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Continuance scheduled 
on Barlow mining plans 

Holland Loop proposal brings many protests 
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“Your Choice to Heal” 
classes 

 
Pregnancy Center 
~319 Caves Hwy.~ 

592-6058 

Is the pain of a past  
abortion still with you?   

 

Abortion Recovery  
is possible! 

 

The elusive Matsutake mushroom is sought 

by numerous hunters who annually flock to Illi-

nois Valley during autumn to harvest them. 

High-quality ‘number ones’ were fetching $20 

per pound from buyers on the Junction Inn va-

cant lot. The U.S. Forest Service Wild Rivers 

Ranger District said Tuesday, Nov. 6 that it had 

issued at least 211 permits with a value of 

$23,840. Figures still were being tabulated on 

the number of permits and value. (Photos by 

Michelle Binker, Illinois Valley News) 

By WALLY AIKEN 

For IVN 

A three-hour hearing  

regarding a controversial 

gravel mining proposal was 

held by the Josephine 

County Planning Commis-

sion Monday night, Nov. 5. 

Some observed that the 

meeting could be summa-

rized by saying that Barlow  

Sand & Gravel LLC brought 

all its experts and a lawyer 

to use 2 1/2 hours to say that 

the criteria were met; and 

that those opposed were 

given the remaining 30 min-

utes. 

 The meeting was held 

in Anne Basker Auditorium 

in Grants Pass to discuss 

possibly amending the Jose-

phine County Comprehen-

sive Plan. It would add a 

property at 2612 Holland 

Loop to the Inventory Of 

Significant Aggregate Sites. 

The request was brought 

by Illinois Valley Ranch 

LLC, and Barlow Sand & 

Gravel LLC. If approved, 

Barlow plans to apply for a 

conditional-use permit from 

the county to allow mining 

of up to 500,000 cubic yards 

of aggregate from the 55-

acre site. 

Several Illinois Valley 

residents attended the meet-

ing to voice concerns.  

 Ken Stern, who lives 

near the property in ques-

tion, voiced strong opposi-

tion to the proposal. He 

stated that the mining opera-

tion would be detrimental to 

his agricultural operation. 

Stern raises cattle, grows 

vegetables and recently 

planted an orchard with 100 

trees. He also pointed out 

that Oregon Statewide Plan-

ning Goal 3 is to “preserve 

and maintain agricultural 

land.” 

The mine, he said, 

would cause financial loss in 

agricultural production and 

in the value of his property 

itself. Stern also showed 

photographs of flooding on 

his property  that he believes 

is a direct result of previous 

Barlow mining operations.  

Wes Nicholson, also a 

Holland Loop resident, said 

that he had worked with 

Barlow in the past and had 

allowed mining on his prop-

erty, but of a different type. 

He said that it is not neces-

sary to dig the pits as Bar-

low is doing now.  

Nicholson contends that 

Barlow is opting for a 

cheaper, but more destruc-

tive form of mining. 

Cate Bendock, of Win-

dridge Vineyard on Holland 

Loop, expressed concerns 

about increased traffic, dust, 

and the noise inherent in a 

mining operation of the size 

proposed. She also referred 

to a mining operation that 

Barlow was forced to termi-

nate last year after it was 

discovered the property to 

be mined had been incor-

rectly identified by Barlow 

in the application process. 

“They have shown they 

cannot be trusted to be good 

neighbors,” Bendock said in 

her statement before the 

commission. In answer, Bar-

low’s Bill Peterson said that 

it is true that mistakes were 

made in the past, but that 

Barlow had done everything 

required to rectify its errors.  

Barlow representatives 

at the meeting spoke to the 

necessity of a local source of 

aggregate to supply the in-

creasing demand due to de-

velopments already ap-

proved in Cave Junction city 

limits.  They also stated they 

felt that the legal criteria to 

approve the amendment had 

been met.  

  Because it became 

apparent that there were still 

questions concerning noise 

regulations and soil compo-

sition, and other issues in-

volving the necessary crite-

ria, the commissioners voted 

6-0 to continue the discus-

sion. That is to occur during 

a meeting Monday, Nov. 26 

at 7 p.m. in Anne Basker 

Auditorium next to the 

county courthouse in Down-

town Grants Pass. 

There was a request by 

Holland Loop resident Joel 

Perkins to hold the meeting 

at the county building in 

Cave Junction. It was denied 

because the needed cable 

broadcasting equipment is 

all in Basker Auditorium. 

Suicide found 
in Selma ID’d 

Oregon State Police 

detectives have released the 

name of a man who died of 

a “self-inflicted gunshot 

wound” in Selma Oct. 13. 

OSP identified the vic-

tim as Kory William Wright, 

19, of Grants Pass. He was 

licensed to carry a concealed 

weapon, said OSP. 

Wright was found lying 

on the middle of Illinois 

River Road near Norman 

Road with head trauma. A 

pistol was lying at his side. 

