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Police pursue stolen car 12 miles; three arrested

Three persons were ar-
rested and one is being
sought after police chased a
vehicle for some 12 miles
from Downtown Grants
Pass, and the driver of an-
other vehicle tried to inter-
fere during the pursuit.

Grants Pass Dept. of
Public Safety (GPDPS)
added that the incident be-
gan at 8:25 a.m. Sunday,
Feb. 4 when an officer at-
tempted to stop a car on J
Street near Fourth Street.

The driver failed to
yield and led officers on a
pursuit that went through
Merlin and ended at 1930
Jump Off Joe Creek Road. It
later was determined that the
vehicle had been reported
stolen, said GPDPS.

Arrested at the scene
were city of Grants Pass
residents Jason N. Luttrell,
27; and Seth J. Schafer, 30.
Luttrell was jailed under a

warrant; Schafer was jailed
under a warrant and on a
charge of possession of a
controlled substance/
methamphetamine.

The suspected driver of
the car, identified as Mi-
chael J. Austin, 38, of rural
Grants Pass, fled on foot.
Charges of felony and mis-
demeanor eluding, and reck-
less driving, were to be re-
ferred to the Josephine
County district attorney.

Later, Melissa Cline,
31, of the city of GP, was
jailed. She was charged with

Merlin man dead

Josephine County Sher-
iff’s Office (JCSO) is inves-
tigating a case in which a
Merlin resident was found
shot to death on Tuesday,
Jan. 30.

The victim’s name has
not been released yet.

JCSO was notified by

two counts each of hinder-
ing prosecution, reckless
driving, and resisting arrest;
plus failing to yield to an
emergency vehicle, failure
to obey a traffic control de-
vice, and failure to drive
within a lane.

She was identified as
the driver of a vehicle that
tried to interfere during the
pursuit.

Another person was in
the car being pursued, but
was not charged. He is iden-
tified as GP resident
Jameson B. Vischer, 21.

of gunshot wound

“Lee” Garrison, 61, at 4:17
p.m. that he had found his
roommate unconscious and
“possibly dead.” A third
roommate, Clifton Camp-
bell, 27, was not located, but
he apparently has turned
himself in to authorities. No
charges have been filed.

ANOTHER HAY’S HILL CRASH, a rollover, at 6:20 p.m. Monday, Feb. 5 on Redwood Hwy.
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near milepost 15 resulted in two Cave Junction residents being injured, said Oregon State
Police. They were identified as William Gerrard, 48, and his passenger Darolyn Gerrard.
They were transported by American Medical Response, which was assisted at the scene
by lllinois Valley Fire District (IVFD). (Photo by Dale & Elaine Sandberg/IVFD Media Dept.)

Tales from the Police Blotter

(Editor’s Note: Factual
information for ‘Blotter’ is
provided by official law en-
forcement agencies. All per-
sons listed are innocent until
proven guilty in a court of
law. Charges can be

amended or dismissed.)
% % %

Wednesday, Jan. 24

*Her daughter’s father,
against whom she has a re-
straining order, attempted to
contact the girl through a
chain-link fence at Illinois

Valley High School, a
woman reported.

Thursday, Jan. 25

*A caller from the 2000

block of Lakeshore Drive
complained that drivers rou-
tinely violate a 20 mph
speed limit.

*Residents of the 5000
block of Westside Road
were counseled on “how to
be good neighbors” follow-
ing a complaint of loud mu-
sic at 10 a.m.

*Contacted by a correc-
tions officer on a supervi-
sory authority warrant in the
200 block of S. Redwood
Hwy., Cameron Roger
Dailey, 38, was arrested on
a charge of possession of a
controlled substance (PCS)/
methamphetamine, and
lodged in Josephine County
Jail. He also was cited into
Cave Junction Municipal
Court on a charge of PCS/
less than an ounce of mari-
juana.

*The manager of a
Kerby mobile home park
complained about a nonresi-
dent who frequently rides
his small motorcycle
through the neighborhood
although he’d been asked
not to.

Friday, Jan. 26

*Two mothers reported
their 14-year-old daughters
had run away and were

*On Shadowbrook
Drive, a car alarm was re-
ported sounding at 8 p.m.,
but there did not appear to
be anyone around it, a
woman said.

*Around 9:30 p.m. peo-
ple were beginning to con-
gregate around a pickup
truck abandoned earlier in
the day on Airport Drive, a
concerned caller said. Left
behind by a couple who ran
out of fuel, the pickup was
surrounded by  shattered
glass, it was said, because
the male half had punched
the window before leaving.

Saturday, Jan. 27

*An 11:30 a.m. caller
from Kerby Mainline was
concerned that young peo-
ple firing guns on BLM
property nearby were being
reckless.

*A young child playing
with a telephone dialed 911
at 12:17 p.m. The mother
was “very apologetic.”

*Ten persons were con-
tacted around an open fire at
Illinois River “Forks” State
Park because it had been
reported at 4:50 p.m. that
they were drinking, yelling
and being belligerent. They
were warned about their
actions and told to clean up
their mess when they left.

