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The sense that someone else cares always helps 
because it is the sense of love. 

 

- George E. Woodberry - 

Rotarian 
ducks aid 
IVHS rec 
project 
By MICHELLE BINKER 

IVN Staff Writer 

A “perfect storm” of 
community endeavors swept 
a $28,500 check into coffers 
of the new Illinois Valley 
Booster Club, courtesy 
of  the 2007 Rotary Duck 
Derby.  

The Derby, held in Sep-
tember in Grants Pass, net-
ted some $120,000. Pro-
ceeds were used to match 
funds raised by the four high 
schools in Three Rivers 
School District and Grants 
Pass District 7 to improve 
recreational facilities. 

“We’ve had a very suc-
cessful Duck Derby,” said 
Bill Thorp, a Grants Pass 
Rotarian. Also known as 
“Papa Duck,” Thorp was on 
hand to deliver the duck 
bucks Tuesday, Oct. 16 dur-
ing the regular noon meet-
ing of Illinois Valley 
Rotary Club at Junction Inn. 

“The project we’re 
working on is a press box 
for the athletic field,” said 
Mark Higgins, IVHS ath-
letic director. “This will be 
of benefit to all sports 
and the visiting teams. 

“This is a great start to 
getting this project off the 
ground.” 

Damien Crowson, the 
school’s former athletic di-
rector and current principal 
at Lorna Byrne Middle 
School, was unable to at-
tend. But his efforts toward 
making the derby work for 
I.V. were recognized. 

JoAnn Bethany, IVHS 
principal, recalled that be-
cause the school no longer 
had a functional booster 
club, it was unable to take 
advantage of the funding 
last year. 

“When we realized the 
opportunity we were miss-
ing by not having a con-
certed fund-raising effort 
under the umbrella of 
a  booster club, it really 
pulled the community to-
gether,” Bethany said. 

Thorp described the 
outcome as a “perfect 
storm,” which brought the 
community into focus. In 
addition to the new booster 
club, a new Rotary Club 
has been established in Illi-
nois Valley. 

“Besides this money, 
we now have a great, func-
tioning booster club at the 
high school that will benefit 
the schools and the commu-
nity for years to come,” 
Bethany said. 

A challenge by the prin-
cipal at North Valley High 
School, to see which school 
could get the most ducks 
adopted was won by IVHS. 
It received an additional 
$400 check for that effort. 

Said Bethany, “As I 
have been a part of this 
through the last year, I have 
seen how those in Rotary 
have given of themselves to 
help the kids in this valley. 
It humbles me to know that 
there are people who will do 
things like this for children 
who aren’t theirs.” 

to provide transportation 
help for Oregon seniors to 
better access farmers mar-
kets and farm stands. 

*Enhanced food stamp 
outreach efforts to rural com-
munities and seniors citizens, 
in partnership with the Ore-
gon Hunger Relief Task 
Force and Oregon AARP. 

Currently, more than 
440,000 Oregonians -- the 
majority of them children -- 
receive food aid through the 
Food Stamp Program each 
month. Households with 
incomes below 185 percent 
of the federal poverty level 
($3,084 a month for a fam-
ily of four) may qualify for 
benefits, which are based on 
household income, size and 
expenses.  

Food stamp benefits,  
100 percent federally funded, 
generate approximately $855 
million of economic activity 
each year in Oregon. 

A new initiative to 
improve the health of Ore-
gonians through improved 
nutrition was announced by 
Gov. Kulongoski last week. 

 The Governor’s Hun-
ger, Health & Nutrition Ini-
tiative will be funded by 
$1.7 million in bonus funds 
awarded by the federal Food 
and Nutrition Service in 
recognition of Oregon’s 
outstanding work in provid-
ing food stamps to needy 
Oregonians. 

“My experience in 
April, living on an average 
food stamp budget of $3 a 
day, gave me a greater ap-
preciation for the challenge 
thousands of Oregonians 
face every day when trying 
to make ends meet,” said  
Kulongoski. 

“This targeted initiative 
will increase the ability of 
hungry Oregonians to im-
prove their health and, con-
sequently, their ability to be 
productive members of our 
communities.” 

In September, Oregon 
received a $1.7 million 
“bonus” award from the 
federal Food and Nutrition 
Service of the Dept. of Agri-
culture for being one of the 
nation's top five states in 
providing food stamps to 
the highest percentage of 
people who are eligible for 
food aid. 

The governor said that 

his initiative will use those 
bonus funds to further im-
prove Oregon’s food stamp 
program. The effort will 
focus on access to nutritious 
foods and on helping to en-
roll more seniors and rural 
Oregonians who are eligible 
for, but not receiving, food 
assistance. 

The initiative also will 
take advantage of matching 
federal funds, creating a 
potential $2.94 million total 
investment. 

