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Arts & Entertainment

Chamber’s free Concerts in Park will begin June 14

By SCOTT JORGENSEN
IVN Staff Writer
What do a singing dog,
the princesses of Bluegrass
and “Valley Country Band”
have in common?
Answer: They will per-
form during the free Illinois

Nicole Navarro

Valley Chamber of Com-
merce annual Concerts in the
Park series in Cave Junction’s
Jubilee Park this summer.

The first concert is
scheduled for Thursday, June
14, when “Jefferson” will hit
the stage. Takilma resident
Nicole Navarro will perform
her Country Rock on June 21
and Dale Hopper will play
June 28.

All concerts will be held
on Thursdays, and run from
6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Hopper, an O’Brien resi-
dent, has performed at every

Concert in the Park series
since 1999 with various |
bands. In ‘99, it was with
“Dale and the Siskiyou
Mountain Folks.”

“We had a lady play-
ing mandolin, so we
couldn’t call ourselves
boys,” Hopper said.

From 2000 to 2003,
Hopper performed with
“Dale and the Siskiyou
Mountain  Boys.” He
played with “Sequoia
during 2004 and with his
longtime friend and musi-

cal collaborator John
Karsemeyer during the
past two years.

This year, Hopper will be
playing with Karsemeyer
again, along with his wife,
Sharon, and his singing dog,
“Claude.”

Hopper said last year’s
Jubilee Park performance
marked the dog’s inadvertent
on-stage debut.

“He started singing last
year at Concerts in the Park.
People loved it,” Hopper said.

During a subsequent
show at the Valley of the
Rogue State Park, Hopper
brought “Claude,” who sat at
the side of the stage. He
didn’t yet know that “Claude”
was a star in the making.

“People who had been at
the Concert in the Park here
were there, and they asked if [
was going to let ‘Claude’
sing,” Hopper said.

Ever since, the dog has
accompanied Hopper to vari-

Firehouse Gallery display
features ‘Things Forgotten’

“Things Forgotten,” a
display of painting created by
JS Bird, will be shown
through June 30 at the Rogue
Community College Fire-
house Gallery.

Bird, who lives in Mar-
cola, Ore., uses a complex,
layered narrative of mythol-
ogy, ritual, and connection
with ancestors, animals, and
land to create images that
reflect his ideas of beauty.

“These images sing of
the beauty of the world, cele-
brate animal life, dance with
magic, spirit, wounds and

healing, and reflect a sensu-
ous investigation of problem
solving in the realm of color,
shape, and surface,” said
Bird, who earned a master of
fine arts degree in painting
from the University of Mas-
sachusetts.

The Firehouse Gallery is
in Historic City Hall, Fourth
and H Streets, Grants Pass.
The gallery is open from
11:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Tues-
days through Fridays and 10
am. to 1 pm. Saturdays.
Phone 956-7339 or visit
roguecc.edu/Galleries.

Wine grape$ a bumper crop

Oregon’s wine grape
industry is booming due in
part to the growing number of
new vineyards and wineries
popping up across the state,
said Oregon State University
at Corvallis.

According to a new re-
port on selected Oregon com-
modities, wine grape crops

posted gross sales of $46.7
million last year, an increase
of 27.6 percent since 2005.

Increases in harvested
acreage and improved yields
due to better growing prac-
tices, management and sea-
sonal conditions resulted in a
25.6 percent increase in wine
grape production.
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The Emmons Sisters

ous gigs at assisted living,
retirement and nursing home
facilities.

Hopper has played lo-
cally for several years at loca-
tions including Taylor’s
Country Store and Art’s Red
Garter. He has performed
with Karsemeyer off and on
since the late ‘60s.

“We were both very
young people compared to
what we are now,” Hopper
said with a smile.

Anyone attending the
June 28 show can expect to
hear what Hopper describes

s “old Country and Blue-
grass,” including songs by
legends Hank Williams and
Merle Haggard.

“The newest things I do
are 25 years and older,” Hop-
per said.

On July 5, “Broadway
Phil and the Shouters” will
play. “T.J. and the Spurs” are
scheduled for July 12, and
“Altered States” will perform
July 19.

“Valley Country Band,”
a five-piece outfit fronted by
Charlie West, will play on
July 26.

