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Bob's Corner

There are many plots and such for “making money,”
but it seems that such schemes often are not lawful. Or as
one man lamented, “Everything | like is either fattening,
illegal or immoral.”

Another man claimed that his uncle was doing great,
making big money. Unfortunately, it was approximately a
half-inch too big. Where is this going? Not sure, but it feels
OK to keep typing.

Some of us “Newsies” were talking recently about how to
financially help Josephine County and the city of Cave Junc-
tion. One idea is to turn the whole county into an amusement
park and charge admission. However, we were unable to de-
vise the proper details, and who would serve as clowns, and
so that idea (for now) will end on a somewhat unfinished note,
similar to Rocky & Bullwinkle’s “Fractured Fairy Tales.”

It's always seemed to me that we could raise enough
money to keep the county and other agencies afloat (no
pun intended after last week’s deluge) if we simply asked
everyone driving through Cave Junction to donate $1.
We’d see thousand$ of bucks. However, it seems unlikely
that those driving through would appreciate the fund-raiser.
Could we sell them raffle tickets?

Here’s another subject: A friend asked me awhile back
if | had ever written a book. Well, yes and no. I'm sure that
if all the stories I've written during the past 40 years were
culled, compiled and sanitized, there would be enough for
a book. Maybe. Would you buy a copy?

Actually, as news editor, and then editor and publisher
of “Curry Coastal Pilot” in Brookings before lighting in llli-
nois Valley 20 years ago, | wrote a “Bob’s Corner” type of
column. It was called “Compass Points.” And at one point, |
assembled a number of those columns, and some | had
written while in San Diego, and put them into a “bookette.”
Sold a few copies. Still have some, somewhere; don’t
know where. You know, they’re in a box.

Well, that’s enough for this week. | was going to hum-
bly outline some of the stories and columns from my fan-
tastic journalism career so far, but I've got a tickle in my
throat and am going to go home and rest.

But wait, | just recalled another happening, from last
week: The Strange & Frustrating Case of the Missing Wal-
let. Jan had it on her desk at home by the PC, after order-
ing something. Not long after, the wallet “turned up miss-
ing.” There was a small amount of cash in it, but the most
important items included her driver license, health insur-
ance card, and a couple of major credit cards.

We turned the house upside-down and inside-out. We
even checked both cars, under the seats, in all possible
places, thinking (or at least, that was my idea) that some-
how she had placed the wallet in one of the two vehicles
and had forgotten about it.

We checked the trash cans; all the drawers and clos-
ets in our house. Under the furniture. In clothing. In laun-
dry. In the kitchen cabinets. About everywhere.

We phoned the main credit card company and told it to
place a “watch” on the card, just in case.

Finally, using the Sherlock Holmes rule, | decided to
check the mashed trash in the garage. Went through the
bags, while holding my breath. Did not find the wallet.
However, still following Holmes’ dictum, | decided to dump
out each bag “just in case.”

Fortunately (for me), unfortunately (for son Mike) he
volunteered for the onerous task. Donning gas mask and
CSil gloves, he painstakingly rummaged carefully through
each bag.

And he found the Missing Wallet! It was in the second-
to-last bag. The wallet was wet and had garbage boogers,
but all inside was intact. Hallelujah.

So much for my X-ray vision.

And that really is it for this week, except to say that
probably cats “Charlie” and “Flint” are responsible for
dumping the wallet into the home office trash can, which
was emptied without anyone noticing the wallet.

As Shakespeare noted, “All’'s well that ends well.” And
Jan has relocated the trash can, placing it under the desk
so that items on the edge can’t be knocked in.

(Editor Bob’s Note: The preceding first appeared in the
Noose on Jan. 4, 2006. I'm into recycling ... )
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Letters to the Editor

(Editor’s Note: Views
and commentary, including
statements made as fact, are
strictly those of the letter-
writers.)
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Typed, double-spaced
letters written solely to this
newspaper are considered
for publication. Hand-
written letters that are dou-
ble-spaced and legible also
can be considered. ‘“Thank
you” submissions are not

accepted as letters.
kookok

Election turning point
From Josephine County
Commissioner Jim
Raffenburg

Grants Pass

Congress soon will aban-
don its long-term, financial
obligations to the People and
counties of western Oregon.
My four trips to Washington,
D.C. have convinced me of
that.

