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Solar use
can gain
tax credit

There’s good news for
those who claim that there’s
nothing new under the sun
when it comes to saving on
energy bills.

Experts say that new
benefits and current condi-
tions are making solar en-
ergy systems a practical re-
ality for a growing number
of home owners.

With rising energy
prices and concerns for the
environment and about na-
tional security, home own-
ers are looking at solar en-
ergy options. A new federal
tax credit, plus some state
and local incentives, encour-
ages adopting solar systems.

The government offers
a tax credit for 30 percent of
the cost of a solar electric or
solar water heating system.
There is no cap for business
owners; home owners re-
ceive a maximum $2,000
credit for each system.

These credits make so-
lar energy systems a feasible
solution for hot water heat-
ing and electricity produc-
tion for many building own-
ers. Many home owners
already benefit from solar
heating for their pools and
spas without government
incentives.

“As awareness grows,
along with summer air-
conditioning bills, we expect
thousands more to consider
their solar options,” said
Brad Collins, executive di-
rector of the American Solar
Energy Society, based in
Boulder, Colo. “With con-
tinued rising energy costs,
consumer interest in clean,
renewable energy from se-
cure U.S. energy sources,
and federal tax incentives,
we believe more home own-
ers and business owners will
look for sustainable alterna-
tives,” he added.

In most states, another
advantage of solar electric
systems (also called photo-
voltaic or PV) is the option
to send excess energy back
to your local utility grid. For
example, if you are a resi-
dential customer, your sys-
tem may generate more
electricity than you need
during the day when your
family is away at work and
at school.

Net metering allows
sending this excess electric-
ity to the grid, spinning me-
ters backwards, and reduc-
ing or offsetting the electric-
ity you use at other times.

Today, solar energy
equipment is high quality
and reliable; it is backed by
warranties from large, repu-
table firms and installed by
experienced contractors.
There are also many re-
sources to learn more about
solar energy.

“FindSolar.com is a
great starting place to learn
more about solar energy and
to assess the option for your
own particular home or
building,” said Julia Judd,
executive director of the
Washington, D.C.-based
Solar Electric Power Asso-
ciation.

“With minimal inputs,
including your state, county,
utility, and typical monthly
energy bill, the site provides
you with estimates of sys-
tem size, costs, savings and
other benefits.”

More information about
solar energy benefits -- plus
a solar calculator and direc-
tory of qualified local solar
installers -- is available at
www.FindSolar.com as a
free public service.
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OSP canine officer ‘Cookie’ with marijuana and cash at
Central Point HQ. (Photo provided by OSP)

Troopers seize marijuana,
$3,900 in I-5 traffic stop

Two Seattle-area residents were arrested after Oregon
State Police (OSP) troopers and a drug dog found approxi-
mately 9.5 pounds of marijuana in their vehicle that had been
northbound on Interstate 5.

Subsequently arrested at Valley of the Rogue Rest Area
were Karl Ringbloom, 29; and the passenger, Robert Riley, 54.

At approximately 6:06 p.m. Monday July 3, OSP Sgt.
Mark Byrd stopped a 2001 Chevrolet Cavalier for a traffic
violation approximately 7 miles south of Grants Pass.

During the stop, Byrd was joined by OSP Senior Trooper
Greg Costanzo and his drug dog, “Cookie.” While walking
around the car, “Cookie” alerted on the trunk area where
troopers discovered numerous packages containing approxi-
mately 9.5 pounds of marijuana.

Ringbloom and Riley were lodged at Jackson County Jail
in Medford on charges of felony unlawful possession, manu-
facturing and distribution of marijuana.

Besides the seized marijuana -- with an estimated value of
$5,000 to $7,500 -- troopers seized approximately $3,900 cash

that “Cookie” alerted on in one of Riley’s pockets.
Additional assistance at the scene was provided by Senior
Trooper Pam Gaither and Trooper Stephanie Bigman.

County mental health work
under Options of S. Oregon

By MICHELLE BINKER

IVN Staff Writer

Options of Southern
Oregon is taking over the
bulk of mental health ser-
vices for Josephine County
as of Saturday, July 1.

County commissioners
signed the agreement Friday
afternoon, June 30, transfer-
ring most services to Op-
tions. It is an organization
which offers assistance to
low-income individuals and
people with psychiatric dis-
abilities. It is now in charge
of outpatient services, two
residential treatment facili-
ties and the Crisis Resolu-
tion Center.

The goal of the reor-
ganization is to streamline
programs; make more re-
sources available for mental
health in Josephine County,
focus on collaborative and
coordinated service provi-
sion, and respond quickly to
changing needs, the agency

noted.

It’s anticipated that
most services and teams will
remain in the same loca-
tions, and existing contrac-
tual arrangements will re-
main the same for at least
one year, according to Op-
tions’ transition plan.

However as those
apsects change, information
will be provided consumers,
contractors, community
partners, and employees.

Most of the 130 county
employees whose jobs are
affected will remain as em-
ployees of Options.

Options’ mission is to
offer consultation, training,
and innovative programs
while supporting clients’
participation as respected
members of the community.

Options for Southern
Oregon Inc., is an Oregon
nonprofit, 501(c)3, corpora-
tion based in Grants Pass
since 1982.

Vacation studies taken seriously

A recent study con-
ducted by MSN and Harris
Interactive says that 75 per-
cent of U.S. adults who have
ever taken a vacation visit
three or more Websites
when researching and book-
ing travel plans.

For example, a site
called BookingBuddy.com,
which has been around since
2003, searches more than

130 travel brands to help
consumers find the best
deals. Another advantage to
a site such as Booking-
Buddy is that it searches the
other online travel agencies
as well, thereby eliminating
the need to go to a bunch of
other sites.