“We have made great 
strides, but our fight against 
hunger is not won,” said the 
governor. “Now we must 
take the battle to the next 
step and make sure that all 
Oregonians have access to 
adequate and nutritious 
food.” 

Highlights of the initia-
tive include: 

*Development of a pilot 
project targeted to improv-
ing food stamp client access 
to fresh fruits and vegeta-
bles. 

*Expanded nutrition 
education efforts for low-
income families focused on 
purchasing and preparing 
low-cost, nutritious meals. 

*Investments in equip-
ment to improve the Oregon 
Food Bank’s ability to store 
and distribute donated pro-
duce and other perishable 
foods. 

*Development of edu-
cational tools for Oregon 
medical professionals to 
strengthen their focus on the 
health consequences of 
hunger and food insecurity. 

*Support for Oregon 
farmers markets, including 
the purchase of debit/credit 
card equipment to enable 
food stamp recipients to buy 
fresh produce at farmers 
markets; and a pilot project 

Grants Pass Police have arrested “Frankenstein” in connec-
tion with criminal mischief/grafitti to buildings, and damages 
likely will be substantial, said GP Dept. of Public Safety 
(GPDPS). 

The suspect, said to be a member of the ISH tagging 
team, is identified as Lance Johnson, 22, of Grants Pass. 
“Frankenstein” is his adopted grafitti tag, according to 
GPDPS police officers. 

 Johnson is charged with second- and third-degree crimi-
nal mischief, the number of counts to be determined, said 
GPDPS. Numerous buildings during the past few months are 
believed to be involved; charges are being referred to the Dis-
trict Attorney’s office. 

Johnson was arrested Saturday, Oct. 20. He was found in 
possession of paint cans, rubber gloves and stencils, said 
GPDPS. At his residence, officers found “numerous articles 
of grafitti, as well as several marijuana smoking devices.” 

Gov. Kulongoski dishes up program to 
lessen hunger; boost nutrition, health 

Rain-slick pavement was said to have 
contributed to a roll-over accident at ap-
proximately 6:20 p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 18 
in the 200 block of Illinois River Road. Illi-
nois Valley Fire District (IVFD) and Ameri-
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Fine Dining 
Steaks - Chicken - Fish - Large Hamburgers 

 

Restaurant separate from lounge 
 

Now Available Every Day! 
Prime Rib & Prime Rib Sandwiches 

 

Open 4 to 9 p.m. 7 days    
592-2892 or 592-4222 

 

  Concrete       

  Remodel 

  New Construction 

 

CCB 174891                                   592-4753 

 

Elementary Schools 
Lunch Menu Sponsored 

by 
 

       

   321 S. Redwood Hwy. 

592-2541 
 

THURSDAY, OCT. 25 
Sweet & sour chicken, 

cheeseburger, pepperoni or 
veggie pizza, ham & cheese 
sand., chicken salad wrap, 
fruit & yogurt parfait or gar-

den salad. 
FRIDAY, OCT. 26 

Salisbury steak, grilled ham & 
cheese, BBQ chicken burger, 

totally turkey sand., PB & 
nanner wrap. Cobb or garden 

salad, *cookie of the month*  

MONDAY, OCT. 29 
Popcorn chicken, corn dog, 
chicken quesadilla, PB&J 

sandwich, cleaver club wrap, 
chef or garden salad. 
TUESDAY, OCT. 30 

Very teriyaki dippers, ham-
burger, BBQ or cheese pizza, 

super-duper sub, crispy 
chicken wrap, fruit & yogurt 

parfait or garden salad. 
WEDNESDAY, OCT. 31 

Witch on a broom stick, howl-
ing chicken burger, scream-
ing mac and cheese, tuna 
torpedo terror, trick or treat 

turkey wrap 

can Medical Response went to the scene. 
No injuries were reported. All occupants, a 
father and his two children, were wearing 
safety belts. (Photo by Dale & Elaine 
Sandberg, IVFD Media Dept.) 

Sundays OK 
to sell liquor 

At least half the state’s 
240 liquor stores are open 
on Sundays and holidays, 
including 30 in the Portland 
metropolitan area, according 
to the Oregon Liquor Con-
trol Commission (OLCC). 

No liquor stores in Jose-
phine County are open on 
Sundays. 

Customers can find the 
closest stores open Sundays 
on OLCC’s Website at 
www.oregon.gov/OLCC/
liquor_stores.shtml. “Click 
on liquor store locations for 
a listing of the stores, in-
cluding hours of operation 
and a link to a map to each 
one,” OLCC said. 

The agency requires its 
stores to be open Mondays 
through Saturdays. Sundays 
and holidays are optional. 

GP cops arrest ‘Frankenstein’ 

Bridgeview Community Church -- 
Come for the music, stay for the Word 

All welcome 


