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A GOODLY NUMBER OF EQUESTRIANS, including
several from lllinois Valley, saddled up for a poker ride
at Lake Selmac Horse Camp on Saturday, June 3. The

friendly competition was sponsored by the Sourdough
Chapter of Back Country Horsemen of Oregon. (Photo

by Dale Sandberg)
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Three GP transients cited
in unlocked home crimes

Three transients -- ages
16, 18 and 19 -- were
nabbed in connection with
entering unlocked homes
and burglarizing them, said
the Police Division of the
Grants Pass Dept. of Public
Safety (GPDPS).

Arrested was Joshua S.
Jones, 18. Identified as sus-
pects, with charges of first-
degree burglary and theft
referred to the juvenile de-
partment and district attor-
ney, were Karissa M. Hen-
derson, 16; and Robert J.
Drumm, 19.

Jones was charged with
two counts of first-degree
burglary, two counts of first-
degree theft by receiving and
selling, and attempted first-
degree theft.

Charges of third-degree
robbery, and second- and
third-degree theft were re-

ferred to the D.A.

Officers responded
Wednesday, May 31 to an
antique store regarding
someone trying to sell prop-
erty from a recent burglary.
Jones and the two others
were located nearby, and he
was taken into custody.

The other two were
found in possession of sto-
len property, said GPDPS.
Jones was selling it at an-
tique stores, the agency said.

GPDPS added that
those involved were going
door-to-door during the day
and knocking on doors.

If no one answered,
they would look for a way
in, often finding unlocked
doors, officers indicated.

In one incident, a home
owner surprised Jones, who
pushed the man and fled,
GPDPS reported.

We can judge the heart of a man
by his treatment of animals.

- Immanuel Kant -

State aims to reduce problem of suicide by elderly

A comprehensive plan
for how the state can con-
front the problem of elder
suicide, responsible for the
deaths of approximately 100
older Oregonians every
year, has been released by
the Oregon Dept. of Human
Services.

Oregon’s suicide rates
among people 65 and older
are higher than those of
other age groups and have
ranked at the top nationally
for more than a decade, said
Dr. Mel Kohn, state epide-
miologist in DHS.

“This is an important
issue that will only get
worse as our population
ages,” said Kohn. “This plan
is both a call to action and a
roadmap for preventing fur-
ther deaths.”

DHS has received
$100,000 from the U.S.
Substance Abuse and Men-
tal Health Services Admini-
stration (SAMHSA) to help
implement the plan. SAM-
HSA and Sen. Gordon
Smith, of Oregon, are sup-
portive of Oregon's plan,
which is at the forefront of
older suicide prevention,
Kohn said.

“Identifying the warn-
ing signs of depression and
taking action is critical to
preventing suicide,” Smith
said. “Coping with the stress
of growing older, deteriorat-
ing health and increased
levels of pain can over-
whelm even the most pre-
pared among us.”

The plan describes the
characteristics and circum-
stances most common

among suicide victims aged
65 and older, such as:
*Eighty-six  percent
were males. The rate for
males was nearly nine times

higher than that for females.
*Ninety-nine  percent
were white.

*Depression was  re-
ported in 50 percent of
males; 61 percent of females.

*Seventy-six percent of
males and 72 percent of fe-
males were reported to have
physical health problems.

Firearms were used in
79 percent of the suicides.
It also notes contributors to
the problem, including:

*Social stigma and mis-
conceptions about suicide
and behavioral health care.

*High prevalence of
mood disorders among older
adults, particularly those
with certain chronic health
conditions.

*Decreasing opportuni-
ties for social connection
and support with aging.

*Barriers to care.
Lack of resources and politi-
cal will to build community
systems of care for older
adults.

“Often, suicide is pre-
ventable,” said Bob Nikkel,
DHS mental health and ad-
diction services administra-
tor. “But just as there is no
single cause of suicide, there
is no single solution. Tack-
ling the problem requires a
multifaceted approach in-
volving our behavioral
health system and all of our
communities.”