My experience as your
commissioner also has con-
vinced me that the existing,
collective, elected county
leadership is unwilling to
address this revenue problem
responsibly by doing every-
thing possible to bring spend-
ing into line with revenues,
before asking for more taxes.

This very important elec-
tion season is truly a turning
point in Josephine County
history. Our future is at stake.

The two commissioners
elected this year will deter-
mine if the People want
small, low-cost county gov-
ernment or a bigger, intrusive
government, with dramati-
cally higher taxes.

My fellow commission-
ers are committed to the col-
lective, elected leadership’s
preferred solution: higher
property taxes. They are un-
willing to rein in spending.
Instead, they seem to expect
you to tighten your belt, so
the county doesn’t have to
tighten its belt.

That’s just plain wrong.

Those who support
small, low-cost county gov-
ernment ought to consider
voting for either Paul Walter
(or Cliff Thomason) for Posi-
tion 2; and Jack Brown, for
Position 3.

Unlike most candidates
who ask for your vote, these
men are competent, plain-
spoken, real people. Paul and
Jack, by their own admis-
sions, are not people pleasers.
They tell it like it is. They
also have the courage to stand
up to the collective cabal that
controls county government
today.

In this election, compe-
tence and courage are the
qualities most voters should
consider when marking their
ballots.

Raffenburg’s ethics
From Ken Stearn
Cave Junction

Any question I had about
Commissioner Jim Raffen-
burg’s lack of ethics and
needing to be removed from
office disappeared during the
Wednesday, April 30 LV.
Ranch hearing before the
county commissioners.

Because after missing
every previous hearing re-
garding whether to add the
ranch into the county’s Sig-
nificant Aggregate Inventory,
at the request of Copeland
reps, he attended the final
meeting and cast the decisive
vote (drum roll) in favor of
Copeland. For him to act in
such a biased fashion while
fighting a recall effort is
shameful to say the least.

At least we know where
he can find work after he is
recalled.

We need three honest
men sitting on the board if we
ever hope to see fair, impar-
tial decisions made, and not
preferential treatment for spe-
cial interests. This county
can do better, and “We the
People” deserve better.

I am going to vote to
recall Raffenburg, and want

others to consider the same.
We need to work together to
dismantle the current “Good
Old Boys” club that has run
this county into the ground —
before it’s too late.

CJ police protection
From John Bowler
Kerby

On Monday, April 28 the
Cave Junction City Council
considered the availability
and adequacy of police pro-
tection. I had asked the coun-
cil to do this when I spoke
before it on Oct. 8, 2007 dur-
ing a hearing to annex prop-
erty to the city.

The council decided then
that the law did not allow it to
do this. It rejected the sugges-
tion that it consult with its
own attorney and decided that
it was cheaper for the city to
have me appeal to the Oregon
Land Use Board of Appeals
(LUBA).

1 did so. I can only hope
that this really did save the
city money; it cost me money
and much time. LUBA
agreed with me that city law
requires the city to consider
the adequacy of police protec-
tion when annexing property.

On April 28 the council
passed motions to include its
conclusions about police pro-
tection in the findings sup-
porting the annexation. The
annexation decision was not
changed -- that was possible,
if police protection was in-
adequate, but certainly not
something the appeal sought
directly.

The motions the council
adopted, all passed unani-
mously, make important
statements about how the
council views police protec-
tion in the city. Rather than
attempt to rewrite them I'd
like to offer the verbatim tran-
script from the proceedings.
The city has a full audio re-
cording should anyone doubt
the accuracy of my transcript.

Councilor Margaret
Miller: “I move that we deem
that police protection is ade-
quate and available to the city
of Cave Junction and direct
staff to put it into the find-
ings.”

City Attorney Patrick
Kelly: “Eh, I would make it
based on the sheriff as cur-
rently provided and that it is
adequate to meet the level of
development, eh, that has
been implied.”

