
payroll employment fell by 70 jobs. 
Private sector-only gains totaled 170 

during the year, for a job growth of 0.8 per-
cent in nongovernment jobs, OED reported. 

In December, seasonal industries in-
cluding construction (-60), and natural re-
sources and mining (-40) shed jobs with 
winter arriving. Other sectors losing jobs 
were manufacturing  (-110), wholesale trade  
(-20), and local education (-120). 

Manufacturing employment receded 
recently due to slowing in primary and sec-
ondary wood products sectors. Without a 
Katrina-type disaster, nor a soaring residen-
tial home market to spike demand for lum-
ber and building materials, “do not look for 
a surge in wood products employment in the 
near future,” said OED. 

During the past 12 months, employment 
trends were a mixed bag in the county. No-
table declines were recorded in manufactur-
ing (-180), natural resources and mining  
(-40), and local government (-250). Industry 
sectors showing gains during the year in-
cluded construction (+60), wholesale trade 
(+50), health care and social assistance 
(+160), and leisure and hospitality (+100).  

Depending on the congressional action 
on the county timber payments legislation 
that recently expired, more Josephine 
County government jobs are hanging in the 
balance of the budget, noted OED. 

Health care and social assistance gained 
160 jobs since December 2005. Of those 
new jobs, 60 were in ambulatory health-care 
services and 30 were in nursing and residen-
tial-care facilities. The county’s growing 
and aging population, said OED, continues 
to drive demand for health care and retire-
ment services. 

During 2006, local government employ-
ment fell by 250, with 60 of those in local 
education. 

Jackson County had a December unem-
ployment rate of 5.1 percent, up slightly 
from November’s 4.9 rate, which the same 
during December ‘05. 

The Oregon seasonally adjusted jobless 
rate was 5.4 percent; it was 4.5 percent for 
the United States. 

Josephine County total payroll employ-
ment declined by 330 jobs during Decem-
ber, resulting in a jobless rate of 6.8 percent, 
up from the 6.1 rate recorded during No-
vember 2006 and December 2005. 

Oregon Employment Dept. (OED) also 
reported that 33,005 persons were on payrolls 
in Josephine County during December, down 
from the 33,791 persons employed during 
November. 

 Seasonal industries continued to pare 
their workforce with arrival of the winter 
season. During the past year, the county’s 
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24-HOUR  
ACCESS 

Safe, secure and 
convenient location 

 

SERVICES 

HOUSE CLEANING  
to your specifica-
tions. Commercial, 
residential, rentals, 
new construction, 
windows, local refer-
ences, licensed, 
bonded and insured.     
592-5270. 

                    C42-tfc 

REASONABLE AND 
ECO-FRIENDLY 

All brush/tree/fire 
ladder fire reduction. 
Resulting mulch 
improves soil and 
reduces erosion. No 
burning, no hauling 
of debris. Economi-
cal, sound land man-
agement. Experi-
e n c e d  o w n e r -
operator. Phone Ron 
Wilson (541) 582-
3991 or (541) 660-
1748. References 
available on request.           
   RW21-tfc 

DRINKING  
  PROBLEM ? 

AA CAN HELP 
Call 592-2901  
or 761-4115 

* * *  

CJ Meetings: 
Immanuel  

Methodist Church 
Thurs 7 p.m. 

Sat 10 a.m. Women 
Sat 7 p.m. 
Sun 8 p.m. 

 
St. Matthias 

Church 
Tues 7 p.m. 

Wed 7 p.m. Men 
  

          AA-tfc 

MAKE NEW 
FRIENDS, LOSE 
OLD POUNDS 

How? Exchange old 
habits for friendly 
support at TOPS 
Confidential weigh-
ins from 5-500 
pounds. Meeting 
each Thursday from 
10:30 a.m. at  Meth-
odist Church. Phone 
592-4477.  
                MD31-16P 

PERSONAL 

EVENTS HELP WANTED 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 

ATTENTION  
C R A F T E R S ! 
S P RI NG  F AI R  
March 23 - 25 at 
Douglas County 
Fairgrounds. Cele-
brating our 32nd 
year! Booths avail-
able for quality 
crafts. For informa-
tion send SASE to 
Spring Fair 2007, 
PO Box 22, Dillard, 
OR 97432. 
     LM44-3C 

FARM &  
GARDEN 

KLAMATH HAY, 
Grass and Alfalfa. 
Phone 592-3997. 
 AW33-14P 

TWO MOM’S Clean-
ing Service, residen-
tial, commercial, 
week ly /one- t ime/
rentals, excellent 
local references. 
Free estimates,  
phone 592-2856 
 ROD45-4P 

