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Federal funds for counties pending ...

Larry Ragsdale (#34) looks for a hole. (Photo by Jennifer Newsted, lllinois Valley News)

Cougars claw opponents; now at 5-0

Mlinois Valley’s varsity
football team is kickin® A
and takin’ names -- Check it
out: 5-0 in preseason play
and now looking for a state
berth.

In Cave Junction on
Friday night, Sept. 28, the
Cougars again showed their
skills with a 48-6 chomping
of the Sutherlin Bulldogs
from the Class 4-A Far
West League.

The statistics tell their
own story: I.V. amassed 344
yards on offense, vs. 155 by
the Bulldogs. Sutherlin fum-
bled four times; LV. not
even once. And for rushing

yards, the Cougars turned in
286; Sutherlin 96.

Therefore, when LV.
opens Skyline Conference
play Friday, Oct. 5, the 1-3
Pirates will be looking to
come out as spoilers. But the
Cougars have other plans.

I.V. senior Larry
Ragsdale scored four touch-
downs against Sutherlin,
with one coming on a punt
return. He ran for 96 yards,
a low point for the galloping
back this year, who has av-
eraged 216 yards.

And although that
“slowed down” Ragsdale, it
did not deter the Cougars

from rampaging otherwise.

For example, Eric
McConico on 11 attempts
ran for 104 yards. Plus,
quarterback Doug Hoskins,
who gained high praise from
head coach Bob Thornhill,
threw a pair of TD passes,
and ran for 6 himself.

His scoring passes were
21 yards to Ragsdale; 27
yards to Steve Paul. His run
was a 12-yard bootleg. One
of Ragsdale’s runs for pay-
dirt followed an interception
by McConico.

The Bulldogs only man-
aged to score in the second
period on a 39-yard pass.

Unemployment rate in county lessens
to 6.8 percent with slower job growth

Josephine County total
payroll employment rose by
120 in August, mostly due
to seasonal hiring in local
government education be-
fore the start of the school
year, said Oregon Employ-
ment Dept. (OED).

The unemployment rate
was 6.8 percent, less than
the 7.1 percent for July, but
higher than the 6.6 percent
noted in August 2006. Last
month it was noted that
33,177 persons were em-
ployed in the county, out of
a civilian labor force of
35,605, said OED.

Jackson County’s job-
less rate during August was
5.7 percent. The Oregon
seasonally adjusted rate was
5.4 percent; it was 4.6 per-
cent for the United States.

Since August ‘06, total
employment in Josephine
County is up by 40 jobs, a
much slower job growth rate
than during the past few
years, OED said. The slow-
down in construction and
housing is a local and na-
tional event, and is reflected
in recent employment esti-
mates, it added.
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year, manufacturing rose by
30 jobs, 20 of those in wood
products manufacturing.
Despite the monthly upturn,
manufacturing stands at 60
jobs below the year-before
totals. Wood products
manufacturing accounts for
two-thirds of the decline in
manufacturing.

Any manufacturing sec-
tors that depend on the resi-
dential housing sector may
be poised for some job losses
in coming months, as the
outlook for housing contin-
ues to remain poor in the
near future due to a glut of
unsold homes and tightening
lending standards, OED said.

Health care and social
assistance rose by 40 jobs
during August, and has been
a consistent job creation
machine in Rogue Valley

for the past few years. Dur-
ing the year, this sector
added 140 jobs in Josephine
County, for a strong job
growth rate of 3.7 percent.
Leisure and hospitality
likely has passed its sea-
sonal hiring peak, falling by
20 jobs during August. This
tourism-dependent  sector
posted the fastest job growth
of any published sector dur-
ing the past 12 months, up
by 5.1 percent and gaining
160 jobs during that time.
Government hiring to-
taled 80 in August, with
nearly all the increase in
local education. During the
past year, government em-
ployment was little changed,
with losses in state govern-
ment (-20) countered by a
gain of 30 in local govern-
ment education, OED said.

OHSU gets $2 mil cancer grant

Oregon Health & Sci-
ence University Cancer In-
stitute in Portland has re-
ceived a five-year Centers
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention grant of more than
$2 million to disseminate
information and education
materials to hematological
cancer survivors, their fami-
lies and care-givers.

The grant, awarded to
nine organizations in the

first round of funding, al-
lows the Cancer Institute to
use rapid electronic commu-
nication methods to develop
and distribute educational
material to adolescents and
young adults diagnosed with
hematological cancers.

According to project
team members, there is a
dearth of survivorship mate-
rial targeted at this age
demographic.

(Continued from page 1)

significant payments from
the program, with the
Fourth District of Oregon
receiving the most federal
investment.

Before the program was
passed in 2000, DeFazio had
pushed to make the program
permanent. However, he
said, due to objections by
some in the timber industry
and even some county offi-
cials, the program was modi-
fied to a six-year program.

As the program faced
expiration last year, counties
in Oregon such as Jose-
phine, and across the nation,
began to close libraries, lay
off county employees, cur-
tail sheriff patrols, release

prisoners early, curtail
search-and-rescue  opera-
tions, and deny mental

health services. At least one
county is on the brink of
declaring bankruptcy and
giving up county status,
DeFazio reported.

Earlier this year, De-
Fazio and others made nu-
merous attempts to extend
the program. They ulti-
mately were successful in
getting a one-year extension
of the program attached to
the emergency supplemental
appropriations bill. Counties
will receive funding under
that law through June 2008.

