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Bob's Corner

Sleep. Slumber. Nap.

Snooze, doze, 40 winks, catnap, dead to the world. Saw-
ing wood. Nod off.

Sometimes my mind meanders mostly to the topic of rest
in the form of sleep. In fact, as | become older | find that
sometimes sleeping is the highlight of my day. I've got to get a
different hobby.

My mother’s side of the family was legendary for its ability
to sleep through most anything. My father’s side of the family,
especially my dad, was famous for being extremely light
sleepers. They were nervous types. My mom’s sisters were
easy-going.

Here’s an example of my dad’s skill. When | was a high
school freshman he gave me a portable radio. He warned me
about having the volume too high, so | closed the door to my
bedroom, got under the bed covers, and turned on the radio
with the volume as low as possible without turning it off. It was
so quiet that | had to hold the speaker against my left ear to
be able to hear. No sooner did | turn it on though, than he
stormed into my room to tell me to turn off that dang thing -- or
words to that effect.

Unfortunately, he startled me so much that in my haste to
turn off the radio, | turned the knob the wrong way so that the
volume came on full. Then | made the mistake of laughing
about it. Dead dad was quick to forgive though, although from
then on | only listened to my radio where he couldn’t hear.
Like in the garage inside the car when he wasn’'t home.

On the other hand, besides five fingers, we have my ma-
ternal aunts, who were known for their dedication to the arms
of Morpheus. The “worst” was Aunt Mary, who had so much
trouble arising in the mornings to go to work that she often got
up only 30 minutes before she had to clock in.

That might sound like a long time, but she had to take a
taxi because those aunties never had a car, and it was too far
to walk. So in the half-hour available she “had” to have her
coffee and toast, apply makeup (to her face), comb her hair
and do other morning stuff. Unfortunately, she always in-
cluded phoning for a cab before it was feasible to be ready to
go. Often, the cabbie was left hanging at the curb until he’d
give up and drive away without her. This happened so often
that after awhile no cabs would respond to her calls.

My observation is that | have a mix of the Rodriguez/
Cordova sleep idiosyncracies. | can sleep well, but | also can
have trouble sleeping. Just the other night | went to bed and
slept for six hours without awakening. But there have been
times when [ fight with the pillow, tossing and turning, and
wondering whether | should read a book, take a pill, hang out
with the cats, get up and check the Internet, have a cup of
Sleepytime Tea, or phone for a cab. Kidding about that last.

Hopefully this column has not put anyone to sleep. But if it
has, then I'll know what to do the next time | need a siesta.
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Letters to the Editor

(Editor’s Note: Views
and commentary, including
statements made as fact, are
strictly those of the letter-
writers.)
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Typed, double-spaced
letters written solely to this
newspaper are considered
for publication. Hand-
written letters that are dou-
ble-spaced and legible also
can be considered. “Thank
you” submissions are not

accepted as letters.
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Valley holiday help (now)
From Carol Ronan

LV. Family Coalition
Cave Junction

The Holiday Basket and
Toy Program have been Illi-
nois Valley traditions for more
than 13 years. Low-income
families can count on the pro-
grams to provide a hearty holi-
day meal and Christmas gifts
for their children.

Historically, we have
been the distribution site for
the Holiday Basket Program,
and this year the Illinois Val-
ley Family Coalition assumes
the role of manager for the
Toy Program. We are de-
pending on the generous sup-
port of donors to help provide
toys to more than 600 chil-
dren this year.

We ask for donations of
new, unwrapped toys or cash
to purchase toys for this year’s
program. All donations stay in
the wvalley and are tax-
deductible. We are seeking
donations early so that we can
take advantage of summer and
fall toy sales, allowing our
cash donations to go further.

Donations can be mailed,
or checks or toys can be left
at the coalition office on E.
River Street next to L.V. High
School and across from the
Cave Junction pool.

To volunteer to help, or
for more information, phone
592-6139, Ext. 303.

‘Losing control of JoCo’
From Guenter Ambron
Cave Junction

I haven’t done the full
research on this, but the

sources I'm finding reflect
that for decades the Far Right
has had significant influence
on Josephine County govern-
ment. Much of the county’s
charter is written by the Far
Right. Currently, one county
commissioner fully represents
their voice.

This leads to the ques-
tion: Should a political opin-
ion that represents no more
than 15 to 20 percent of
county citizens have a major-
ity of influence on our county
government?

Recent events indicate
that the current board of com-
missioners is looking toward
a future where there is a more
balanced proportion. This
move is causing a political
earthquake. Commissioners
Dave Toler and Dwight Ellis
are providing an example of
how people with different
political beliefs can still work
together.

The commissioners re-
cently decided to stop partici-
pating in a KAJO Radio
monthly talk show with Carl
Wilson, Paul Walter, and
Commissioner Jim Raffen-
burg being the leading voices.
Walter runs Newswith-
views.com. Paul Walter has
stated many times that he and
KAJO have close ties and
work on projects together.