*While a deputy was
investigating a reported tran-
sient tent camp on the south
side of Cave Junction, Car-
rie Lynn Thom, 36, was
cited on a Grants Pass Dept.
of Public Safety warrant
charging failure to appear on
an original charge of third-
degree theft.

Sunday, Jan. 28

*Removed from a roof-
top on E. River Street,
where he’d been alternately
yelling nonsense or curled

SUNDAY MORNING/AFTERNOON

up and unresponsive since
4:30 a.m., Anthony Vidales-
Frank, 24, was transported
to Three Rivers Community
Hospital (TRCH) in Grants
Pass on a peace officer’s
mental hold.

*Following an inter-
rupted 911 call from Illinois
River Road, Lorde Laviess
Drake, 38, was cited on
charges of domestic menac-
ing, interfering with initiat-
ing a 911 call and fourth-

degree domestic assault.
Drake was placed in Jose-
phine County Jail.

*A disoriented woman
was given a ride from a
Cave Junction store, where
she’d been wandering in and
out most of the day, to
TRCH on a mental hold.

Monday, Jan. 29

*After it was reported
that he was stalking around
property on Arrowhead
Drive at 8:30 p.m. and yell-
ing, Manuel J. Cerecedes,
23, was arrested on charges
of stalking and violating a
restraining order.

*While hunting, a man
reported finding a two-
wheel drive pickup truck in
snow on Page Mountain. He
was concerned that the oc-
cupants might be lost. Sub-
sequently checking the reg-
istration, a deputy responded
to the Takilma Road resi-
dence of the vehicle’s
owner, to find the truck and
owners safely home. They
“appreciated the welfare
check.”

Tuesday, Jan. 30

*A Norman Road resi-
dent said that someone
opened a gate overnight and
turned his horses loose. He
also claimed that other area
residents had experienced
the same action.

Wednesday, Jan. 31

*At 1 a.m. a resident on
W. Lister Street said that her
on-and-off-again roommate
was destroying things and
punching walls. Both parties
were advised of their op-
tions, and separated.

*Once again a gate on
Norman Road had been
opened overnight, allowing
horses out, a man said.

*While walking in the
200 block of S. Redwood
Hwy. at 2:21 p.m., a man
reported that he was ap-
proached by another who
said, “I’ll beat you up if you
don’t buy me a beer.” The
threat was ignored.

*A caller thought he
might have interrupted a
person prepared to dump
garbage on Lone Mountain
Road at 10:11 p.m.

Thursday, Feb. 1

*Several persons were
contacted after a complaint
of transients loitering behind
Caves Pharmacy at 11:35
a.m. Michael C. Hammond,
40, was cited on a warrant
charging him with twice
having failed to appear on
an original assault charge.
The others were told to
move along.

*Five people thought to
be breaking into a house on
White Schoolhouse Road at
3:15 p.m. explained that
they were trying to deter-
mine if the house was for
rent. They were told to stay
off the property.

*Several vagrants set
fire to a dry Christmas tree
behind Pizza Pit just before
5 p.m., the owner reported.
The fire was extinguished.

*A  suspicious “acidy
ether” aroma was reported
coming from a Norman
Road residence.

Free Parenting Classes

Bridges to Motherhood
Pregnancy Center 592-6058

$8  STARTING OR GROWING A BUSINESS? NEED FUNDS? NEED HELP?  $$
Micro Business Loan Funding Always Available!

+The IVCDO has funds available for Micro Business Loans in the lllinois Valley
(including Wonder and Wilderville).
*Everyone encouraged to apply: start-up, existing, home-based
or other business enterprises.
+$200 - $10,000 loans, great terms (currently 5% APR).
+Pick up applications at the IVCDO office (next to Caves Pharmacy), email ilm@ivcdo.org
for the application and instructions, or download the forms at www.ivcdo.org
CONTINUING PROGRAM! APPLY NOW!
Questions? Phone 592-4440 or stop by our office
We offer free business development resources and counseling
to help you realize your business potential.
88 CONTACT US TODAY! 88

MANSFIELD R. CLEARY

Attorney at Law

General Practice in
Illinois Valley
since 1980

Practice includes but not limited to:
Bankruptcy - Eliminate
financial problems
Living trusts - Avoid probate
Estate planning - Wills,
power of attorney
Domestic relations
Auto accident - Personal Injury
Criminal - DUII
Real Estate contracts - Foreclosure

592-2195 200 W. Lister

Wash your hands!
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An inquisitive law student becomes the target of assassins. @
were located, one mom said.

*A  19-year-old man
who’d been “spinning
doughnuts” in Jubilee Park
was warned about his be-
havior and “trespassed”
from the park for 30 days.

*The owner of a motor
home who’d parked near
Mlinois River on W. Sixth
Street in Kerby said that a
man and woman were yell-
ing and screaming at him to
leave the property. They
were also said to be throw-
ing mud on his vehicle.
When contacted, the parties
had separated, and the com-
plainant was told to leave.

*Following a single-
vehicle accident at 6:46 p.m.
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