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Smokejumper museum group unhappy with JoCo café ruling

Frustration and disap-
pointment are expressed by a
group that planned a smoke-
jumper museum and other
attractions at Illinois Valley
Airport.

In a statement Monday,
Jan. 14, the group stated,
“After 18 months of negotia-
tion, the Josephine County
Airports Manager, Alex
Grossi, has rejected the pro-
posal by a local nonprofit
group to convert the (former)
Siskiyou Smokejumper Base
into a cultural heritage tour-
ism resource.

“The objectives of the
group were to develop the site
to attract and retain tourism
spending in S.W. Oregon and
retain a cultural heritage story
that would convey a positive
community image.”

The group notes that the
base was the first aerial fire-
fighting operation in Oregon.
It is now the last of the origi-
nal four smokejumping bases
in U.S. history still standing.
One of the buildings is the
oldest smokejumper para-
chute loft in the nation.

Further, pointed out the
museum group, “The base
also gives S.W. Oregon a
connection to the Apollo mis-
sions to the moon. One of the
smokejumpers who worked
here in 1953, Stuart Roosa ,
became the command pilot of
Apollo 14. His experiences as
a smokejumper prompted him
to carry tree seeds with him to
the moon.

“These seeds were
planted after the mission re-
turned, and were distributed
during 1976 to commemorate
the U.S. bicentennial. Some

of these trees were distributed
around the world to com-
memorate the American
space program.

“The Siskiyou Smoke-
jumper Base is home of the
moon trees, and advocates for
the historic base believe that a
story like this can call interna-
tional attention to S.W. Ore-
gon, a factor they believe will
make Oregon more competi-
tive in the global tourism
market.”

The original moon tree
planted at the base by Roosa
in 1976 died from lack of care
when the county took charge
of the airfield in 1987. How-
ever, the nonprofit group was
contacted last year by a fam-
ily who has a moon tree and
wants to donate it to the mu-
seum project.

The donor will be a high
school student from Coos
Bay, Roosa’s adopted home-
town. In 2002, the student
entered and won a NASA-
sponsored, national writing
contest with a story about
moon trees.

A moon tree dedication
event is planned for Arbor
Day in April, and advocates of
the base strongly believe this
could be the premiere Arbor
Day event in the nation.

The coming event was
also used by the group to at-
tract special educational op-
portunities for Cave Junction
schools by NASA and Pine
Mountain Observatory. “The
moon tree was a powerful
tool to leverage these pro-
grams, and there were efforts
to continue this for other
schools in the region,” said
the museum project group.

Oregon gets ethanol fuel

Motorists who fill up
with gasoline in Oregon are
putting in a blended fuel that
is 10 percent ethanol as part
of a mandated, phased imple-
mentation of the state’s re-
newable fuel standard.

Nine counties in North-
west Oregon are the first to
fall under the requirement
that began Tuesday, Jan 15.
The rest of the state will fol-
low in stages.

By the middle of Sep-
tember, every licensed gas
station in Oregon will offer
the ethanol-blended fuel as
required. For now, owners of
those stations and the inspec-
tors who will ensure compli-
ance are getting ready for the
change in hopes that motor-
ists don’t experience prob-
lems with their vehicles.

“We have sent notices to
all facilities with licensed
gasoline meters listing the
regions and dates for imple-
mentation,” says Russ Wy-
ckoff, administrator of the
Oregon Department of Agri-
culture’s Measurement Stan-
dards Division, whose inspec-
tors check motor fuel quantity
and quality on a routine basis.

“We have also notified
those licensees on steps to
take to prepare gasoline stor-
age tanks for the switch to the
ethanol-blended product.”

House Bill 2210, also

known as Oregon’s Biofuel
Mandate, passed during the
2007 legislative session and
was signed into law by the
governor. When ethanol pro-
duction in Oregon had the
capacity to reach 40 million
gallons a year, the renewable
fuel standard for ethanol was
to kick in.

That capacity was
reached this fall and has set in
motion an implementation
plan for the required 10 per-
cent ethanol blend of motor
fuel in Oregon. As of Jan. 15
the blended fuel is mandatory
in Multnomah, Clackamas,
Washington, Clatsop, Colum-
bia, Tillamook, Yamihill,
Polk, and Marion counties.
The city of Portland has its
own requirement for ethanol-
blended fuel already in place.

By April 15, Linn, Lane,
Benton, Lincoln, Douglas,
Coos, Jackson, Josephine,
and Curry counties will join
the effort. By Sept. 16 all
counties east of the Cascades
will complete the full state-
wide implementation.

The phased-in approach
assures that suppliers will be
able to provide the ethanol-
blended gas to all regions of
the state. Gasoline dealers
have been given a “heads up”
on the mandate so that prepa-
ration of the fuel storage
tanks can begin.
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REACH - UP, STAND -UP, FLY-UP

To find the good life you must become yourself.
- Dr. Bill Jackson -

The group also planned
to use the historic signifi-
cance of the base to attract
grants for other educational
opportunities in aviation and
aerospace, and other educa-
tional programs for youth.
The group added:

“The airport manager’s
rejection of the heritage pro-
posal puts the moon tree
dedication at risk of cancella-
tion. The group does not ex-
pect to get a nationally sig-
nificant promotional opportu-
nity like this again.

“The Siskiyou Smoke-
jumper Base Museum Project
(SSBMP), a nonprofit group
in Cave Junction, has been
working with the county to
establish an agreement and
authority to proceed with the
work to get the base set up as
a tourism resource. The group
first proposed the project in
August 2006 and produced a
business plan, interpretive
plan, and financial plan in
October the same year.

