winners.

1. Intaxication: Euphoria at getting a tax refund, which
lasts until you realize it was your money to start with.

2. Reintarnation: Coming back to life as a hillbilly.

3. Bozone: The substance surrounding stupid people
that stops bright ideas from penetrating. The bozone layer,
unfortunately, shows little sign of breaking down anytime
soon.

4. Cashtration: The act of buying a house, rendering
the subject financially impotent for an indefinite period.

5. Giraffiti: Vandalism spray-painted very, very high.

6. Sarchasm: The gulf between the author of sarcastic
wit and the person who doesn’t get it.

7. Inoculatte: To take coffee intravenously when you
are running late.

8. Hipatitis: Terminal coolness.

9. Osteopornosis: A degenerate disease.
got extra credit.)

10. Karmageddon: It's like, when everybody is send-
ing off all these really bad vibes, right? And then, like, the
Earth explodes and it’s, like, a serious bummer.

11. Decafalon: The grueling event of getting through
the day consuming only food and beverages that are good
for you.

12. Glibido: All talk and no action.

13. Dopeler effect: The tendency of stupid ideas to
seem smarter when they come at you rapidly.

14. Arachnoleptic fit: The frantic dance performed
just after you’ve accidentally walked through a spider web.

15. Beelzebug: Satan in the form of a mosquito that
gets into your bedroom at 3 in the morning and cannot be
cast out.

16. Caterpallor: The color you turn after finding half a
worm in the fruit you're eating.

And The #1 pick:

17. Ignoranus: A person who’s both stupid and a jerk.
(Editor’s Note: For full disclosure -- | changed the last word
of the preceding sentence.)
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Concealed-Carry Handgun Classes...
...being held right here in Cave Junction!

Women only classes available Il
Limited seating - Classes filling fast '<

Phone NOW! 592-6692 (home) =
or 660-9824 (cell) |]
v

Steven Mohr, NRA Instructor Reliance Concepts
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To thank all those who have supported affordable golf
here in our valley, we are offering these specials, now
through June 30, on any day designated "Open-Play"

(9-hole minimum):

e Students and staff from local schools (with ID)
50¢ per hole, seniors 65+ 75¢ per hole,
others $1 per hole

e Rent a cart, single or shared $1 per hole,
pull cart or clubs $1 per round

o Small bucket of range balls $1
e Hot dog or domestic beer $1 each

Ask about our Super '/ Price
Membership Offer!

Call 592-3151 for details
and tee times
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Letters to the Editor

(Editor’s Note: Views
and commentary, including
statements made as fact, are
strictly those of the letter-
writers.)
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Typed, double-spaced
letters written solely to this
newspaper are considered
for publication. Hand-
written letters that are dou-
ble-spaced and legible also
can be considered. “Thank
you” submissions are not

accepted as letters.
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Thug mentality
From Andrea L. Thomas
Cave Junction

I am appalled at the re-
sponse of this community to
the thug mentality displayed
by the youth responsible for
savagely beating other human
beings during Memorial
Weekend.

The debate over whether
the wrestling team or some
members of the team were
involved distracts from the
problem that we, as a com-
munity, have to solve.

The problem which
needs our attention is that a
number of young people in
this town believe that com-
mitting acts of physical vio-
lence, vandalism, and thiev-
ery is OK. In other words, we
as adults have failed to teach
the lessons of distinguishing
right from wrong and that
obeying the laws is an essen-
tial part of a civilized society.

Some of the steps not
taken as the events of that
night unfolded are as follows:

The school administra-
tors should have immediately
issued a strong condemnation
of this behavior instead of
taking themselves out of the
equation by saying “it was a
law  enforcement matter.”
They should not have mini-
mized the situation by saying
“this handful of kids just
made a mistake.”

The coaches should have
issued a strong condemnation
of this behavior instead of
whining about the wrestling
team being blamed “and not
football or track.”

The city should have is-
sued a strong condemnation of
this behavior instead of blam-
ing the establishment where
the beatings took place.

Law enforcement made
serious errors in judgment
when responding to the first
call and not planning for the
inevitable second call.