Spring/Summer/Fall 2007 Seasonal  
Park Guide Jobs Available at  

Oregon Caves National Monument 
   Oregon Caves National Monument is recruit-
ing to fill up to 14 seasonal Park Guide posi-
tions for the upcoming field season. The re-
cruitment bulletin will be open from January 
22, 2007 through February 8, 2007. 
   Park guide jobs range from GS-4 ($12.36) to 
GS-5 ($13.82) per hour. Full-time and intermit-
tent work schedules are available. These are 
seasonal positions that will not exceed 1,039 
hours. 
   The park guides will conduct cave tours for 
the general public, collect fees and develop 
programs or nature walks for visitors. 
   Applications will only be accepted from indi-
viduals who have maintained a permanent 
exclusive residence in the commuting area 
(Illinois Valley, Cave Junction, Grants Pass, 
and Josephine County). 
   If you are interested in applying, please con-
tact the Grants Pass Employment Office at 201 
NE 8th Street, Grants Pass, OR for job listing 
number 475032 or phone the Monument office 
at 541-592-2100 for a fax copy of the recruit-
ment bulletin. 
                            OCNM45-1C 

DRIVER EXPERIENCED and Inexperienced - 
Get Your CDL! Guaranteed Home Time! $0 
Down! No Credit Check! Financed by: Central 
Refrigerated. Phone 800-688-0745, ext. 5555. 
       AA45-2P 

MEETING NOTICE 

LEGAL NOTICE 
Illinois Valley Soil and Water Conservation 
District Board will meet on Thursday, January 
25 at 7 p.m. in the County Building in Cave 
Junction. The agenda for the meeting will in-
clude but is not limited to the following: 
 *  Oath of Office, presented by  
  Commissioner Dave Toler 
 *   Election of Officers 
 *   Approval of Minutes 
 *   Financial Report 
 *   Agency Reports 
 *   Old Business 
 *   New Business 
If you need assistance or information, please 
contact the IVSWCD Office at 592-3731 during 
regular business hours.  
Publish:                          Jan. 24, 2007 

LEGAL NOTICE 
Illinois Valley Watershed Council will meet on 
Thursday, January 25, 2007 immediately fol-
lowing the IVSWCD Board Meeting, in the 
County Building in Cave Junction. The agenda 
for the meeting will include but is not limited to 
the following: 
 *   Approval of Minutes 
 *   Project Updates 
 *   Old Business 
 *   New Business 
If you need assistance or information, please 
contact the IVSWCD Office at 592-3731 during 
regular business hours.  
Publish:              Jan. 24, 2007 

A COOL travel job! Now hiring 18-24 guys/ 
gals to work and travel the entire USA. Paid 
training. Transportation and lodging furnished. 
Return guaranteed. S.E.S. Call 1-877-646-
5050.                                                OCAN - 45 

DRIVER - 5K sign-on bonus for experienced 
teams, temp control, dedicated (guaranteed 
miles), regional (home weekly). Solos, teams, 
CDL-A grads, L/P, O/Os. Covenant. (866) 684-
2519. EOE.                             OCAN - 45 

Driver - ASAP. 36-43cpm/$1.20pm + Sign On 
Bonus. $0 Lease NEW Trucks. CDL-A + 3 
months OTR.800-635-8669, Melton Truck 
Lines.                                               OCAN - 45 

DRIVER TAKE care of your family. Join ours. 
Swift offers excellent miles, compensation, 
regional and dedicated runs. No experience 
n e c e s s a r y !  8 6 6 - 2 0 5 - 8 7 0 0 . 
www.SwiftTruckingJobs.com. EOE. OCAN - 45 

DRIVER- CDL training: $0 down, financing by 
Central Refrigerated. Drive Central, earn up to 
$40k+ 1st year! 800-727-5865 x 4340. 
www.centraldrivingjobs.net.             OCAN - 45 

DRIVERS- WSE Transportation will train you 
to drive tractor trailors at our Boise school. Pay 
after each trip. www.willisshaw.com. OCAN-45 

PAT JOB! Now hiring 18-24 sharp enthusiastic 
motivated guys & girls free to travel USA rep-
resenting 150+ leading publications. Two 
weeks paid training, transportation provided. 
Return trip guaranteed. Call Tina or Jim (800) 
642-6147.                               OCAN - 45 

WE ARE recruiting RN, LPN, certified coders 
and medical records specialists for a 10-week 
medical record review project. Immediate posi-
tions available in Oregon.  Must have high-
speed internet access, reliable transportation 
and ability to commit 20+ hrs/wk.  More infor-
mation at www.outcomesinc.com. Apply online 
or call (727) 943-7642.       OCAN - 45                        

