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It’s been a long time since I watched one of those “Die 
Hard” movies with the indestructible Bruce “Gettin’ Older” 
Willis. But the other night I felt like having chewing gum for my 
brain, so I rented his latest flick, “Die Hard/Bleeding/Killing/
Shooting/Hitting/Lots of People Dead.” 

Perhaps the film is not supposed to be a comedy, but I 
found it somewhat amusing. People being hurt or dying, obvi-
ously, is not a happy topic. But the “fact” that ol’ Bruce is im-
possible to destroy -- no matter what the bad boys (and girls) 
throw at him -- tickles my funny bone. He doesn’t wear blue 
PJs with a big yellow “S” on the front, and he doesn’t have a 
red cape. But he can’t be stopped. He can be injured, but like 
the Energizer Bunny, he keeps on running. 

If he were knocked into a giant grinder, his body parts 
would reassemble. If he were lynched, the rope would break, 
and he’d use the remnants to strangle the hangman, the po-
lice (the ones who really are criminals who stole the uniforms), 
and anyone who doesn’t like his terse jokes. 

He faces enemies who apparently have access to unlim-
ited financial resources and a personnel department that can 
hire experts in any field. His enemies can purchase any 
equipment, from a computerized chess set to a nuclear attack 
submarine or a communications satellite. But Bruce the Fierce 
is indomitable, and you better believe it. All he needs is his 
trusty handgun and barbed sense of humor. 

Bruce can take severe karate kicks to his face and chest; 
be knocked to the floor and kicked some more. Yet he suffers 
only minor scratches; his teeth are perfect; and he arises like a 
Phoenix from burning cars, trucks, bonfires and marshmallow 
roasts with that sardonic grin and a flip comment. What a guy! 

In the movie I watched, he’s also a fantastic driver, racing 
around in police cars (he’s a detective with NYPD) like the 
world’s finest, most-daring stunt driver. He can drive back-
wards at 75 mph. He can pass through any obstacle; and fire 
and gunfire are not problems, even if the car’s engine and 
tires are ablaze. In fact, in the movie he actually takes out a 
hovering helicopter by hurling a police car, after first eliminat-
ing a machine-gun toting bad guy in the helo with water from 
a broken fire hydrant. What a guy! 

In another sequence, he’s driving the bad people’s 
semitruck and trailer. But a good guy in a fantastic jet aircraft, 
which also can fly like a helicopter, doesn’t know Bruce is driv-
ing. So the pilot tries to take him out. However, our hero man-
ages to avoid total destruction despite the high-tech aircraft 
with its guidance system, rockets and heavy machine gun fire. 
Nothing can hit or hurt our Bruce. All he has to do is duck, 
maybe shout a swear word or two, and he’s fine. 

Oh, he might develop a limp, or a sore arm. He might 
even suffer a flesh wound from a bullet or knife. Or he could 
be slightly injured by a jagged hunk of metal as a 4,500-pound 
vehicle goes over an embankment and grazes him as he 
hangs by a hunk of spaghetti attached to the cliff top. 

He’s continually one second or less away from certain 
death. But something or someone always steps in, and he’s 
saved. It’s incredible. The man cannot be halted, even if he is 
knocked through a wall, crashes through a window, skids 

across a metal walkway, 
and falls 30 feet. He’s up, 
he’s still in the game: He’s 
Bruce! What a guy! 

(Editor’s Note: Views and 

commentary, including state-

ments made as fact, are strictly 

those of the letter-writers.) 

* * * 

Typed, double-spaced let-

ters written solely to this newspa-

per are considered for publica-

tion. Hand-written letters that 

are double-spaced and legible 

also can be considered. 

‘Thank you’ submissions 

are not accepted as letters. 
 

* * * 

Nice neighborhoods 

From Linda  

Schluter Tedder 

Cave Junction  

There has been an issue 

in the city of Cave Junction 

of  one family (renters) which 

has been the object of numer-

ous reports of roaming dogs 

(pitbulls) drunken teen-agers 

and adults, vandalism, unli-

censed ATV/HOV, trespass-

ing, and verbal abuse to other 

neighbors, and more. 

We were told that enough 

reports would start the wheels 

rolling for eviction. We even 

have a DVD recording of the 

trespassing on properties  

clearly posted “No Trespass-

ing.” This is also a situation of 

what the property looks like 

when potential new buyers 

are viewing a possible future 

home to buy.  

