
County fund scene 
meet topic Oct. 11 

For Illinois Valley residents, Josephine 
County commissioners will hold a public 
input meeting about the county’s funding 
situation on Thursday, Oct. 11. 

The town hall gathering will be held at 
Lorna Byrne Middle School on S. Junction 
Avenue from 6 to 8 p.m. 

Another town hall will be held Thurs-
day, Oct. 18 during the same time at Anne 
Basker Auditorium next to the county court-
house in Grants Pass. 

Commissioners will solicit public opin-
ion on a variety of possible revenue options 
that have been identified by citizens. If fed-
eral timber-revenue funds are discontinued 
by Congress, the county will lose 65 percent 
of its general fund. 

Cooler temperatures have allowed the end of 
fire season, but windy weather and dry vegeta-
tion still can lead to escaped debris burns. 
Such was the case Sunday, Oct. 7 at nearly 4 
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Illinois Valley Fire District held the blaze to ap-
proximately one-quarter acre. (Photo by 
Michelle Binker, Illinois Valley News)  

Did you know ... 
... that you can easily obtain a one-year subscription to 

Illinois Valley News for just $22.80? And you can send gift subscriptions 
to your out-of-state friends and relatives for only $36 per year.   

WOPR input longer 
Public comments about the Bureau of 

Land Management’s Western Oregon Plan 
Revisions (WOPR) will be accepted until 
Dec. 10, as the deadline is extended 30 days. 

The draft document involves future 
management of 2.5 million acres of public 
land in Western Oregon. 

“This is a substantial planning effort, 
and I want to make sure that Oregonians 
have ample time to participate,” said Dick 
Prather, WOPR project manager. 

Comments and suggestions from the 
public, he said, with ideas from cooperating 
agencies, will be used by BLM “to craft pro-
posed resource management plans that will 
be analyzed in a final EIS next year.” The 
complete document is available at blm.gov/
or/plans/wopr. 

Comments now must be received or 
postmarked before Dec. 10. Comments can 
be submitted electronically from the Website 
or mailed to Western Oregon Plan Revi-
sions, P.O. Box 2965, Portland OR 97208. 

Barter Faire 2007,  marking the fifth annual 
fund-raiser for Dome School in Takilma, was 
held Friday through Sunday, Oct. 5 through 7 
on Page Creek Road. Attractions included ap-
ple press demonstrations (above), goods for 

barter and sale, dancing puppets, fire perform-
ers and musical entertainment including 
(below) the Frankie Hernandez Band. The 
zero-waste event was well-attended. (Photos 
by Josiah Dean, Illinois Valley News)  

 

Illinois Valley Safe House Alliance (IVSHA) and Home Valley Bank hosted an I.V. 
Chamber of Commerce mixer Friday, Oct. 5 at IVSHA’s future home, the current Home 
Valley branch in Cave Junction. IVSHA board members and staff (above) shared plans 
for the new facility with attendees. (Photo by Michelle Binker, Illinois Valley News)   

Group aims at reopening libraries 
A new, private non-

profit corporation has been 
formed with the intention of 
reopening and running the  
Josephine County public 
libraries. 

The ad hoc citizens 
group, formerly known as 
“Josephine Library Team” 
or “JoLT,” has received its 
incorporation papers under 
the name, “Josephine Com-
munity Libraries.” The or-
ganization now is able to 
recruit and establish the per-
manent board of directors 
and to accept donations to-
ward the reopening and op-
eration of area libraries.   

“We’re thrilled with the 
progress we’ve made in the 
past month,” said Cathye 
Mason, chairman of the 
steering committee for the 
libraries organization. 

This effort began with a 
public meeting in late July 
during which volunteers 
stepped forward to study the 

feasibility of operating the 
libraries as a public-private 
partnership with the county.   
Rogue Community College 
Foundation has since agreed 
to accept contributions on 
behalf of Josephine Com-
munity Libraries while the 
latter awaits its nonprofit 
designation from the IRS, 
which can take up to a year. 
Tax-Deductible Donations 

Can Be Made in Support 

“This allows people to 
make contributions now that 
will be tax-deductible,” said 
Mason. Checks or money 
orders can be out to “RCC 
Foundation/Josephine Com-
munity Libraries.” Only 
checks or money orders, and 
not cash, can be accepted. 
Contributions should be 
mailed to Josephine Com-
munity Libraries, P.O. Box 
1684, Grants Pass OR  
97528.  

While the organization 
is developing its budget, it (Continued on page 10) 

hopes to raise at least 
$300,000 to be eligible for 
matching funds from Jose-
phine County. Earlier this 
month, the board of county 
commissioners voted to es-
tablish a $300,000 matching 
grant that can be made 
available to a qualified non-
profit organization for li-
brary operations. 

As part of its plan for 
long-term sustainability and 
widespread citizen support, 
Josephine Community Li-
braries (JCL) anticipates 
forming a patron structure 
similar to that of public 
broadcasting. 

“In this model, library 
donors would make yearly 
contributions to provide for 
operations,” Mason said. 
“However, the libraries 
would be accessible to eve-
ryone at no charge.”  

JCL volunteers now are 
setting their sights on estab-