Illinois Valley Fire Dis-

trict and American Medical 

Response found him dead on 

arrival at approximately 6 

a.m. OSP detectives per-

formed the death investiga-

tion, which included inter-

viewing the victim’s girl-

friend and mother at the 

scene. 

Flags lowered 
for Army sgt. 
killed in action  

All flags at public 

institutions were flown at 

half-staff throughout Ore-

gon Saturday, Nov. 3, in 

honor of U.S. Army Sgt. 

Joshua Charles Brennan 

who was killed in action in 

the Korengal Valley of Af-

ghanistan. 

Brennan, 22, of Ontario, 

was a member of the 2nd 

Battalion, 503rd Airborne 

Infantry Regiment, 173rd 

Airborne Brigade Combat 

Team stationed in Vicenza, 

Italy. 

“Sgt. Brennan was a 

brave Oregon soldier who 

will always be remembered 

for his sacrifice and commit-

ment to service,” said Gov. 

Kulongoski, who ordered 

the lowered flags. 

Housing assistance listed 
SOFCU Community 

Credit Union said that it 

wants to help anyone af-

fected by the recent down-

swing in the housing market. 

In an effort to help, 

SOFCU is offering several 

specialized programs. Ex-

cept for the Counseling Pro-

gram, these programs are 

not exclusive to SOFCU. 

On the lending side is 

the new FHA Secure Initia-

tive Program.  It is designed 

to provide refinancing op-

portunities to home owners 

in a non-FHA adjustable 

rate loan whose payments 

have been reset.  

SOFCU also has been 

approved for ODVA loans, 

with “attractive interest rates 

and flexible guidelines for 

Oregon vets for purchase of 

a primary residence.” 

Among other programs to 

help new home buyers are 

First Time Home Buyer 

loans such as Rural Devel-

opment, and Oregon Bond.  

T h e r e  a l s o  a r e 

“specialty loans” that can 

help those with less-than- 

perfect credit or with non-

conforming properties. 

Free, confidential coun-

seling is available for those 

in default with their mort-

gage and need help in talk-

ing to their lender for a 

“workout solution.” Other 

services through housing 

counselors include help with 

repairing credit, budgeting 

and savings. 

 

Come see our Large Selection 
 

DirecTV, Toys, Digital Cameras, Camcorders, Satellite Radio Sirius XM, Guitars,  
Keyboards, Karaoke, Cell Phones & Accessories, Trac Fones, Giftables, Printer  
Cartridges, Pioneer &  Kenwood Car Audio, Security, Video Games & Machines,  
GPS, IPODs & MP3s-Zune 

Grand Opening Sales Throughout the Store! 
Friday, Nov. 9 through Friday, Nov. 16 
 
*Sun. through Wed., rent any 2 videos & get 1 stock title free 
*Large DVD Selection 
*New Movies Every Tuesday 
*Reservations Accepted 
*Video Games: PS, PS2, X-Box, X-Box 360, Game Cube, N64 
Game Specials 
*All VHF for sale, $2.60 to $5.00 
*New DVDs Selection for Sale starting at $5.99 

Things we want you to know: Offer valid with two-year service agreement of $39.95 and higher. All service agreements 
subject to early termination fee. Credit approval required. $30 activation fee. $15 equipment change fee. Roaming charges, 
fees, surcharges, overage charges, and taxes apply. 96¢ Regulatory Cost Recovery Fee applies; this is not a tax or govern-
ment required charge. Network coverage and reliability may vary. Usage rounded up to the next full minute. Use of service 
constitutes acceptance of our terms and conditions. Other restrictions apply. Promotional Phone is subject to change. $80 
mail-in rebate required. Allow 10-12 weeks for rebate processing. Promotional offer requires purchase of easyedge access plan 
for at least 90 days. US Cellular-approved phone required on all easyedge plans. Easyedge is a service mark of U.S. Cellular. 
Application charges apply when downloading applications. U.S. Cellular and easyedge are proprietary marks. All other trade-
marks and brand names mentioned herein are the exclusive property of their respective owners. 30-day guarantee: Customer 
is responsible for any charges incurred prior to return. See store for details. Limited time offer. ©2007 U.S. Cellular® 

Grand Opening Specials  
This weekend only: Nov. 9, 10 & 11! 

$29.99 

Motorola  
MotoRAZR 
Phone with camera 

After $80 mail-in rebate 
and unlimited easyedgesm 
plan purchase and two-year 
activation 

KYOCERA 
Strobe 

$.01 
With two-year 
activation 

Activation  charges waived Nov. 9, 10 & 11 
Free car charger with new activation 

• 102 the Drive radio remote Fri. 4 to 7 p.m. 

• Register to win portable DVD player 

• Prizes awarded hourly 

• Deli tray snacks provided by Taylors Sausage 

CJ Video Mart—Radio Shack 
145 N. Redwood Hwy.  

Cave Junction OR 97523 


