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Bob's Corner

Easy pickins’ this issue for a topic because our
daughter Vicki, and granddaughters Natalie and Ella are
visiting from Carlsbad in San Diego County for three
weeks. We picked them up at Jackson County/Medford
International Airport a week ago last Saturday, and |
(PopPop) only got lost on the new parking lot twice. And
Jan (she’s Nonna) didn’t even get upset with me.

It was a late-arriving scheduled flight, landing pretty
much precisely at the designated time of 10:05 p.m.
Then we got to retrieve the luggage, including a stroller
and two car seats. We arrived back in good ol’ Cave
Junction some time past midnight. And by the time we
got through unloading and dealing with all the “stuff,”
plus a bit of visiting, it was well after 1 a.m. when we sur-
rendered to the arms of Morpheus. (That last is some-
thing | recall from one English class or another.)

Anyway, it's quite interesting to have a 4-year-old
and an 18-month-old living with you, when you’re only
used to having two dogs, four cats and each other. Actu-
ally, the animals (the four-legged ones) have adjusted
fairly well to the newcomers. I'm still trying to not be a
grumpy grampa.

| tend to forget that small children are demanding,
noisy, sometimes messy, and nearly always oblivious to
house-cleaning. But hey, | did help Jan with our three
back in the Olden Days. She did the lion’s share of the
work, but | was there.

Ella and Natalie have a bit of sibling rivalry going,
complicated by our two dogs. They’re jealous of any at-
tention we give the other guy, let along two grandkids
and a daughter. Throw in a cat or two (not literally), and
there’s a fine recipe for Who'’s On First? And Where’s
the Aspirin?

It's really a fun time with the kiddies; they are ex-
tremely entertaining and intelligent. Plus, as any grand-
parent will tell you, their grandbabies are the best and
most good-looking kids anywhere on Earth.

That’s true. Now excuse me, | have to go help load
the dishwasher for the second time today, pick up some
spilled cereal, and find out why Ella is banging on the
bathroom door and shouting, “MaaaMaaa, MaaaMaaa!!”

Trust me, it's great fun being PopPop and Nonna. I'd
trade being El Jefe anytime.

Open to the Public
All bikes welcome!

Saturday, Dec. 2.
Junction Inn Lounge, Cave Junction

Live music by 'Valley All-Star Band’
plus other attractions, noon - midnight

Toy Run, noon

Admission $5 or a new toy
Toys will distributed Dec. 24 at I.V. Senior Center.

For more information phone 287-0290
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County commissioners, sheriff-elect discuss issues

‘I’m a team player and always have been,’ board told by incoming top lawman

By SCOTT JORGENSEN
IVN Staff Writer

It’s no secret that the
Josephine County commis-
sioners and eight-year Sher-
iff Dave Daniel have had
their share of problems dur-
ing the past few years.

A series of lawsuits and
public battles have strained
relations, with much of the
fighting spilling onto the
pages of newspapers in the
county. But that might all
change now that that there’s
anew sheriff in town.

Two days after address-
ing the Cave Junction Secu-
rity Council, Sheriff-elect
Gil Gilbertson met with the
county board of commis-
sioners to discuss issues.

Board Chairman
Dwight Ellis began by con-
gratulating Gilbertson on his
election victory. He praised
the sheriff-elect’s decision
choosing Selma resident
Donald Fashing as un-
dersheriff.

“In my mind, it was
time for a change at the
sheriff’s office,” Ellis said.
“I think you bring a lot of
fresh ideas and expectations
from the rural communities
out there.”

Commissioner Jim Raf-
fenburg said that it is impor-
tant for the sheriff’s office
and the commissioners to
work together on funding
issues.

“We’re committed to
making sure there are new
revenues coming in for pub-
lic safety next year,” Raffen-

burg said. “We can’t save
and cut our way out of this
dilemma.”

Commissioner Jim Rid-
dle said that Daniel did his
battles “through the media,”
and expressed hope that
Gilbertson would establish
“better lines of communica-
tion with the board.”

Riddle said that coop-
eration between Gilbertson
and the board will be more
important than ever in light
of possible federal funding
cuts. The county may have
to pursue a public safety
levy to keep the sheriff’s
office running, and the suc-

Hill said that aside from
revitalizing LPSCC, she
would like to resolve “some
issues at the substation” in
Cave Junction.

