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“ensure compliance” to the
grant program.

Hanus writes that “due to
the severity of the findings
not cleared” OECDD had no
other recourse than to “take
the following actions” --

*The $441,666 grant
withdrawn without payment.

*OECDD is required by
federal law to investigate la-
bor standard compliance for
the project, under direction of
HUD’s Office of Labor Stan-
dards.

*The city is ineligible to
apply for a CDBG for two
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City of CJ could be liable for $441,666

years.

Withdrawal of the grant
likely leaves the city liable for
the cost of infrastructure de-
velopment.

Other violations listed
revolve around the city’s fail-
ure to provide an environ-
mental assessment prior to
awarding the construction
contract to Copeland Sand &
Gravel, of Grants Pass. Con-
cerning the environmental
assessment, the city included
an EA prepared by “paid con-
sultant” Ken Houck, of Cave
Junction.

However that document,

City’s ‘drastic situation’

(Continued from page 1)

Paulson, however, stated
that he was informed by the
state during a conference call,
that included three separate
representatives of the Oregon
Economic Community De-
velopment Division, that the
situation had been misman-
aged.

Paulson also stated that
as he remembers, the environ-
mental assessment that is
proving to be a major prob-
lem was to be the responsibil-
ity of SCHC itself. This asser-
tion, as yet, cannot be con-
firmed.

Paulson also stated that
he believes pressure was
brought to bear by certain
business interests involved in
the project to push ahead with
the grant proposal despite his
stated concerns.

Information concerning
job creation and wages paid
by Copeland during the pro-
ject, a second major issue for
the state concerning the with-
drawn reimbursement, have
not been made available by
Copeland, according to
Paulsen. Because the infor-
mation about the situation in
general was obtained by LV.
News on Saturday, no Cope-
land officials could be
reached during the weekend
for comment prior to press
deadline.

Other irregularities in the
grant process came as a com-
plete surprise to Paulsen, who
was informed of the situation
by state representatives Fri-
day, Jan. 18. He said the state
told him that the single-
reimbursement upon comple-
tion of the project as set up by

Polk was highly unusual.

The standard process is to
set up a series of reimburse-
ments as a project progresses.
This process allows for prob-
lems to be addressed as they
occur, something not possible
in a single-reimbursement
system. As a result, the con-
cemns of the state cannot be
addressed, as the opportunity
for correcting problems is past.

Besides the fallout from
the loss of reimbursement,
Paulson said that because the
city has been banned from
applying for any CDBG for a
two-year period, grant funds
for projects such as the
Women’s Crisis Center may
be in jeopardy as well.

He also said that because
the city was expecting the
reimbursement and budgeted
for it, there may be legal
problems facing the city con-
cerning overspending the
municipal budget.

For his part, Polk asserts
that he’s had to work with
three different state project
managers during the course
of the project. He also said
Tuesday morning, Jan. 22,
that he did file the appropriate
paperwork.

Both Paulsen and Polk
sated it was too soon to tell
what all the consequences
might be.

According to all indica-
tors, the liability rests solely
with the contracting agency,
in this case, the city of Cave
Junction.

Check for continuing
developments on this and
other breaking stories on our
Website: illinois-valley-
news.com.

prepared by Houck for a
separate grant project, was
specific to the clinic location
and did not include the infra-
structure for which the grant
was submitted. Further, the
state contends that Houck
was not authorized to act as a
certifying officer for the infra-
structure project.

A timeline included in
the letter indicates that the
city first was given notice of
the areas of concern on July
17, 2007 during a visit by the
OECDD regional coordina-
tor. Hanus states that a list of
concerns and the corrective
actions necessary “was left
with the City Administrator.”

Another letter was
mailed to the city Aug. 10,
2007 again listing the defi-
ciencies and the corrective
actions necessary. It gave the
city until Sept. 14 to respond.

At this point the city re-
quested and was given a two-
week extension, making the
deadline Sept. 28, 2007.
There is no indication that the
city attempted to respond to
this deadline.