Vote: All four councilors
and the mayor approved.

The council then dis-
cussed additional protection
offered by the state police and
decided to modify the motion
slightly.

Miller: “T modify that
motion to also include refer-
ences to the state police.”

This was approved
unanimously, and the council
went on to consider another
part of my appeal. This re-
sulted in a third motion.

Miller: “I make a motion
that urban level services are
adequately met by the previ-
ous testimony that is offered
in the records, that the sheriff
and state patrol provide this
adequate level to the city of
Cave Junction.”

This also was passed 5-0.

There is no doubt in my

mind that the council is in the
best position to determine
whether or not the city has
adequate police protection. It
really is a matter for the city
as a whole to decide how
much or how little police pro-
tection it needs, and how to
obtain that protection.

The council -- the repre-
sentative of the people -- now
has provided a clear state-
ment. [ happen to disagree
with it, but since it is city
business, and I am not a city
resident, this is irrelevant.

An interesting counter-
point was provided by Sheriff
Gil Gilbertson in the county
building on Wednesday,
April 30. At one point he
stated that his main problem
areas are Cave Junction and
the area to the north of Grants
Pass. I asked whether he was
referring to problems within
the city limits or in the area of
Cave Junction in general. He
answered, “Most of the prob-
lems I have are within the
city.”

He likes a heavy Chevy
From Jim Lombardo
O’Brien

I’m often seeing a TV
commercial where a red Mus-
tang keeps burning rubber
until he comes to a red light,
where he sees a nice-looking
woman in an older car along-
side.

His alarm wakes him.
When he goes back to sleep,
she is riding with him.

The old car is not a
Cheyvy. If it were, in the next
scene he would be looking at
her tailpipes. Why would
anyone get a car like that to
try to burn rubber? They have
never made a Mustang that
could keep up with a ‘57
Chevy or any year Chevy

after that.

I still drive a “73 Chevy.
I have watched many a Mus-
tang driver shift with four-on-
the-floor -- in my rear-view
mirror at the drag strip.

My car is automatic.
Mustangs can only spin their
tires on gravel roads.

Cross Quest burglary
From Bryan Thompson
Cave Junction

A shattered window in
the Cross Quest Expeditions
Suburban and Hurricane
Katrina-grade wreckage
greeted my arrival home from
being out-of-state.

Burglars took more than
12 sets of paintball equipment,
a large cook stove and numer-
ous other items. Cross Quest
is Cave Junction’s own adven-
ture and extreme sports minis-
try dedicated to boldly pursu-
ing and proclaiming Jesus
Christ. We take youth surfing,
rock-climbing, paintballing,
snowboarding, backcountry
skiing and backpacking.

Cross Quest also hosts
the I.V. Extreme Sports Festi-
val at Jubilee Park in Cave
Junction each summer. The
event this year may be com-
promised due to the burglary.

I pray for those who took
these items. If they sell them
they shouldn’t take less than
$3,500. And a “Thank You”
card to the community would
be nice. It’s our own youth
and adults who invested their
blood, sweat and tears into
acquiring the equipment.

Community informants
have narrowed the search for
the burglars. These suspects
are asked to please repent of
their trespasses. Donations
can be made to the Cross
Quest account at Home Val-
ley Bank.

Starting or Growing a Business in lllinois Valley?

Need money?

Micro Business-Loan Funding Always Available!
*Start-up, existing, home-based or other business enterprises
*$200 minimum to $25,000 maximum
*Apply at the IVCDO office - 201 Caves Hwy.

*Questions? Phone 592-444(0
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Accounting background

Supervisor of Assessor’s residential appraisal staff
Fiscally responsible leadership

Extensive knowledge of Oregon Assessment Laws
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(x] Management & Supervision experience

25-year Josephine County resident & taxpayer
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Will listen to & treat ALL citizens with dignity & respect

Integrity * Experience * Knowledge ¢ Fairness

Endorsed by current Josephine County Assessor,
Michael Schneyder

ROACH - The RIGHT Choice

(Paid for by committee: Connie Roach for County Assessor)
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Protect your home. Protect your family.

THE NEW ROOM SUITS HER.
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