Only KAJO and News-
withviews.com have come to
the defense of Raffenburg
for fabricating official docu-
ments. In addition they have
defended his call to take back
a pay cut retroactively -- de-
manding $17,000 from the
county. Remember, he prom-
ised to take this pay cut in his
election campaign and
shamed county workers dur-
ing the strike for not taking
their cut as he had.

Stacy Stumbo, of the
Grants Pass Daily Courier,
reported on Raffenburg’s
falsification of documents.
She deserves recognition for
her courage to write this
story, although the sources
credited could have been bet-
ter identified.

In contrast, quotes from
Raffenburg on Newswith-

views.com: “The casual
reader might think my lan-
guage regarding a fellow
commissioner (Toler) too
strong. But these are not
‘normal’ times, for this
county. Based upon my per-
sonal observation the very
principles of our Republic are
under a subversive assault
from adherents of an alien
political philosophy. The as-
sault has been gradual, but
relentless.

“This (Toler’s) agenda is
to convince you to
‘voluntarily’ abandon as

many freedoms as you can, in
the name of the environment.
They will then suppress what-
ever freedom is left, by re-
moving your ability to
influence your own political
future. Sound familiar? Now
you know why I am so op-
posed to Commissioner Dave
Toler’s agenda.”

Raffenburg is suing the
Daily Courier, but Toler and
Ellis have pledged not too
reverberate.

Let’s do well in choosing
our leaders, as they reflect our
values.

(ot questions for the candidates?

Bring them to the I.V. News office

Q or email them to letters@illinois-valley-news.com
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Questions
will be
submitted to
candidates
for County
Commissioner
at the public
forum.

(subject: forum questions)

* PUBLIC FORUM

Monday, April 28 at 6:30 p.m.
Josephine County Building

Downtown Cave Junction ?

Forum co-sponsored by /Minois Valley News,
I.V. Chamber of Commerce, and
Community Media & Education Center
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lllinois Valley Computer Service
“Service at your door”’
Microsoft Certified Professional
116 N. Redwood Hwy., Cave Junction
www.ivcsonline.net

Zane Blankenship, Technician
541-761-4351
zane@ivcsonline.net

Tony Mistretta, Technician
541-761-4321
tony@ivcsonline.net
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Editorial

Each and every week our staff box, which with few excep-
tions runs on page 2 in the vicinity of Letters to the Editor, con-
tains our standing policy on submitting letters. And periodically
we receive visits, notes, letters or phone calls from persons who
seem unfamiliar with English, or who chose to not understand
what the policy states.

For the record, the editor-in-chief treats letters the same as
any submission, whether turned in by a reporter, a correspondent
or simply a citizen with something to say. This means that all
material is edited -- not censored, not altered to change meanings
-- but edited. That is my privilege and responsibility as an editor.

Some feel that I have eliminated the nut of what they wanted
to say. That is not true. I edit for libel, clarity, redundancy, gram-
mar, 1. V. News style, and sometimes, brevity. It should be obvi-
ous by now that we do not necessarily limit the number of words
from letter-writers. I work quite hard to ensure that letter-writers
have their say, often allowing them to see considerably more in
print in this newspaper than any other publication would allow.

There are those who object to the few deletions that I make.
For example, references to Websites that smack of political lean-
ings in the sense of free advertising, or sites that are downright
blatant advertising are deleted. One example involved a letter
supporting a presidential candidate with a reference to checking
the Web for more information. It should be apparent that anyone
can do that without being told to do so. And I revise or delete
words or phrases that constitute libel. When libel suits are
brought, it's the publication that gets sued.

I could continue with what gets excised, but suffice it to say
that as publisher and editor-in-chief, it is my right to edit as I see
fit. Anyone who wants to see their letter published unedited can
pay for the space. We will be pleased to accept such letters as
advertising paid in advance.

One more thought. The handful of complaints we receive are
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Manager Special

Receive a credit of *400 0ff your 2nd mo.
rent and *200 Off your 3rd mo. rent.
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10 FREE B
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community room.
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in Southern Oregon
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for the most part from persons
who have an ax to grind, and
sometimes their letters are so
convoluted and murky that I’ve
come close to not using them at
all. But I do. So I take with a
grain of salt the comments from
those persons who claim that
they’ve spoken with or been in
contact with a large number of
disgruntled letter-writers.

I, as do many, enjoy our
letters column, and will con-
tinue to utilize it as a public
forum, giving away the space
for our readers. And I will live
up to my title: Editor.

-Bob Rodriguez

Sunday April 27, 2008 ¢ 2:00
Facility Tours ~ Wildflower Hikes ~ Kids Activities from 3:30-5:00
Presentations and information about the partners and prcﬂéc’rs

O pm

Call SFl at (541) 597-8530 for more information.
Directions also available at www.thesfi.org