MANAGER - HISTORIC LODGE 
Seeking an experienced, hands-on Manager 
for the Historic Chateau located at the Oregon 
Caves National Monument in southern Ore-
gon. This position is responsible for all opera-
tions at the lodge.  
Requirements: Excellent communication, prob-
lem-solving and team-building skills; basic 
accounting and computer experience using MS 
office; 2 or more years progressive work ex-
perience in Lodging and Restaurant manage-
ment or similar experience. Salary DOE. The 
Oregon Caves Outfitters is an authorized con-
cessionaire of the National Park Service. EOE. 
Send cover letter and resume to: OCO P.O. 
Box 1824, Cave Junction, OR 97523 or email  
norah@ivcdo.org 
                OCO45-1C 

FOOD & BEVERAGE MANAGER 
Seeking an experienced hands-on Manager for 
Fine Dining, Cafe, and Deli outlets at the His-
toric Chateau located at the Oregon Caves 
National Monument. Requirements: knowledge 
of food and beverage systems and administra-
tion; excellent interpersonal communications 
and leadership skills; prior progressive work 
experience in food and beverage service man-
agement. Salary DOE. The Oregon Caves 
Outfitters is an authorized concessionaire of 
the National Park Service. EOE. Send cover 
letter and resume to: OCO P.O. Box 1824, 
Cave Junction, OR 97523 or email: 
norah@ivcdo.org. 
                OCO45-1C 

OREGON’S BIG-
GEST Salem RV 
s h o w .  J a n . 
25,26,27,28. Salem 
Fairgrounds. Cus-
tomized individual 
markdown pack-
ages. 20 regional 
dealers. 300 national 
brands. 550 RV’s 
new & used. Three 
buildings & acres of 
all types of RV mo-
tors, travel trailers, 
5th wheels, campers 
and vans.  
Open 10 a.m. - 7 
p.m. Sunday 10 a.m. 
- 5 p.m. Warm & 
inside. $6 adults. 
$5.50 seniors. $1 off 
with this ad. *Free 
parking.  
*Free lunch 2 p.m.- 
3 p.m., each day. 
For 27 years. (206) 
783-5957.   
                OCAN -45 

FOR SALE 

B A M B O O  D E -
SIGNER flooring: 
2,317 sq. ft., will 
sepa ra t e .  Ne w 
$5.99/sq. ft., sacri-
fice $2.50/sq. ft. 
Project cancelled. 
Email if you can, 
h o m e -
days@gmail .com. 
Just moved, live 
locally. Cell 503-
344-3730. 
 OCAN - 45 

6KW SILENT diesel 
generator, electric 
start, sound enclo-
sure. 120/240v New. 
$3800 sacrifice. 
$1900 Still in crate. 
Zero hours. home-
days@gmail .com. 
Just moved. Live 
locally. 503-344-
3730.      OCAN - 45 

FIREWOOD 

PERPETUAL 
FLAME 

Green hardwood 
$160 a cord, mad-
rone $170 when 
available. Seasoned 
hardwood $185 a 
cord. Delivered in 
Illinois Valley. 660-
8704. 
                              JK28-tfc 

FIREWOOD - SPLIT 
seasoned hardwood 
$165 cord delivered. 
Green wood split & 
delivered $165 cord.  
(541)592-6625 
              DLH39-12P 

ADOPT: HAPPILY 
marr ied couple 
wishes to adopt. 
Offering love- laugh-
ter- financial secu-
rity. A warm bright 
future. Expenses 
paid. Please call 
Louise/Michael. 1-
800-537-9257 Pin 
#12 
               OCAN - 45 

VERY REWARDING- High profit margin. Com-
mission Factoring Business. 80% customer 
repeat. Exclusive statewide territory. Call 888-
560-5501. www.commissionexpress.com. 
                                                        OCAN - 45 

ALL CASH candy route. Do you earn $800 in a 
day? Your own local candy route. Includes 30 
machines and Candy all for $9,995. 1-888-
776-3071.                                        OCAN - 45 

OWN YOUR own $1.00/ DOLLAR Value, Ap-
parel, Lingerie, Bridal, or Gift Store! Inventory, 
fixtures, buying trip and training included. Min. 
investment $25,900. 1-800-443-8407. 
www.LibertyOpportunities.com.      OCAN - 45 

SAWMILLS from only  $2,990.00--Convert your 
LOGS TO VALUABLE LUMBER with your own 
Norwood portable band sawmill. Log skidders 
also available. www.norwoodindustries.com -
FREE information: 1-800-578-1363- Ext:300-N.  