Until there are conse-
quences for this aberrant be-
havior the problem will only
escalate. We can point the
fingers of blame all we want,
but that will never solve our
problem.

‘Guilt By Association’ view
From April Fisher
Cave Junction

I was outraged when
reading the June 4 issue of
lllinois Valley News. It’s
unfair to crucify Jay Miller
for the actions of a group of
kids, most 18 years old and
old enough to know better.

Jay Miller is an out-
standing coach and role
model for the wrestling team
and our kids in general. For
Miller to give any statements
about what transpired would
be hearsay and speculation.
Miller wasn’t there.

Miller has dedicated
years to this community and
to our youth. During the
wrestling season, when he
does have “some” control
over their behavior, there are
very specific rules and guide-
lines that the team is required

to follow. I have witnessed
the suspension of team mem-
bers who have suffered the
consequences by not follow-
ing those rules.

In the June 4 issue, Dave
Korrell wrote, “I realize that
the whole team was not in-
volved. But let’s face it, the
whole team, including Jay
Miller know who was.” The
whole team, nor their coach,
were not present and would
be reckless speculating who
was there or to make state-
ments about events they have
no firsthand knowledge of.
You might as well hold the
football, basketball and track
coaches just as responsible.

If the young men were
involved in any other school
or community activities, add
them to the list. While we’re
at it, add the teachers and
school administrators. See
how this is going. The list
could go on and on.

Korrell wrote, “Miller
should step up, tell what he
knows, and punish the guilty
for the sake of the innocent.”
I’'m sure that Jay is flattered
that Korrell thinks he has that
much control, but I thought
that’s what we had police and
a court system for. Is Korrell
suggesting that he play judge,
jury and executioner?

As it is, there are many
versions of the incident going
around. One of the versions
includes the bouncers telling
the kids to come back at 2
a.m. and they would deal with
them at that time. So if the
bouncers would have been
the victors in this confronta-
tion, would we be hearing
about it now?

The asserted fact, that in
such a small community, if
these kids were allowed to
enter the establishment and
actually be served, and no
one recognized them as high
school students, is surprising
to me. If you truly need to
blame someone, blame the
people involved.

Korrell wrote, “He
should use that influence to
guide them down the right
path. To a degree, their future
is in his hands.” What hap-
pened to the role of the par-
ents, and/or guardians? I am
in no way condoning the ac-
tions of these individuals, but
if my child would have been
involved there is no one I
would be blaming or pointing
the finger at besides myself
and my child.

We are lucky to have
volunteers coming into our
school and so freely giving of
their time to our children.
You start down this road and
you can kiss that good-bye.
Who is going to want to vol-
unteer to work with your kids
if they are held to this ridicu-
lous standard?

Korrell wrote, “I do not
blame Miller or the wrestling
team for the attack.” Every-
thing in the letter was a
pointed finger at Miller and
the wrestling team.

Volunteers are few and
far between. They give hun-
dreds of hours away from
their own families to be there
for ours. If anyone doesn’t
feel like enough is being
done, they should get out
there and do some volunteer-
ing themselves. How many
sit at home while their kids
are at practice being coached
by these volunteers? How
many dedicate even five
hours a week to helping these
coaches?

These coaches donate
more than 30 hours a week
during practice and tourna-
ment play. All of this after

working their full-time jobs,
and some want to hold them
now responsible for these
kids® futures too. Look in the
mirror. Each of us is responsi-
ble for giving to all the kids in
this community, and yet it’s
been put in the hands of a few.
True change isn’t going
to happen in this community
unless we all get involved.
This incident will be dealt
with through our court system
and hopefully in the homes.
This reckless attack on spe-
cific individuals for the ac-
tions of young men who are
capable of making their own
decisions needs to stop.

‘The Blame Game’
From Debbie Wilson
Cave Junction

My family has lived in
Southern Oregon since the
early 1900s. My family
history includes one of the
pioneers of the Rogue River.

I have raised three
wonderful and successful
children and worked a suc-
cessful business, all right here
in Southern Oregon.