“We ought to all work
together on the issue of the
county building in Cave
Junction,” Hill said. “Maybe
we can work on that early
on, because it is an issue.”

Hill said that the county
just finished reclassifying
some of its nonunion em-
ployees and is trying to im-
plement those changes be-
fore Jan. 1. Gilbertson said
that he is looking to similar
restructuring  within  the

Possibilities of a public safety levy, and bringing
more civilian volunteer help to the sheriff’s office
among current factors, in connection with
potential loss of O&C funding.

cess of such a levy would

require much teamwork,
Riddle said.
“It’s going to take

some sort of collaborative
effort,” Riddle said. “If eve-
rybody is not on board, it’s
not going to pass.”

Marie Hill, county chief
operating officer, said that
the county’s criminal justice
system is “a bit broken as it
is.” She said that Daniel
stopped attending Local
Public Safety Coordinating
Council (LPSCC) meetings
long ago, and expressed
hope that Gilbertson would
be more involved with that

group.

Letter to the Editor

(Editor’s Note: Views and
commentary, including state-
ments made as fact, are strictly

those of the letter-writers.)
* %%

Typed, double-spaced let-
ters written solely to this news-
paper are considered for publi-
cation. Hand-written letters that
are double-spaced and legible
also can be considered.

‘Thank youw’ submissions
are not accepted as letters.

* % %

Remembrance ceremony
for Pearl Harbor Dec. 7
From James Fuller,
American Legion Post 70
commander

Cave Junction

We are at peace with
Japan: It’s 2006.

The horror that their
great-grandfathers wrought
upon us is not their burden
today.

But instead, the act
itself -- at 7:53 a.m. Dec.
7, 1941 -- should remind
us, more than ever, that the
next military surprise at-
tack, from any country,
could include a thermonu-

clear device, destroying all
life in a 2-mile radius in a
split second.

We had the intelli-
gence from our informa-
tion gatherers, but a com-
munication problem pre-
vented us from warning
Pearl Harbor. Today there
is unrest about information
gathering and the methods
for collecting.

Let the lesson at Pearl
Harbor strengthen our re-
solve to protect the United
States from future horrors,
and the loss of innocent
women and children along
with our military forces,
from an enemy willing to
use thermonuclear devices.

On Thursday, Dec. 7,
2006 at 9:30 a.m. in front
of Cave Junction City Hall,
American Legion Glenn
Morrison Post 70 will con-
duct a remembrance cere-
mony, with a special trib-
ute to the fallen heroes, at
9:53 am. (7:53 a.m. Oahu
time), moment of attack.

TN

under the Christmas lights!

DINNER & MUSIC:
Friday:

over Rice

~Fresh Fish selection
~New York Steak
w/Coconut Shrimp
(regular menu available).

Dance to country music by
Dale Hopper

Saturday:

Try our Saturday night dinner
specials!

~Big Captain’s Platter
~Prime Rib

) “’S

Dinner & Music on Friday & Saturday nights. Join us
for great food! Find live entertainment & romantic dancing

~Spicy, Orange Chicken

Music by the Hanson Brothers.

Mon-Thurs, 6 am-7 pm
Fri, 6 am-8:30 pm
Sat, 7 am-8:30 pm

Sun, 7 am-7 pm
Downtown Cave Junction

592-5358

IN OUR DELI:

Hickory Smoked
Giant & Meaty

HAM HOCKS......$18b.
for a wonderful pot of
beans!

CHRISTMAS
IS COMING:

We have a very nice
selection of value-
packed

GIFT BOXES....$19-$68
Come see them or
phone for a brochure.

sheriff’s office through the
extended use of volunteers.
Doing so would free depu-
ties for patrols, Gilbertson
said.

“I will be doing some
restructuring as well,”
Gilbertson said. “I would
like to civilianize areas of
the sheriff’s department.”

County Treasurer John
Harelson reminded every-
one in the room of the big
challenges they will con-
front in the immediate fu-
ture.

“For the next two
months, we’ll be facing the
issue of keeping Josephine
County afloat through the
year 2008,” Harelson said.
He said that one of the un-
derlying issues is the need
for permanent, stable fund-
ing for the sheriff’s office.

“What we have here is a
law enforcement funding
problem,” Harelson said. “If
there isn’t some outside
funding, public safety will
be in dire straits.”