BUILDING  
MATERIALS  

M&W BUILDING 
Supply Company. 
Custom pole build-
ings. Kits or built, 
engineering, financ-
ing available. Free 
brochure. Call  today 
1 -800 -547-1714 . 
Quality and satisfac-
tion guaranteed. OR 
#79450 /  WA 
#MWBUSCO61K5. 
Check our website: 
www.mwbsc.com 
               OCAN - 45 

BARK CHIPS from 
Kauffman Wood, 
approximately 20-
yard load. $125 de-
livered in I.V. 592-
2568. 
                   DK40-tfc 

BRIDGEVIEW WIN-
ERY has used oak 
wine barrels for sale, 
$25 each. Phone 
592-4688 or stop by. 
     BW23-tfc 

FOR SALE 

RV AWNING $200. 
Nice condition with 
all hardware. Phone 
cell 541-247-0939 
                  GS42-4C 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
are only $4 for first 
15 words, then .20 
each addit ional 
word. Add $1 to your 
classified, and ad-
vertise on our web-
site at www.illinois-
valley-news.com. 
Great for real estate 
and rental ads! 
Place your ad today! 

GOT MULCH? Free 
hay, 20 bales for 
mulch only. Phone 
592-5135. 
      DB45-tfc 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
are a great way to 
advertise! Just $4 for 
the first 15 words, 
then .20 each addi-
tional word.  

CURVES accepting applications for part-time 
employees. 2-7 p.m. Must be energetic, self-
motivated, and love people. Some sales in-
volved. Send resume to 360 Caves Hwy. C.J. 
97523 or phone 592-4599. 
                   LH45-2C 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 

Visit us online at www.illinois-valley-news.com 

Chrome ore once valued I.V. industry 
By ROGER BRANDT 

For IVN 

Chrome is a metal used 
by many of us daily. 

It is used in the stainless 
steel of our pots and pans, the 
moving parts of our 
vehicle’s engines, 
and is often used to 
give a silvery, mir-
ror-like shine to 
bumpers and wheel 
rims. More impor-
tant to residents of 
Illinois Valley is 
the fact that the 
Siskiyou Moun-
tains were once the 
nation’s leading 
producer of this 
metal. 

Chrome first 
was mined in Del 
Norte County in 
nearby Northern 
California in the 
early 1860s by Ty-
son Mining Co. of 
Ba l t imore .  I t 
shipped the ore by 
boat around the 
southern tip of 
South America to smelters in 
Maryland. Approximately 
2,000 tons of ore were 
shipped annually over this 
route for nearly 30 years. 

During World War I, 
chrome ore became impor-
tant because of its use in 
hardening steel for armor-
piercing bombs. Prospectors 
combed the region for the 
ore, but mining stopped 
abruptly when the war ended 
and demand dwindled.  

However, the strategic 
importance of the ore in Jose-
phine County was not forgot-
ten, and improving access to 
this region was one reason 
for constructing Hwy. 199. 

Chrome mining in Jose-
phine County remained rela-
tively inactive until 1940, 
when the threat of World 
War II raised the demand. In 
1942, a depot for purchasing 

chrome from miners was 
established in Grants Pass, 
but closed soon after the end 
of WWII. Most chrome min-
ing in Illinois Valley ceased 
when federal subsidies for 

mining the ore were cut off in 
the late 1950s. 

Chrome was mined from 
outcrops of serpentine rock, 
such as those found along 
most of the western side of 
Illinois Valley. These rocks 
formed in the upper mantle 
of the Earth and then were 
physically uplifted to where 
we find them today.  

The chrome is found in 
rounded, pod-like deposits 
that may be 10 to 30 feet in 
diameter. Bulldozers were 
used to dig out the pods, 
leaving behind a small pit to 
mark where the pod had once 
been.  

The pods were broken 
into chunks that could be 
loaded into trucks and hauled 
to the nearest ore depot. 

The most unusual 
chrome mine in Illinois Val-
ley was located near the com-

munity of Takilma. A man 
there found a large quantity of 
chrome ore in a meadow, 
probably the decomposed 
remains of a pod. Using an 
old-time walking plow pulled 

by his horse, he was able to 
dig up enough ore to net 
around $300 a day.  

In the late 1950s, a 
chrome separation plant was 
set up and operated next to 
Esterly Lake near the south 
end of Rockydale Road. Ore 
was crushed and then sepa-
rated from unwanted rock 
and soil by a “shake table.” It 
was then bagged and shipped 
to the California and Oregon 
Coast (C&OC) Railroad de-
pot at Waters Creek. 

There are many aban-
doned chrome mines around 
Josephine County to remind 
us of our chrome mining 
heritage. Some of this history 
includes geographic features 
named for chrome. 

But ironically, the min-
eral for which they were 
named has long ago been 
removed. 

A 46-ton boulder of high-grade chrome ore worth approximately 
$5,000 was found in 1956 at the Lucky Hunch Mine, located on the 
Illinois River approximately 10 miles down river from Selma. At the 
time, it was believed to be the largest pod of chrome ore removed in 
one piece in Oregon history. (Photo courtesy of Josephine County 
Historical Society and Roger Brandt) 

Josephine County jobless rate up to 6.8% 

The only exercise some people get 
is jumping to conclusions, running 
down their friends, side-stepping 

responsibility and pushing their luck. 
 

- Anonymous - 


