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Big fairgrounds conce
set June 2 as fund-raiser

By SCOTT JORGENSEN
IVN Staff Writer

A concert has been
scheduled for Saturday, June
2 at Josephine County Fair-
grounds in Grants Pass to
raise money for operating the
fairgrounds.

In November, county
officials discovered that the
operation was $68,000 in debt
and failing to make payroll.
The Josephine County Board
of Commissioners ordered
the fair’s board of directors to
balance its books by Wednes-
day, June 30, and a series of
fund-raisers have been held in
recent weeks to try and close
that gap.

According to concert
organizer Angel Navarro, of
Cave Junction, Saturday’s
concert could well bring the
fairgrounds back to financial
solvency.

“Basically, 100 percent
of the proceeds are going to
the fairgrounds as one of their
last-ditch efforts to open the
fair and make things work,”
Navarro said. “For everybody
that pulls together and fills
the stands as much as we can,
this alone can get the fair-
grounds out of the problem
they’re having.”

Headlining the concert
will be Marc Ford, former
guitarist for The Black
Crowes. Nicole Navarro, An-
gel’s daughter and an accom-
plished entertainer, will per-
form her Country Rock, and
the Ashland-based Frankie
Hernandez Band rounds out
the lineup.

Navarro said that he has
been organizing the show
since December, and that he
was inspired by a sense of
civic commitment. Also, his
daughter has been a member

events at the fairgrounds.

“I don’t want to drive by
the fairgrounds and see an
empty building,” Navarro
said. “It’s going to hurt every-
body if'it closes down.”

A special effort was
made to include a variety of
musical styles, in order to
make the event more inclu-
sive and appeal to a wider
audience.

“What we tried to do for
the concert was have diversi-
fied music,” Navarro said.
“There’s something for little
bit of everybody.”

Chad Sweeley, bassist
for the Frankie Hernandez
Band, describes his group’s
sound as “Latin, soul, funk,
Reggae.”

Sweeley said that his
band jumped at the chance to
contribute to the community.

“It’s always nice to occa-
sionally get the opportunity to
do something like that,”
Sweeley said. “We’re looking
forward to it.”

General admission tick-
ets are $10 in advance and
$15 at the gate. VIP tickets
are $50, or $80 for two, and
include special parking, re-
served seating and backstage
access, with the chance to
meet the artists and obtain
autographs.

Navarro said that mer-
chants donated hundreds of
dollars in prizes, including
tickets for Willie Nelson’s
July 7 concert in Bend.

The gates will open at 5
p-m., and the show will run
from 6 to 10 p.m. Advance
tickets can be purchased at
Taylor’s Country Store in
Cave Junction or the fair-
grounds office in Grants Pass.

For more information,
phone 476-3215 or e-mail
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TUESDAY, JUNE 5
* Graduation Ceremony, IVHS athletic field 7:30 p.m. *
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 13
Last day of classes for students
THURSDAY, JUNE 14
Last day for teachers before summer break
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CBS Up to the Minute (

Strong Medicine @

AVAILABLE DAILY Fser® R
*Cheeseburger, hamburger, turkey & cheese sandwich, Chef or
Mandarin chicken salad, cheese or pepperoni pizza, nachos
THURSDAY, MAY 31
*Daily Favorites
Pasta with Marana/meat sauce, beef & bean burrito, chicken
burger, Hawaiian pizza, ham & cheese sandwich & garden salad.
FRIDAY, JUNE 1
*Daily Favorites
Nacho Supreme, corn dog, hot dog or Polish dog, spicy chicken
burger, supreme or taco pizza, Italian sandwich, & chicken Cae-
sar salad.

MONDAY, JUNE 4
*Daily Favorites
Beef soft tacos, chicken nuggets, spicy chicken burger, vegetar-
ian or sausage pizza, ham & cheese sandwich or fiesta salad.
TUESDAY, JUNE 5
*Daily Favorites
Chicken fajitas, Rib-B-que sandwich, chicken burger, supreme
pizza, roast beef & cheese, garden salad
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6
*Daily Favorites
Taco salad, chicken or beef rice bowls, spicy chicken burger, taco
pizza, veggie sandwich, antipasto salad
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