The junk cars in the 

neighboring yard are a real 

turn-off to a possible sale. I 

would think that the city 

council would really want to 

keep up the neighborhoods 

and help make them inviting 

for people to live here. 

 

Unity, constitutional rights 

From Roy Lemke 

Cave Junction 

Unity is becoming more 

and more important to defend 

what American rights we 

have left. 

The greedy, tail-spinning, 

malignant government is rap-

idly attempting to remove, not 

only our Second, but eventu-

ally all our amendments and 

rights. They’re covering over 

amendments, one, then an-

other. 

The present government 

makes it almost impossible 

for the little man or woman to 

stand up in court. My de-

ceased wife once had a 

drunken driving ticket. She 

fought it in court. I watched 

the jury and listened. Every 

one of them had lost a friend 

or family member from a 

drunken driver. I don’t drink. 

A stacked deck if you ask me. 

She lost her case, but the 

judge said to my wife and me, 

if it had been up to him, she 

would have won. 

Our forefathers and 

mothers went through Hell to 

get away from this type of 

government overseas. 

Our government and our 

U.S. Constitution were created 

to not only protect us, but gen-

erations following. If we lose 

our constitutional rights, all 

the tears, sweat and pain, and 

blood of our forefathers and 

mothers will be for nothing. 

How sad to see the 

“American Dream” deterio-

rating so fast. It is a painful 

event for me. I am a Vietnam 

vet from ‘70-’71. Bullets 

touched my hair on both sides 

of my head. But God was 

with me that night.  

My wife, Anita, and I 

have a teepee, and we play 

our drums and other musical 

tools. We need to heal our 

planet. I see counties over-

populated, no septic systems, 

which contaminates the water: 

No water, no humans. 

We want to help our 

planet heal in a peaceful way. 

We sing and play music to 

“Mother Earth.” We are two 

True Americans, and hope 

that others will join us. 

 

He’s for Ron Paul 

From James Walmsley 

Cave Junction  

Not sure why you should 

vote for Ron Paul for presi-

dent? Following is a report by 

Diane M. Grassi, dated May 

4, 2007. Her report is at  

renewamerica.us/columns/

grassi/070504. 

Those who read it might 

want to think of how they are 

going to explain to all our 

children how they lost a free 

America and let the One 

World Order/North American 

Union consume this once 

great nation like an insidious 

cancer. 

Now that Rudy Giuliani 

has withdrawn as a presiden-

tial candidate and thrown his 

support to John Mc Cain, who 

can imagine him as director of 

Homeland Security in a 

McCain administration? 

We already know 

McCain’s position on illegal 

immigration. He spells 

“amnesty” h-u-m-a-n-e. And 

after all, he does have a track 

record. Ron Paul is the only 

candidate whose platform is 

the U.S. Constitution. It is still 

the law of the land, and he has 

a 20-year record of votes sup-

porting it.  

People can go to 

www.blackboxvoting.org and 

become informed. Then they 

could contact all local and state 

officials demanding that we go 

back to hand-counting paper 

ballots with absolutely no form 

of electronic vote counting, 

auditing, and forwarding in-

cluding any modem. 

Canada and Australia still 

use hand-counted paper bal-

lots with no problems. Amer-

ica used to. Speed over accu-

racy is not acceptable. 

 

‘Airport smoke screens’ 

From Steve Lyons 

Cave Junction  

It is very frustrating to 

read articles that contain mis-

information and scare tactics 

as in the Letters to the Editor 

and articles by Roger Brandt 

about Illinois Valley Airport. 

I thank Illinois Valley 

News for exposing some of 

this in the Jan. 30 issue on 

page 10. Those who missed it 

should go back and read it.  

First, no one is trying to 

upgrade the airport to accom-

modate huge aircraft. How-

ever, if some had their way, it 

would be downgraded. 

Second, one fellow wrote 

that 747s would be landing 

here. The runway cannot han-

dle that. 

Third, Sue Lily wrote 

that the airport would be 

fenced (why isn’t it?), build-

ings, parking and trees re-

moved and deafening big 

planes landing. B.S.  

So who are the principals 

here besides the commission-

ers and airports manager? 

1. The smokejumpers, 

who have my utmost respect. 

They have tried to rent/lease 

the whole airport instead of 

starting with the parachute 

loft and office. 