The group has been to-

gether for five years, and has
participated in Cave Junc-
tion’s Concerts in the Park for
the last three years.

West said he looks for-
ward to the show.

“I think it’s a beautiful
little town,” West said. “T like
the people over there, and I
guess they like me.”

“Valley County Band’s”
set will consist of “Country
classics,” West said, along
with some original numbers.

The concert series will
conclude Aug. 2 with a per-
formance by Grants Pass-
based “Bluegrass Gospel”
artists “The Emmon Sisters.”

The group consists of
four sisters ranging in age
from 14 to 20 who write and
perform original music. Au-
gust will mark the third year
that the sisters have played at
Concerts in the Park.

Barbecued hot dogs and
hamburgers will be available
for a fee by Valley Youth
Ministries. Soft drinks also
will be available.

For more information on
the series, phone the Illinois
Valley Chamber of Com-
merce at 592-3326.
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Vacation Bible School z

“Circle of Friends Ranch”
First Baptist Church

18285 Redwood Hwy., Selma 597-4169

June 18-22, 9 a.m. - noon

Ages b years - 6th grade

Pre-registration available

(ICRRL LN ULLAA R\ LN ‘\\\‘\\\\\““‘\\\

=
-~

z
-~
~
Z
(~/

/] I

-

AlL skaters, families, friends, &
community members are encouraged
to come share ideas & Learn more
about our dream for the skate park

in ILLinois Valley at the 5
Skate Park Clean-up & Painting
Saturday, June 9, 5 - 7 p.m. in Jubilee Park.

@ " Shining Stars

Spirial Livin
PC@W{E@ -
" June Ha ¢ Happenings

Beginning Bee Keeping - Thursday, June 7
10am-2pm « $20 ¢ Please Pre-register!

Planting Tomat Basil for Sau L
Saturday, June 9 ¢ 10am-1pm $15 « Please Pre-register!

FREE: Solstice Skill Share « Saturday, June 16
11:30am-11:00pm * FROG FARM, 9044 Takilma Road
An afternoon & evening of sustainable living skill-sharing,
music, storytelling & kids activities.

For more information, call us at 592-3642
Email: spiral@frontiernet.net

Mix a little foolishness with your serious plans.
It’s lovely to be silly at the right moment.

- Horace -

Crossword
courtesy of

[lino1s Valley News

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

ACROSS 39 Dive 7 Word with Midas’ sin

1 Barker 40 Auto need North or 32 Like some

4 __of 41 Ending for South seals
Good pun or trick 8 Type of 33 Relax
Feeling 43 Scot’s name current: 34 Undergarment
(1817-25) 44 1,2,0r3 abbr. 35 Become

7 Place to 46 Bird’s hello 9 __ mouthful; hitched
write 47 Begged utter 37 Presidential

11 Seabed 49 Units of something monogram
growths force important 42 Age for a

13 Gold 51 Like weirdo 10 Smooch toddler
surface 52 Slimy one 11 Network 45 Doing

15 Jai __ 54 Hit hard letters nothing

16 Phrase 56 Places for 12 Like a 48 Casino
for the hives haunted employee
epitome 61 Skin house 50 Fill
of fun marking 14 Too- 53 Assam

19 Joyous 66 Directing frequent silkworm

20 Pudding 68 Actress bar patrons 55 Large group
ingredients Sommer 17 Stringed 56 __out;

21 Time 69 __ monster instrument defeated
periods: abbr. 70 Vehicles 18 Puta overwhelming-

23 Outer: abbr. 71“_me!” stop to ly

24 Sullivan and 72 Ground 22 Full of 57 Sickly
others 73 Positive sharp 58 __ Chase

27 Sign on response obstacles 59 Protection
a door DOWN 24 Peer 60 Commune

30 Ripening 1 Lifeless; 25 Actress west of Caen
agent dull Irene 62 Pronoun

34 __ Valley; . 2 Fairy tale 26 Hang 63 Volume
ski resort creature loosely 64 Elevator man
near Lake " 3 Expose 28 Mark 65 WWII agency
Tahoe 4 Self-esteem 29 Christian 67 Common verb

36 Flooded 5 Division celebration

38 Charlotte __ 6 __ Mater 31 King
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