However, given the
uncertainty of continued
federal assistance, many
counties have continued to
slash funding for vital ser-
vices such as education,
health care, and law en-
forcement.

Teacher aim
to be armed
lawsuit base

A lawsuit filed by an
Oregon high school teacher
against the Medford School
District, “in a case that
could have statewide, if not
national implications,” is
supported by The Second
Amendment Foundation, of
Belleview, Wash.

According to the foun-
dation, the teacher, identi-
fied as Jane Doe to protect
her privacy, is licensed to
carry a concealed firearm
under Oregon state statute.
“She is fearful for her
safety, and that of her stu-
dents, because of threats she
has reportedly received from
her ex-husband, against
whom she has a restraining
order.

“School officials, con-
tinued the founding, are re-
fusing to allow her to bring
her gun on campus, despite
Oregon law which appears
to allow it.”

A hearing on the case is
scheduled for Thursday,
Oct. 11 in Jackson County
Court.

THURSDAY, OCT 4
Brunch for lunch, cheese-
burger, pepperoni or veggie
pizza, ham & cheese sand.,
chicken salad wrap, fruit &
yogurt parfait or garden
salad.

FRIDAY, OCT 5
Faijita chicken with rice,
grilled cheese sandwich, na-
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= Sony Televisions

= High Definition Experts

« Home Theater Installations

= Speakers

= Pre-wiring

« Cameras & Accessories

= Photo Finishing

= Flat Panel TV Installation Service

$299 (wall mounting does not include
mount or cables)

In July, DeFazio and
Rahall introduced HR 3058,
the Public Land Communi-
ties Transition Assistance
Act of 2007. The bill is
based on the Wyden for-
mula originally offered ear-
lier this year. That proposal,
mirrored in H.R. 3058, is a
multiyear reauthorization of
the county payments
program. It ramps down
funding for the program 10
percent per year, while
ramping up the Payments-
in-Lieu of Taxes (PILT)
program during the same
four-year timeframe.

In response to testimony
during a July hearing on HR
3058, DeFazio made
several changes to the bill,
and last week offered an
amendment in the nature of
a substitute to address those
concerns. First, the substi-
tute made several changes in
the bill to reduce the overall
cost of the legislation.

Those changes include
extending the Secure Rural
Schools program through
2011 rather than 2012,

which will result in a cost
saving of $761 million. The
substitute also ramps up
PILT payments during the
next three years, rather than
to immediately fully fund
PILT. This change will re-
sult in a cost saving of ap-
proximately $112 million.

Finally, the substitute
changed the “offsets” to pay
for the bill. As introduced,
the bill would have author-
ized the Interior secretary to
raise revenue from commer-
cial activities to offset the
costs of the bill. However,
during the July hearing sev-
eral Republican members
expressed concerns about
those offsets, Defazio said.

The substitute uses the
fees from Outer Continental
Shelf oil and gas leases to
pay for the bill.

Total cost of the bill is
estimated at $2.7 billion
during a four-year period.
The Congressional Budget
Office estimates that the
OCS fees will provide
$2.875 billion during a five-
year period.
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Phone for details!

Home: 592-6692
Cell: 660-9824

Phone Now! NRA instructor:
Steven Mohr (Reliance Concepts)

Concealed-Carry Handgun Classes
being held right here in Cave Junction!

Women only classes also available!
Seating is limited, classes are filling fast!
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REACH - UP, STAND -UP, FLY-UP

PARAMED

Members Don’t Worry About Emergency Ambulance Expenses!

A $45 yearly membership to Paramed covers all family mrmlwr\ in the home,
lllness and injury can [IJLL without warning

that your cost is covered for emergencies and medically necessary trans POTTs.

“Serving The Northwest Since 1913”

AMERICAN
MEDICAL
RESPONSE

; but, it’s comforting to know

Flat-panel TVs: FREE TV DELIVERY every Wednesday with

major purchases of $S1000 or more, now through October.

chos, totally turkey sand., ‘PB
& nanner’ wrap, Cobb or gar-
den salad.
MONDAY, OCT. 8
Chicken nuggets, hot dog,
burrito, PB&J sandwich,
cleaver club wrap, chef or
garden salad.
TUESDAY, OCT. 9
Two taco Tuesday, ham-
burger, BBQ or cheese pizza,
super-duper sub, crispy
chicken wrap, fruit & yogurt
parfait or garden salad.
WEDNESDAY. OCT. 10
Cheese sticks with Marinara,
chicken burger, sloppy Joe
sandwich, tuna torpedo
sand., “It’s Italian” wrap, pop-
corn chicken or garden salad.

Sony KDL 40” $3000

$1599%

= 720p Resolution

= BRAVIA Engine™

= 10-bit display panel
& processing

Sony KDL 32” $3000
$999%
= 720p Resolution
= BRAVIA Engine™
= 8-bit display panel
& processing

Sony KDL 40” XBR5

= Full HD 1080p Resolution

= Motionflow™ 120Hz

= BRAVIA Engine™ PRO

= XVColor™ capability, Deep
Color (HDMI v1.3 option)

24 Hrs. * 7 Days A Week

Absolute peace of mind with expert critical care just a phone call away.

FOR EMERGENCY CALL 911
FOR NONEMERGENCY DIAL 1-877-504-8075

541-479-1833

315 S.E. 7th St.

(corner of 7th & I, downtown), Grants Pass
Licensed & Bonded CCB #175930

Stretcher Service also available
For Paramed Information Phone

1 (800) 228-7601 Ext. 63451

we rock the house.




