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EARTH DAY EVENT - Numerous co-sponsors will 

present an Earth Day Celebration open to all ages at Illi-

nois River “Forks” State Park on Saturday, April 22 from 

1 to 4 p.m. It’s suggested that attendees bring picnic 

lunches and refreshments. The community event will fea-

ture music, speeches, information tables and games. For 

more info visit justin@siskiyou.org or phone 592-4459. 

Besides the “Forks” gathering, there will be an  Earth 

Day clean-up at the Rough and Ready Creek watershed. 

Participants should meet at the “Forks” at 8:50 a.m. for 

the clean-up, which is to last until noon. 

CHRISTIANS & IMMIGRATION - “Christian 

Concerns About Immigration Reform” is the topic for a 

free, public gathering Tuesday, April 25 beginning at 7 

p.m. at Newman United Methodist Church in Grants Pass, 

132 N.E. B St. The speakers will be John Almaguer, an 

immigration attorney for Catholic Charities in Medford; 

and The Rev. Juniper Schneider, pastor of St. Joseph’s 

Church in Roseburg. Of special interest  are changes be-

ing considered in U.S. immigration policy. The program 

is co-sponsored by Newman UMC and Society Commit-

tee, and Newman UMC Methodist Women. There will be 

refreshments. 

VOLUME BUSINESS - Family Night at Lorna 

Byrne Middle School on Thursday, April 27 has the 

theme, “Celebrate Reading.” Besides attractions including 

a cake walk and games, there will be a Book Fair. Adults 

who dress as authors or book characters will receive a 

special prize. (See the ad in this issue). 

ESTATE PLANNING - The Oregon Law Center 

will present a free presentation, “Protecting Your Assets: 

The Nuts & Bolts of Estate Planning.” The program will 

be held Friday, April 28 from 1 to 2 p.m. at Asante’s 

Washington Outpatient Center, 1505 N.W. Washington 

Blvd., Grants Pass. To register or for more information 

phone 955-5547. 

VOLUNTEER AFFAIR - Illinois Valley Family 

Coalition is sponsoring a Community Volunteer Recruit-

ment Fair on Saturday, April 29. It will be held in the Jo-

sephine County Bldg. in Downtown Cave Junction from 

10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Many of the valley’s nonprofit organiza-

tions will be represented to inform the public about their 

missions and let potential volunteers know about opportu-

nities. There will be door prizes. The fair will correspond 

with National Volunteer Week, April 23-29. 

GOT HOUSING? - Counseling about housing assis-

tance is available at the Illinois Valley Family Coalition 

(IVFC) site on E. River Street. Donna Lea Trembley, of 

Southern Oregon Housing Resource Center, is a new ten-

ant at IVFC’s Family Resource Center. She is available 

Fridays. For an appointment, phone 592-6139, Ext. 305. 

NOTEPAD - “The Miracle Worker” will be pre-

sented in a benefit performance for Lovejoy Hospice on 

Thursday, April 27 at 7 p.m. at the Barnstormers Theater, 

112 N.E. Evelyn St. in Grants Pass. Phone 474-1193 for 

reservations  … No emergency, but a drill for a variety of 

them, will be the focus of an annual event Saturday, April 

29 at the Selma Fire Station by the valley’s CERT 

(Community Emergency Response Team). Organizers 

went the public to be aware … “Red Hatters Matter” 

will be obvious Saturday, April 29 when members of the 

Jezebels of Cave Junction/Red Hat Society gather at Car-

los Restaurante at 1 p.m. ... A Kids Fair is planned for 

Saturday, May 6 at Jubilee Park. Co-sponsors are I.V. 

Family Coalition, I.V. Early Childhood Council, Head 

Start, Early Head Start, Project Baby Check, and Child 

Care Council … Bumper stickers: *Eat well. Stay fit. 

Die anyway. *Drink coffee. Do stupid things faster with 

more energy. *I embarrass my offspring. * I have no idea 

where I’m going. 