A “certified mail return
receipt” letter was then sent
by OECDD and was signed
for by the city on Oct. 30
2007. A final 30-day period
was given to complete the
necessary paperwork.

The OECDD  regional
coordinator then sent an e-
mail and followed up with a
phone call offering assistance
three days prior to the Nov.
30 deadline. The offer appar-
ently was declined.

On Dec. 10, 10 days past
the final deadline, the state
concluded that the city’s re-
sponse had been inadequate.
As a result, the $441,666
grant was withdrawn without

payment.

Moon Tree dedication planning on hold

(Continued from page 1)

per base, and Moon Tree site,
resulting in the prospect of no
future public access to the site
by vehicle or airplane.
Parking issues at the air-

Little League
wants you(th)

Little League players —
Where are you?

Illinois  Valley Little
League (IVLL) is continuing
to hold player registration
sign-ups through the end of
January.

Players who sign up be-
fore Friday, Feb. 1 still can
take advantage of the $5
sign-up discount. After Feb.
1, registrations will be
charged at regular rates: T-
Ball and Coach Pitch, $40
per child; and Minors, Ma-
jors, Juniors and Girls Soft-
ball, $50 per child.

IVLL is encouraging
early sign-ups so that it can
determine the final number of
teams to organize for the sea-
son. LV. Little League is
chartered for 14 teams this
year. As games will begin on
April 7,it is imperative to
form teams and order uni-
forms as quickly as possible.

Any child between the
ages of 5 years and 18 years
is eligible to play. The only
requirements are that they
must provide a copy of their
birth certificate and three
street address proofs of resi-
dence that they live within
[llinois Valley boundaries.

Watch for IVLL around
town for registration times or
phone Janet Ewing at 659-
8618, Trisha Arias at 592-
5112; or for Selma residents,
register with Darlene Ander-
son at 597-4486.

Library concert said success

A nearly full house
greeted music acts “MTV”
and “Funktional Fusion” Sat-
urday night, Jan. 19 at Rogue
Theater in Grants Pass for the
kick-off of a fund-raising
campaign initiated by Jose-
phine County Libraries (JCL).

The group is dedicated to
reopening the county library
system.

The event -- which raised
approximately $9,600 -- was
deemed a success by organiz-

Use of CJ jail facility in jeopardy temporarily

In a week of bad news
the city of Cave Junction
learned Thursday, Jan. 17 that
the work at upgrading the jail
in city hall may be for naught.

“I know that volunteers
have put in a lot of blood,
sweat and tears...” was the
comment by Josephine
County Commission Chair-
man Dave Toler.

But concerns about the
county’s liability and mainte-
nance responsibilities had all

three commissioners con-
cerned. There also was some
discussion concerning a $200
monthly payment included in
the lease as to whether it was
for utilities or rent.

The county gave the go-
ahead to explore the possibil-
ity of a Cave Junction holding
site with the understanding
that the city would be the
“host.” This would mean that
no rent would be necessary.

The commissioners held

out hope that a better under-
standing of responsibilities
could be reached through an
intergovernmental agreement.
This is the wusual practice
when two government entities
enter a contractual situation.
Toler seemed to feel that
progress at the former city jail
has been impressive. But he
indicated that better dialogue
between the city and the
county is needed before the
project can proceed.
-Wally Aiken

Student Achiever

Nichole Bowman
Nichole Bowman, a sen-
ior student at Illinois Valley
High School, is January Stu-
dent of the Month, sponsored

awarded Skyline Conference
Honorable Mention. Bowman
was captain of the volleyball
team this school year, and
served as manager of the
girls’ basketball team.

She has received the
Cougar Pride Award, Atten-
dance Award, ECMC Schol-
arship, and she has completed
requirements for her educa-

tional Certificate of Initial
Mastery. For the past two
years, she has volunteered to
work with students at Ever-
green Elementary School.

