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IVN Staff Writer

During the late 1980s,
Gary and Ann Garnett knew
that they wanted to trade the
hustle and bustle of South-
ern California for something
quieter.

Gary started thinking
about owning a vineyard,
although he was hardly an
expert in the field.

“l didn’t know that
much about grapes,” he
said. “But it was something
I really wanted to try.”

The couple began look-
ing for property in Califor-
nia’s famed Napa Valley,
noted for its assortment of
vineyards. But that area’s
high real estate values
proved to be cost-
prohibitive, and in Septem-
ber 1988, the Garnetts began
looking to Oregon.

Now, nearly two dec-
ades later, Ann is glad that
they did.

“This area is perfect for
pinots,” she said.

Deer Creek Vineyards,
at 2680 Deer Creek Road in
Selma, grows grapes for
chardonnay, pinot noir and
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Selma’s Gary & Ann Garnett gratified by growing variety of great wine grapes

Deer Creek Vineyards offers tasting room, other items in addition to an attractive location for weddings
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pinot gris wines. The 8-acre
property wasn’t always used
for such a purpose, though.

“It was a hay farm
when we bought it,” ex-
plained Gary.

The Gametts began
planting their first grape-
vines in 1991. That came
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Gary & Ann Garnett (Photo by Scott Jorgensen, lllinois Valley News)

after a solid two years of
converting the property for
vineyard use, including in-
stallation of drip irrigation.
“We put in the entire
vineyard by ourselves,” said
Ann, with a hint of pride.
During 1993, Deer
Creek Vineyards had its first

harvest. All the grapes were
picked by hand, just as they
are now, and put into totes
that hold anywhere from
1,000 to 13,000 pounds.

Deer Creek Vineyards
grows a total of 25,000
grapevines, all of which are
pruned by hand.

State using research data to curb substance abuse

Survey funded by federal government shows Oregon has high rankings in misuse of drugs, alcohol

Using the most compre-
hensive data Oregon has
ever assembled on alcohol,
tobacco and other drug use,
state officials say that they
will design more targeted
means to reduce their use
and the disease and death
they cause.

The data include star-
tling findings such as Ore-
gon youth smoking mari-
juana at rates higher than
tobacco; Oregon ranking
fourth in the nation for alco-
hol-induced deaths; and the
state’s drug-mortality rate
double that of the nation’s
for five consecutive years.

“In the past we’ve un-
dertaken preventive meas-
ures based on good rationale
but far less supporting data,”
said Bob Nikkel, Oregon
Dept. of Human Services
(DHS) assistant director for
addictions & mental health.

“The new data,” he
said, “will permit us to tar-
get prevention dollars and
energy where they are most
needed.”

He said that DHS would
involve treatment providers,
stakeholders and others in
developing a multiyear plan.

The data were compiled
from 11 sources during the
first phase of a three-year,
$200,000 annual grant from
the federal Substance Abuse
and Mental Health Services
Administration, which says
it wants states to make
greater use of data to drive
decisions.

Oregon, one of 13 states
in the project, also hopes to
produce county-level data
this summer.

Among the findings,
details of which can be

found at oregon.gov/DHS/
addictiomn/
resource center.shtml#seow
on the DHS Website:

*Qregonians, who con-
sume more alcohol than the
national average, rank fourth
nationally in alcohol-related
deaths. The rate of such
deaths rose by more than 50
percent during five years.

*More than one in 20
Oregon adults can be classi-
fied as heavy drinkers, with
males 21 to 29 most likely
to be heavy users.

*The rate of Oregon
eighth-graders reporting
having consumed alcohol
during the past 30 days is 76
percent higher than the na-
tional rate.

*QOregon eighth- and
11th-graders are more likely
to light up a marijuana ciga-
rette than one containing
tobacco.

*For the first time since
1998, the rate of Oregon 18-
to 24-year-olds who report
smoking tobacco every day
exceeds the national rate.
Adult deaths from lung can-
cer, emphysema and chronic
lower respiratory disease
exceeded the nation’s rate
for five consecutive years.

*Indicating that
methamphetamine use is
spreading across the state

are data showing that al-
though half of Oregon’s
2002 meth-related deaths
occurred in metropolitan
Portland, by 2005 only 25
percent did.

*QOregon's rate of youth-
ful use of inhalants, which
like alcohol often are easily
obtainable at home, was 50
percent higher than that of
the nation.

*Although the state’s
smoking rates have declined
during the past decade, the
use of smokeless tobacco,
whose health hazards are
less well known, has re-
mained at approximately 6
percent.

The new data show not
only rates of alcohol-caused
deaths, but also that early
death cuts an average of 27
years from women’s life
expectancy and 20 from
men’s among those people
whose deaths are attribut-
able to alcohol.

Positive  findings in-
cluded significantly reduced
use of the drug “ecstasy” in
Oregon as well as fewer
adolescent males reporting
that they drive after drink-
ing, dropping that rate well
below the national average.

Nevertheless, Nikkel
said that the data show a
sharp departure from the
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national decrease in drink-
ing by eighth- and 11th-
graders and calls for redou-
bling efforts to reduce un-
derage drinking. Those ef-
forts have included media
advertising, prevention work
in schools and a three-
community pilot in Newport
and Lake and Wallowa
counties.

He said that rates of
youthful use of alcohol, in-
halants and prescription
drugs, all frequently found
in the home, also are an in-
dicator parents need to con-
tinue to receive prevention
messages.

“It’s one of the most
labor-intensive crops there
is,” Gary said.

Although the harvesting
occurs during the fall, the
Garnetts spend the entire year
weeding, mowing and per-
forming other maintenance.
Last year, the vineyard pro-
duced 150 tons of grapes.
Once they’re harvested, the
grapes are shipped to Foris
Vineyards in Cave Junction
for processing.

During 2005 the vine-
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yard added a tasting room,
featuring a variety of mer-
chandise. Also, Deer Creek
Vineyards recently has be-
gan hosting weddings.

The wine-tasting room
is open from 11 am. to 5
p.m. daily during summer.
During wintertime, it is
open from 11 am. to 5 p.m.
Fridays, Saturdays and Sun-
days.

For more information,
visit deercreekvineyards.com
or phone 597-4226.

Friday, August 3rd

Please join us for great

food music & wine

For information &
reservations: 592-2009

* If your dog is overweight,
YOU need more exercise!”
Now forming: ‘Dog Walking Group’
for well-mannered, licensed and
neutered dogs & their people.

3to 5 miles; Mondays,
Wednesdays, & Fridays;
5:30 to 7 p.m.

Heidi 592-5142

Is the pain of a past abortion still with you?
Abortion Recovery is possible!
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“Your Choice to Heal” classes
Pregnancy Center ~~ 592-6058

Bridgeview Community Church --
Come for the music, stay for the Word
All welcome
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That’s Driving the Move to Toyota
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WHEELER TOYOTA

6th Street (Between ‘J’ & ‘K’)
SALES SERVICE

PARTS

*Cash back from manufacturer. A.PR.
financing through Toyota Financial
Services with approved credit. Tier | &I
only. Offers cannot be combined and
may vary by region. Must take retail
delivery from dealer stock by 07/31/07.
See dealer for details.

T TOYOTA Dealers 476-5206 476-6858 476-9379
www.wheelertoyota.com
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