To learn more, visit
www.bookingbuddy.com.
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BLM lists
changes at
timber sale

Modifications to land-
scape work planned at Illi-
nois Valley sites by Bureau
of Land Management
(BLM) have been devel-
oped.

The project areas are
parcels of BLM land east
and west of Hwy. 199 north
of Selma to Hay’s Hill. One
treatment area is south of
Selma between Reeves
Creek Road and Hwy. 199
south of Selma.

Copies of the environ-
mental assessment are avail-
able at the interagency of-
fice in Grants Pass, 2164
Spaulding Ave.

An addendum -- devel-
oped to provide additional
analysis of environmental
effects as well as clarifica-
tion and slight modifications
to proposed action -- supple-
ments the 2003 Anderson
West Landscape Manage-
ment Project Environmental
Assessment (EA). Based on
this supplemental informa-
tion, new decisions will be
made regarding the timber
sale, road work, and use of
a “slash buster,” said BLM.

Decisions made in the
2003 Anderson West Deci-
sion Record/Finding of No
Significant Impact regarding
fuels reduction, young stand
management, and grazing
remain valid, said BLM, and
will not be readdressed.

Those with questions or
comments about the project
can submit them in writing
to the office address above,
email them to
orl 10mb@or.blm.gov, or
phone Dave Maurer, project
team leader, at 471-6637.

Information as to when
the review and comment
period will end was not pro-
vided.

Tenn. EA, too

Public comment on the
recently completed environ-
mental assessment (EA) for
Tennessee Lime Landscape
Management Project near
Kerby is being accepted.

Located on Bureau of
Land Management (BLM)
administered land east and
west of Kerby, the project
addresses a number of ac-
tivities and proposals from
forest stand thinning to
wildlife habitat enhance-
ment and fuel hazard reduc-
tion work, said BLM.

Copies of the EA are
available at the interagency
office in Grants Pass, 2164
Spaulding Ave.

Those with questions or
comments about the project
can submit them in writing
to the office, email them to
orl 10mb@or.blm.gov, or
phone Dave Maurer, project
team leader, at 471-6637.

VALLEY SMOKE-EATERS from lllinois Valley Fire Dis-
trict (IVFD) and Oregon Dept. of Forestry responded to
a brush fire at 1950 Lakeshore Drive in Selma on Tues-
day, July 4 at approximately 8 p.m. The fire burned a
small area of grass and was quickly extinguished. It is
possible that the blaze was caused by someone toss-
ing a flammable item from a moving car, said IVFD
Deputy Chief Jeff Gavlik. (Photo by Dale & Elaine

Sandberg/IVFD Media Dept.)

Peaking oil production examined

While most people un-
derstand that we are facing a
worldwide shortage of one
of our most precious com-
modities, reasons behind the
oil deficiency remain some-
what vague.

Some experts believe
that the world’s oil produc-
tion may be peaking.

“As peak is approached,
what is left in the major
fields is becoming harder to
extract, reducing the growth
of oil supply,” said Roger L.
Cory, president of Mam-
moth Resource Partners Inc.

For more information:
mammothresource.com.
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He|p - Almost all my listings have sold.

You can get competent representation right here in the Illinois Valley.
| support our community by spending my commission here.
References available on request. I'll do more for you
than anyone else. Ask me how.
Honesty - Integrity - Dependability

Steve Lyons
541-592-3181 541-287-0290

Harris & Taylor

Water Wells
Pump Sales
Installation

Service
592-6777
1470 Caves Highway
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Crpstal Kaleidoscope

°o® 9
Jewelry ® . |

Kaleidoscopes . > ®
Unique Gifts ® -

o .

Reasonable Prices
Open 7 days, 9 - 6

18435 Redwood Hwy.
Selma

597-4300

Stones & Fossils
Crystals

‘Wag more thanjust arock 5hoP’

ART's Ren GARTER
STEAKHOUSE & SALeeN

Fine BiNING

Steaks - Chicken - Fish - Large Hamburgers
Restaurant separate from lounge

Friday Special - Prime Rib
Sunday & Monday - Filet Mignon

Open 4 to 9 p.m. 7 days 592-2892 or 592-4222

You don’t choose your family. They are God’s gift to you, as you are to them.

- Desmond Tutu -

IVHS Alumni and Friends say

Thank You...

TO the following Cave Junction merchants for your generous donations of merchandise and the
kind attention and courtesies which made Reunion Weekend *06 great fun and a huge success.
TO the many alumni for your super donations. TO the reunion classes for the magnificent Gift
Baskets. And TO IVHS for causing the whole thing in the first place. We are grateful!

Book Exchange and Tea Cozy
Bridgeview Winery

Carlos Restaurante
Cascade Auto

Cave Junction Cares
Crystal Kaleidoscope

Dairy Queen

Darn Near Everything

Erin Lodge

Espresso Z Coffee

Foris Vineyard Winery
Great Cats of the World
Hair, Face & Nail Place

. V. News

LV. Golf Club/Laurel Pines
It’s a Burl

Junction Inn

Kerbyville Museum

Mary Anne Catering

McGrew’s

Natural Merchants

Oregon Caves Chateau

PJ’s Café

River Valley Village Mobile Home Park
Shear Madness

Shop Smart Food Warehouse
Stevereno’s Family Restaurant
Taylor’s Sausage Country Store
The Crystal Kaleidoscope
Treehouse Florist & Gifts

True Value Hardware

Wild River Brewery & Pizza Co.

Congratulations to Kamela Culver, our 2006 Academic Scholarship recipient; and to Tiffannee
Griffin, our 2006 Bill Broeffle Vocational Scholarship recipient who each receive $2,000.
Our two scholarship recipients in 2007 will each receive $2,500!




