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THE KING OF THE Califor-

nia missions, Mission San
Luis Rey, is located in
Oceanside in San Diego

k.

County. A visit to the expan-

sive site, founded in 1798,

provides a transport to the

past when Franciscan friars,

Indians and Mexicans in-

habited the mission and its
surrounding area. San Luis
Rey is operated by the Fran-

ciscan Friars of California.

There are self-guided and
guided tours, a museum,

gift shop and retreat center.

(Photos by El Jefe, lllinois
Valley News)

Staff, firemen
aid residents

Fire in a planter box
caused dense smoke and
evacuation of 13 residents at
an assisted-living facility on
Thursday, Aug. 2, said Fire
Cpl. Cory Fox, of Grants Pass
Dept. of Public Safety
(GPDPS).

The fire was reported at
4:16 p.m. Because of intense
smoke, a second alarm was
called. Twelve firefighters,
four police officers, and two
crews from American Medi-
cal Response went to the
scene.

The blaze at Arbor
House on Gold Court resulted
in all residents being evacu-
ated. Facility staff had begun
the process before emergency
personnel arrived; and fire-
fighters made evacuation
their first priority, said Fox.

The fire was brought
under control within 20 min-
utes. A built-in sprinkler sys-
tem greatly helped to extin-
guish the blaze, he said.

The fire was contained to
an exterior wall and attic
space of a garage. The cause
is listed as smoking material
being discarded in a planter
box that was against a wall.

Nona’s Place provides comfort, care, compassion

By MICHELLE BINKER
IVN Staff Writer

For many senior resi-
dents of Illinois Valley,
Cory Bull knows that as the
time arrives when they can
no longer live on their own,
there are few options.

Bull said that she has
worked in senior care for 15
years, including a few resi-
dential facilities and a nurs-
ing home in Grants Pass.

“I’ve seen a lot of Cave
Junction residents who had
to leave the valley,” she
noted, often leaving behind
friends or family who strug-
gle to schedule visits.

“The places were too
‘corporate feeling’,” Bull
states, and she felt that resi-
dents suffered from a lack of
continuity of care as em-
ployees cycled through the
facility.

“You just can’t get the
kind of one-on-one care
that’s really beneficial and
appreciated,” she explained.
Bull had a dream to bring
quality residential care to
[linois Valley.

In late July, after two
years of legal hurdles and
remodeling, she and her
mother, Tami Duhaime,
opened Nona’s Place, a five-
bedroom senior adult foster
home; the first within Cave
Junction city limits.

Residents receive 24-
hour supervision, and every-
thing -- All necessities and
food, all medication admini-
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» 21 Flavors Dryer’s
Top-notch Ice Cream

» Soft-gerve Vanilla

» No-sugar-added
Flavor

» Sorbet

11 am. to 10 p.m,
Mondays - Thursdays
& Sundays

11 am. to 11 pm,
Fridays & Saturdays

Behind Subway
in downtown CJ
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Senior Adult Foster Home

Where compassion comes naturally
and happiness is homemade.

Open House

When: Friday, August 10th

Time: 2to6p.m.
Where: 210 South Old Stage Road
Why: Grand Opening!

Phone: 592-6309
Supported by the community for the community!

Juanita Steffens and Cory Bull at Nona’s Place (Photo by lllinois Valley News)

stration and all assistance
with  bathing, showering,
and toilet, if necessary -- are
taken care of. The monthly
rate of $2,800 for a private-
pay resident doesn’t in-
crease, Bull said, unless the
resident becomes bed-
bound.

The home on S. Old
Stage Road was donated by
a family friend, for whom
Bull’s grandmother cared
for 30 years.

“We shared every tear,
every joy, every holiday,
every hair appointment with
‘Nona.” She was a family
friend,” Bull recalls.

‘Nona,” who received
hospice care, and through
the assistance of Bull’s fam-
ily stayed in her home until
she died, supported the idea
of the foster home.

Longtime Cave Junc-
tion resident Juanita
Steffens, 84, was among the
first to move in. She spent a
year in a residential facility
m Grants Pass, and moved
home to Cave Junction
when Nona’s Place opened.

“They treat me like a

princess,” Juanita enthused
about her new living situa-
tion. Her family lives quite
close, and friends bring bou-
quets of flowers frequently.

The closeness of family
and favorite belongings help
the residents feel more com-
fortable, Bull said.

“The two ladies here,”
she said, “their families stop
by all the time. They deco-
rate and bring special things
by. When Juanita, (who has
dementia) wakes up in her
room without knowing
where she is she tells me
that she thinks, ‘Well, I
know you must like me be-
cause you have my paint-
ings on the wall.” And she
feels comfortable enough to

go back to sleep.”
Bull, a life-long Cave
Junction resident, began

care-giving at 13, when she
took on care for her diabetic
grandmother. And she
learned it’s the small details
that give great comfort.
“When I realized that a
sugar-free cup of hot cocoa
and some sugar-free cookies
just made her world, I

thought, ‘I can do this’,” she
said.

“It’s a rewarding job,
for both sides,” Bull contin-
ued. “For them to be treated
with respect and dignity and
to get the, ‘Oh, Thank you!’
from the people you’ve just
given a massage or helped
with their pain.

“Whatever it takes to
help make them comfort-
able,” she noted.

Two rooms in the clean,
spacious home are reserved
for state-paid residents. One
is currently occupied. Resi-
dents take meals together
family style. Duhaime, who
said that she has 10 years
experience in senior care, is
the resident manager.

“We say that at Nona’s
Place, compassion comes
naturally, and happiness is
homemade,” Bull observed.

An open house is set
for Friday, Aug. 10 from 2
to 6 p.m. It is located at 210
S. Old Stage Road, two
doors south of Picket Fence
Fabrics.

Cory Bull can be
reached at 592-6309.

SELMA QUICK STOP
COUNTRY STORE

» GROCERIES

» BEER

» BURGERS

» FRIES

» HoTt Docs

» FOUNTAIN SODAS

18252 REDWOOD HwY., SELMA
597-2042
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Frest Edge Farm

Llamas

Love
Treafs

Call & come for a visit

The Farm & Fiber Studio

592-6078
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of a beautiful smile

All phases of general, laser
and cosmetic dentistry

Mercury-free fillings match
your natural teeth

Nitrous oxide available

Complete family care since 1981

Grants Pass Dental Arts
Steven Rogers, DMD, PC

e 474-500)1

Patients
781 NE 7th Street * Grants Pass

Phone
www.drrogers.com

Support the L.V. Lions -- Buy a Harley raffle ticket!
Available at Taylor’s Sausage and Century 21.
Phone 592-2252 or 287-0290