After graduation in June,
Bowman will attend Oregon
Institute of Technology at
Klamath Falls to eam a
bachelor’s degree in dental
hygiene.

by Kerby Masonic Belt
Lodge AF&AM.

Bowman is the daughter
of Jason & Vicki Gill, of rural
Cave Junction. The recog-
nized student has maintained
a 2.5 grade-point average.

A member of the varsity
volleyball team, she was
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ers. It is the first step toward
raising $300,000, an amount
that possibly will qualify the
organization for a matching
county grant. The goal is to
raise a million dollars to fund
the start-up and operating
costs for a year’s operation.
JCL hopes to establish a
fund-raising operation similar
to the National Public Radio
and Public Television models
where there is a continuing
effort to raise funds.
Organizers of the show
said there will be more raisers
in the future and that they are
always looking for help with
their effort. To join, e-mail
info@josephinelibrary.org or
visit josephinelibrary.org.
-Wally Aiken

port also have been stalling
the planning of an event to
celebrate the 150 anniver-
sary of Oregon in 2009. The
Siskiyou Smokejumper Base
is the first aerial firefighting
base in Oregon history and,
along with the Moon Tree
story, could have been devel-
oped into one of the more
significant events of the state-
wide celebration.

SSBMP  planners be-
lieved that an event like this
would have provided a sig-
nificant opportunity to pro-
mote S.W. Oregon with one
of the state’s great action-
adventure stories.

Roosa’s involvement in
NASA’s Apollo moon mis-
sions and his career as a U.S.
Air Force test pilot opened
the door for the Moon Tree
event at L.V. Airport to in-
clude an interesting mix of
participants associated with
aviation, aerospace, rocketry,

firefighting, silviculture and
astronomy. Participants in-
vited to attend included
NASA, the Cafe Foundation,
Pine Mountain Observatory,
experimental aircraft organi-
zations, Civil Air Patrol, and
military jet demonstrations.
The SSBMP event coor-
dinators had invited Aggie
Pilgrim, the last of the
Takilma Tribe, to dedicate the
Moon Tree. Invitations also
were sent to Edgar Mitchell,
the last surviving member of
the Apollo 14 mission, and
astronaut-school teacher Bar-
bara Morgan with her hus-
band, Clay Morgan, a retired
smokejumper. Efforts were
under way to contact and
mvite the children of Roosa,
all of whom were with their
father when he came to the
Siskiyou Smokejumper Base
and personally planted the
first Moon Tree in 1976.
(Continued next week)
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Goodman, LMT

Relieves pain, stress & injuries
through Deep Muscle Massage,
gentle CranioSacral Therapy
or Foot Reflexology.

“Call: 592-6947 for Appt. Mon-Fri
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DAVID ANDERSON EXCAVATING

Licensed General Contractor
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construction, brush clearing, septic installation
& utility line trenching
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I don’t want to be a passenger in my own life.

- Diane Ackerman -
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0 $400 0 $350
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SPONSORS NEEDED!

Support Valley Youth with Positive Results
Become a Sponsor of Little League Baseball

2008 Levels of Sponsorship
Regular season BASEBALL team sponsor (name on game jerseys and banner)
Regular season SOFTBALL sponsor (name on game jerseys and banner)
ALL STAR season team sponsor (banner recognition)
League VIP sponsor — Help purchase upgrades to meet safety requirements
League CHILD sponsor — Pays registration fees for children unable to afford them
$25  League FIELD sponsor — Pays for disposable materials needed (i.e. chalk)

$10  FRIEND of the league — Helps replace balls lost during games
S Any contribution helps our valley league to continue producing champions
-I_I.lI;[lIS_______________________

2008 lllinois Valley Little League Sponsor Form

All donations are tax deductible. Please become a sponsor with lllinois Valley Little
League and help us provide training, equipment, and competition for the 150+ junior
\ athletes in the valley. Please be as generous as possible. Thank you!
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State

Zip

Email

@

Enclose with your check & send to: |.V.

Little League, P.0. Box 86, Cave Junction OR 97523