Although I lived my life
in Grants Pass, I moved to
Kerby four years ago, and
work in Cave Junction. It has
been a cultural experience for
me out here; a positive one |
might add, as a person isn’t
whole until they have experi-
enced some diversity. There
are truly all walks of life and
cultures in our Illinois Valley.

This brings me to the
subject of the infamous Art’s
Red Garter. I had heard of
this place many years before
moving out here. In this place
of business you literally see
all walks of life, lots of good
and a few bad who abuse the
privilege of being there.
These “abusers” are appar-
ently ruining it for all.

If we did not have this
only location to have dancing,
music, alumni parties,
teacher parties, birthdays, and
bachelorette parties, we, who
enjoy a fun evening that in-
cludes music, would have no
place here worth going to for
a good time. The few who are
really bad would just pick
another bar in this same town
to cause trouble.

I have gone to only a few
bars in my life. My partner
and I do not go out to
drink. When I go out, I go to
dance floors and maybe have
a couple of drinks but my
partner doesn’t drink at all, so
there is always a designated
driver. Moving from Grants
Pass, (where there are a cou-
ple of dance floors and Med-
ford not being too far out of
the way) it was really hard on
me as just to drive to Grants
Pass is a 60-mile round trip.

So now, if I am going to
resume my passion, I need to
explore local possibilities.
When I and my other began
to explore The Garter it was
on the one weekend a month
when the band Lavender Blue
plays there. They are all
friends of ours, and they play

a very diverse music
list. 1 am a very diverse
dancer.

To continue, our first
couple of years experiencing
The Garter were exciting
to say the least. We knew to
get there early, then leave
around midnight as that was
when the unsavory would
start their infiltration. The
bouncers that were there at
that time knew too many of
these individuals and would
be overly relaxed rather then
watchful.

Then all of a sudden,
approximately 18 months
ago, there were new bouncers
and surveillance cameras. We
didn’t even notice what time
it was anymore. I get to
dance my heart out. We
watched as these great secu-
rity people escorted rowdies
out, refused admittance to
disorderly persons and really
took care of business.

What The Garter did was
respond exactly as suggested
by OLCC to correct the
problems they were experi-
encing. Stop playing the
blame game. The Garter
never tried to shift blame or
deny there were problems.
They took steps to be a better
member of the business com-
munity.

The Garter is doing a
great job of serving an impor-
tant purpose in our commu-
nity by giving us such a won-
der venue. To take away this
because of the few trouble-
makers, well, it’s like blam-
ing the entire wrestling team
for the actions of a few trou-
blemakers.

Merlin for Merlin
From Christopher Smith
Cave Junction

In response to Holger T.
Sommer’s letter to the editor
(“How safe is Cave Junc-
tion?” -- Illinois Valley News,
June 4), 1 have to ask just
how much time does this guy
have on his hands to waste?

Why would a Merlin
resident care or comment on
the status of the city of Cave
Junction? Does Sommer plan
to relocate to Cave Junction?

I find it interesting and
funny his description of a
“civilized” community. He
wrote, “Urban services and
facilities like water, sewer,
road, fire and police protec-
tion are mandatory for
‘civilized” communities.”
Correct me if I’'m wrong, but
the last time I checked, the
community of Merlin did not
have a police department and
was patrolled just like Cave
Junction by the Josephine
County Sheriff’s Office.

I frequently see Som-
mer’s name in newspaper
articles related to local gov-
ernment meetings. Whether
or not I agree with anyone’s
views, [ applaud someone
wanting to take an active role
in their community.

I wish I had the time that
Sommer does to attend practi-

(Continued on page 3)

Smoke-free Sundays
A No smoking in the bar

2 ,' . Texas Hold ‘em
f pm

Headers Tavem Selma 597-4100
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Large selection of carpet & vinyl
at bargain prices!

Drive a little...Save a lot!

New location:
Redwood Hwy. & Airport Drive, by Rough & Ready
Mondays - Fridays, 9 - 5, Saturdays 10 - 2
592-2413
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