“To this date, the group
has collected more than 2,000
historic photos and conducted
several interviews in prepara-
tion of telling the story to the
public.”

The central part of the
heritage proposal was the
historic smokejumper mess
hall where the group planned
to set up a small deli-style
grocery store, museum and
information center to tell the
public about other area attrac-
tions.

“The airport manager has
decided to rent the historic
smokejumper mess hall to a
private group who wants to
open a restaurant,” said the
museum backers. “There

have been many attempts to
operate a restaurant in the
building since 1987, and all
have failed.

“The restaurant had been
vacant for two years when

SSBMP proposed converting
the base into a heritage tour-
ism site. The group is uncer-
tain why the airport manager
would throw away a heritage
tourism icon to go back to the
same old thing that has re-
peatedly resulted in failure
and brought nothing to the
economy of the county.”

SSBMP continued, “The
airport manager explained in
his Jan. 8 rejection letter that
we had not been responsive
since receiving a proposed
lease agreement from the
county in August 2007, a full
year after the group had first
proposed the project. The
counterproposal had been
returned to the commissioners
in late September, according
to Gary Buck, our president.

“The reason for the delay
was related to action by the
airport manager, who had
removed parking at the his-
toric base for vehicle and
airplanes when the agreement
was sent to the group.

“These parking areas
were a central part of the
group’s business and interpre-
tive plan to attract and ac-
commodate the parking needs
of families who travel in pri-
vate airplanes, tour buses,
RVs, school buses and ap-
proximately 5 percent of the

traffic on Hwy. 199; some
15,000 vehicles per year.

“The parking areas that
were closed,” said SSBMP,
“had been in use for more than
50 years. The result of these
closures leaves the airport
with no legal place for visiting
aircraft to park and no place
for tour or school buses and
RVs to park or turn around.

“Since the closures were
made, the group has been
talking with the commission-
ers about resolutions for re-
turning the parking, which
could be easily accomplished
with standard FAA waivers
and variances or by returning
the airfield to its original des-
ignation as a light aviation
airport.

“The group has been
very active with trying to get
these problems resolved,
which are essential to using
the smokejumper and moon
tree stories to attract tourism
spending to the region and
benefit the local community.

“There were other bene-
fits the base was going to
bring to the community in the
form of grants and volunteer
assistance from the commu-
nity. They were to help with
coordination of airport events,
provide airport security, and
develop promotional media

that could have helped to
bring more tourism spending
to businesses in all of south-
west Oregon.”

In conclusion, SSBMP
stated, “In the 20 years that
the county has owned the
airport property, the closest it
has ever come to establishing
a significant money-making
operation at this field is the
Siskiyou Smokejumper Base
Museum Project.”

- IVHS School Menu -
Sponsored by

A“ SISKIYOU

; COMMUNITY

HEALTH

CENTER

25647 Redwood HWY

Art's Ren GarTER
STEAKHOUSE & SALeeN

Fine BiNING

Steaks - Chicken - Fish - Large Hamburgers
Restaurant separate from lounge

Now Available Every Day!
Prime Rib & Prime Rib Sandwiches

Open 4 to 9 p.m. (winter hours) 7 days
592-2892 or 592-4222

AVAILABLE DAILY
*Cheeseburger, hamburger,
turkey & cheese sandwich,

Chef or Mandarin chicken
salad, cheese or pepperoni
pizza, nachos
THURSDAY, JAN. 17
*Daily Favorites
Pasta with Marana/meat
sauce, beef & bean burrito,
chicken burger, Hawaiian
pizza, ham & cheese sandwich
& garden salad.
FRIDAY, JAN. 18
*Daily Favorites
Nacho Supreme, corn dog, hot
dog or Polish dog, spicy
chicken burger, supreme or
taco pizza, Italian sandwich, &
chicken Caesar salad.

MONDAY, JAN. 21

*Daily Favorites
Beef soft tacos, chicken nug-
gets, spicy chicken burger,
vegetarian or sausage pizza,
ham & cheese sandwich or
fiesta salad.

TUESDAY, JAN. 22

*Daily Favorites
Chicken fajitas, Rib-B-que
sandwich, chicken burger,

supreme pizza, roast beef &
cheese, garden salad
WEDNESDAY, JAN. 23
*Daily Favorites
Taco salad, chicken or beef
rice bowls, spicy chicken bur-
ger, taco pizza, veggie
sandwich, antipasto salad

Frontier High-Speed Internet lets you:

e Enjoy blazing-fast downloads with the click of a mouse

PLUS, GET YOUR SECOND YEAR
FOR EVEN LESS!

$9499

for the second year with a two-year agreement. Requires a $3.99 monthly modem fee.

e Talk and surf the net at the same time, all on the same line

¢ Keep your personal files safe with a super-secure connection

e Take comfort knowing you have 24/7 customer support
® Reduce unwanted emails with our Anti-Spam Technology

® Watch sports on your PC with ESPN360
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Welcome to the New Frontier

Call 1.866.585.9972 today!

Offer expires 1/31/08. Available for new High-Speed Internet residential customers. Requires Frontier telephone service and a one- or two-year Price Protection Plan agreement. Savings in second year
require a two-year Price Protection Plan agreement. A $200 fee will be charged for early termination. Electronic or other written contract signature is required for a two-year Price Protection Plan agreement.
Frontier High-Speed Internet Service is subject to availability. Maximum speeds may vary. Installation options vary and charges may apply. Applicable taxes, surcharges and USF charges apply. ESPN360
requires a minimum download speed of 450kbps and Windows XP or Mac OS X or above. Other restrictions may apply.
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