Gilbertson said that he
is willing to work with the
commissioners and other
county officials to find solu-

tions to current and future
problems.

“‘'m a team player,”
Gilbertson said. “I always have
been, and always will be.”

Gilbertson shared some
of his potential proposals
with the commissioners,
including establishment of a
justice of the peace system
and a work crew for county
inmates, as well as the ac-
quisition of two drug dogs.

“I’ve got a lot of ideas,”
Gilbertson said. “There are a
lot of things we can do.”

Ellis said that he is con-
cerned that some sheriff’s
deputies, still loyal to Un-
dersheriff Brian Anderson,
might decide to leave once
Gilbertson takes over.
Gilbertson defeated Ander-
son in the Nov. 7 election.

“I’m a little bit worried
about Brian leaving and
taking people with him,”
Ellis said. “The deputies
over there are split.”

Gilbertson said that he
would treat all his employ-
ees fairly and equally, re-
gardless of who they voted
for. He then went over his
promotion policy with the
commissioners, stating that
there should Dbe
“standardized methodolo-
gies” for those decisions.
Sergeants should have five
years of experience,
Gilbertson said, and should
have to pass the state ser-
geant exam and oral inter-
views in order to earn that
title.

“I do not believe in the
good old boy system,”
Gilbertson said. “All it does
is debilitate the department,
and it has.”

The meeting seemed to
end on a positive note, with
Gilbertson and the commis-
sioners expressing hope that
they can establish and main-
tain a good working rela-
tionship.

“I look forward to
working with all of you,”
Gilbertson said.

Cyber security lack outlined

From digital photos to
balancing the checkbook, it
seems like most of our lives
are wrapped up in our per-
sonal computers.

But when something
goes awry -- you open a
document to begin making
edits, the screen freezes and
the document vanishes, or
you open an e-mail and eve-
rything goes haywire -- it’s
enough to make anyone hit
the proverbial panic button.

However, more than 80

percent of online Americans
haven’t taken the appropri-
ate computer protection
measures and are at risk for
online criminal activity or
virus and spyware problems,
according to the 2005
Online Safety Study.

The study was devel-
oped by the National Cyber
Security Alliance, a non-
profit organization promot-
ing cyber security awareness
and education.

(NewsUSA)

Thank You!

[llinois Valley Chamber of Commerce gives a big "Thank
You' to its donors and buyers for the annual auction at
Wild River in CJ. The chamber also greatly thanks volun-
teer auctioneer Jim Frick, of Century 21 Harris & Taylor,
clerks Anna Swett, of Anna's Attic, and Annie Pinos; plus
helper Sally Jones; as well as Jerry & Bertha Miller of
Wild River, and Mary from Bridgeview Vineyards Win-
ery for the beer and wine tasting.

Other auction helpers and donors: Bill Reid, Oregon Mt.
Real Estate, Ted Crocker & Alice Schaffer, of Crocker
Financial Services; Vicki Gill, of First American Title,
Dennis Strayer, Wild River, Great Cats World Park,
Elmer's Restaurant/Grants Pass, Jefferson State
Financial Services/Mary Reynolds, Clouser Drilling, Pa-
cific Power, Family Tree Garden Center, Ivan & Joan
Cermac, Taylor's Country Store, Radio Station KLDR,
Northwest Hairlines, Rusk Ranch Morgan Horses,
Kerbyville Museum, Cave Junction DQ, Junction Inn,
Hometowne Interiors, Bridgeview Vineyards Winery/Bob
& Lelo Kerivan, Whispering Pines B&B, Lake Selmac
Resort, Bagel Junction, Crossroads Animal Hospital &
Pet Supply, Foris Winery, Farmers Insurance Group/
Irene Guerreo-Acevedo, Tea Cozy/Book Exchange,
Harmony Gardens, Caves Pharmacy, First American Ti-
tle, Oregon Caves Chevron, Country Hills

Resort, Blalock Insurance, Forest Edge Farm, Redwood
Automotive, Rick's Copy Express, Illinois Valley Build-
ing Supply, Rachel Goodman/licensed massage therapist,
Eye Care Group, Have Fish will Swim, powerlink,
[llinois Valley News/Bob & Jan Rodriguez.

Please forgive us if we left out your name; let us know!