State and local senior
service organizations were

involved in developing the
plan, said James Toews,
DHS seniors and people
with disabilities administra-
tor.

“We hope to build on
the strong network of senior
service providers in commu-
nities throughout Oregon as
this important work gets
under way,” he said.

The plan proposes that
partnerships be built across
disciplines and a range of
intervention programs be
developed in many settings.
It also calls for integrating
primary and behavioral
health care and bringing
suicide-prevention activities
into existing service delivery
systems.

Three specific strategies
are outlined, with specific
activities to be conducted at
state and local levels:

*Improve clinical care
and services for older at-risk
adults.

*Develop and imple-
ment evidence-based suicide
prevention practices in com-
munities.

*Develop and improve
information gathering sys-
tems, evaluation and re-
search.

Local efforts will have
state support, Kohn said.
Specifically, DHS will:

*Work with local part-
ners to coordinate commu-
nity forums and begin dis-
seminating the plan.

*Establish an e-mail
listserv for interested parties
that will include postings of
events, new research and
training information.

*Form a group of state
agencies and partners to
foster collaboration and pro-
vide technical assistance,
training and information to
communities. The group
will develop financial sup-
port proposals and assist
communities with grant-
writing efforts.

*The plan is based on
internationally  accepted
guidelines, published re-
search and expertise from
older adults and medical and
social service professionals.
A multidisciplinary DHS
workgroup and partners
convened forums around
Oregon to gather local input,
according to Kohn.

He|p - Almost all my listings have sold.
You can get competent representation right here in the Illinois Valley.
| support our community by spending my commission here.
References available on request. I'll do more for you

than anyone else. Ask me how.
Honesty -
Steve Lyons

541-592-3181

Integrity - Dependability

541-287-0290
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$ Now Accepting Applications!! $
$  Starting or Growing a Business? Need Funds? §
$ Micro Business Loan Funding Always Available!  §

$ *The IVCDO has $$$ available for Micro Business Loans
$ in the lllinois Valley.
*Everyone is encouraged to apply - start-up, existing, home-based
or other business enterprises.
$ *$200 minimum to $10,000 maximum.
$ *Pick up applications at the IVCDO office (next to Caves Pharmacy).

Questions? Phone 592-4440
$EFFSSSSSSEEEEFFFSSFFSEEEFFFSSSSSSES$$S

food, 8’ wine fest

A Benefit Celebration
and Auction for
Siskiyou Community Health Center

Saturday, June 24, 2006
41o 8 p.m. at the

Bridgeview Vineyards and Winery
4210 Holland Loop Road
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Tantalize your Palate

with

Wine Selections from

Bridgeview Vineyards
BearCreek Vineyards
DeerCreek Vineyards

Foris Vineyards

with

Fine Cuisine from

McGrews

Cave Junction, Oregon

Carlos Restaurante
Kate Dwyer Catering
Pietros Italian Restaurant

Taylor’s Sausage, Inc.

Wild River Brewing
& Pizza Company
The Lodge at Riverside Catering

Stevereno’s Family Restaurant

Music by Deja Blues and Jefferson

Tickets: $50 per person
available at
Siskiyou Community Health Center
US Bank, Grants Pass Downtown Branch
Bridgeview Vineyards and Winery
Home Valley Bank, Cave Junction Branch
or on-line at

Southern Oregon Sanitation

Auction Items

overWhelmed www.savorthevalley.com Include
Proudly Sponsored By: 2007 Rose Bowl Game
and Parade Package
Vacation Packages
BRI TEW, River Excursions
o Jewelry
The Kerby EEbank Wine
Transfer Station P S Sk Guarmte 69 Art
is open to help you... FIRE Aom"m"
GEMS.. . Besdy For more information

Friendly Service” shee 1073

phone 541-476-2700

or go to
www.savorthevalley.com

Hours: Mondays -
Saturdays
9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
For more information
phone (800) 922-1025

Sterling Development & Investment, LLC
Shop Smart Food Warchouse
Make Checks Payable to:

Siskiyou Community Health Center
P.O. Box 159 Grants Pass, OR 97528