2. The smokejumper mu-

seum group, Roger Brandt 

and IVCDO, (a Clinton pro-

gram that wouldn’t go away 

as planned.) Now IVCDO is 

moving into I.V. Visitor Cen-

ter, pushing I.V. Chamber of 

Commerce into a back room. 

The chamber is the tourism 

workhorse. 

3. The anti-growth, anti-

progress, anti-logging, etc. 

left-leaning protesters who, if 

smoke-jumping was still go-

ing on, would be protesting 

the smokejumpers. I would 

suggest that people not be-

lieve rhetoric spewed as truth, 

and that they check facts. 

 

I.V. Lions Club bouquet 

From Ted Mikels 

Cave Junction 

I appreciate the Lions 

Club of Illinois Valley for its 

support. I just moved my 

mother here from Arizona 

after she suffered a heart at-

tack and needed her family to 

help her. 

After getting her here I 

discovered she needed medi-

cal supplies that help with 

everyday living. After pricing 

them, I remembered my 

friend, Sam Michel. He 

is the one in charge of the I.V. 

Lions Club medical supply 

warehouse across the street 

from his house. 

I saw him in town, and 

asked if he could help. He 

replied that it would be a 

pleasure to provide what my 

mother needed at no cost 

whatsoever. What a great 

feeling it is to know that they 

are here for us in the valley. 

I went to the warehouse 

and he hooked us up. Thank 

God for the I.V. Lions Club. 

If anyone is in need, it is 

your friend indeed. Just don’t 

forget to return anything you 

borrow if it is not being used. 

God bless America.  
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THURSDAY, FEB. 7 
Brunch for lunch, hamburger, 

pepperoni or veggie pizza, 
ham & cheese sandwich, 

chicken salad wrap, fruit & 
yogurt parfait or garden 

salad. 
FRIDAY, FEB. 8 

Salisbury steak, BBQ chicken 
burger, cheese quesadilla, 

totally turkey sandwich, PB & 
nanner wrap, Cobb or garden 

salad. 
MONDAY, FEB. 11 

Popcorn chicken, corn dog, 
chicken quesadilla, totally tur-

key sandwich, clever club 
wrap, chef or garden salad. 

TUESDAY, FEB. 12 
Totally teriyaki dippers, ham-
burger, Hawaiian or cheese 

pizza, super-duper sub, crispy 
chicken wrap, fruit & yogurt 

parfait or garden salad. 
WEDNESDAY, FEB. 13 

Nachos, cheese burger, grilled 
ham & cheese, tuna torpedo 
sandwich, “it’s Italian” wrap, 
popcorn chicken or garden 

salad. 

Elementary Schools Lunch 
Menu Sponsored by 

HOMETOWNE  
I N T E R I O R S  

 

592-2413 

Valentine’s Party

Wednesday, Feb. 6 
Cloudy and windy 
High--46  Low--29 

Thursday, Feb. 7 
Rain with freezing 

rain
High--50  Low--30 

Friday, Feb. 8 
Cloudy with periods 

of rain 
High--53  Low--33 

Saturday, Feb. 9 
Rain

High--47  Low--39 

Sunday, Feb. 10 
Rain mixing with 

snow 
High--47  Low--36 

Monday, Feb. 11 
Periods of snow 

High--45  Low--30 

Tuesday, Feb. 12 
Cold with rain and 

snow 
High--43  Low--31 

Cave Junction Following are the high-and-

low temperatures, and rainfall, 

r eco rded  in  O’Br ien  

by Cheryl & Harry Johnson. 

*Fri.,  Jan. 25 39 29  

*Sat.,  Jan. 26  42 33 .71 

*Sun.,  Jan. 27 44 32 .39 

*Mon.,  Jan. 28 38 30 .28 

*Tue.,  Jan. 29 37 33 .55 

*Wed.,  Jan. 30 39 32 1.22 

*Thurs., Jan 31 41 37 2.73 

Following are the high-and-

low temperatures, and rainfall, 

recorded in Cave Junction at 

Illinois River Farm. 

*Fri.,  Jan. 25 40 26  

*Sat.,  Jan. 26  41 33 .69 

*Sun.,  Jan. 27 44 31 .45 

*Mon.,  Jan. 28 41 25 .23 

*Tue.,  Jan. 29 41 32 .65 

*Wed.,  Jan. 30 40 31 .72 

*Thurs.,  Jan. 31 43 35 1.43 
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