LAST WORDS -  Respect yourself, and others will 

respect you. (Confucius)  

-quired to operate our jail? A 

member of the National Sher-

iff Association Executive 

Board told me, “There is no 

magic formula because every 

jail is different.” 

Based on my experience, 

and carefully researching the 

issue, I believe we need to re-

examine the logic behind 

imposing such a limit and the 

need of our current 

“emergency release” pro-

gram. Releasing criminals 

back into our community is 

c e r t a i n l y  d e p r e s s i n g  

-- not to mention putting our 

citizens’ safety and well-

being at risk. 

Unfortunately, recent 

studies cited by the Mult-

nomah County Sheriff’s Of-

fice Resource Analysis Unit 

show it is evident that an in-

crease in crimes closely paral-

lels the early release of in-

mates. 

I absolutely cast no as-

persions on the dedicated and 

professional correction depu-

ties working hard to maintain 

safety in our community -- 

but rather, identify a problem 

within the control of our cur-

rent administration, and offer 

additional information for its 

reconsideration on this issue. 

The safety of our inmates 

and deputies is extremely 

important. With this in mind, 

special features were included 

in the design of our modern 

jail. Our facility was compart-

mentalized with smaller 

rooms (called “pods”) sepa-

rating the number of inmates 

into smaller, more manage-

able groups. In addition, other 

security features such as cam-

eras, electronically controlled 

doors and controlled move-

ment of personnel are util-

ized. 

With proper supervision, 

protocols, training, rehearsed 

emergency drills, and better 

use of available resources, 

crisis encounters are dimin-

ished, if not eliminated. If 

overcrowding ever becomes 

problematic within a common 

room in the facility, one could 

employ a simple time-sharing 

schedule. 

In my opinion, the pre-

ceding conditions should de-

termine the number of posi-

tions (posts) required to staff a 

jail. Further, multiply the 

number of positions by the 

shifts: Add a standard formula 

to determine labor relief, and 

you identify the number of 

personnel needed. 

Understandably, the 

sheriff does not wish to see a 

reduction in the work force; 

nor, should the residents of 

this county. The citizens 

should demand more, not less 

full-time professional depu-

ties for obvious reasons. 

However, until we can afford 

them, there are other tempo-

rary resources available, but 

seemingly, the sheriff’s ad-

ministration refuses to engage 

them. 

Y a m h i l l  C o u n t y 

(Oregon) is a classic example 

of what an efficient and pro-

fessionally managed jail can 

do. Although this county is 

55 percent smaller in area 

than Josephine, with a popu-

lation of approximately 

10,000 more citizens, and has 

a budget comparable to ours, 

Sheriff Crabtree has two 

fewer corrections deputies, 

yet continually fills his older, 

less-efficient 250-bed jail to 

full capacity. Why can we not 

do better with our state-of-

the-art facility? 

The county commission-

ers should: (1) review the 

need for having a “cap” using 

the criteria prescribed by law; 

(2) since the county is self-

insured, determine what ef-

fect this may have, if any, on 

our liability; and (3) require a 

realistic assessment of the 

situation; and (4) adjust ac-

cordingly. 

In addition, the sheriff’s 

office should, (1) develop a 

strategy whereby the county 

can manage its inmates simi-

lar to what the other 35 coun-

ties do -- emulate the demon-

strated successes throughout 

the state; (2) better utilize 

available resources; and (3) 

use prudent judgment relative 

to early release of inmates 

back into our community. 
 

New library director 

urged due to trip 
From George F. Long  

Grants Pass 

According to the April 7 

Grants Pass newspaper, 

“Things have been tight at the 

Josephine County Library this 

year.” 

Week before last, Cessa 

Vichi, the library system 

manager, and five employees 

went to Salem for three days 

to the OLA conference. 

There is still a crisis in 

management at the library. 

The manager in essence 

scheduled a three-day all-

expenses-paid-by-taxpayers 

junket for a third of the li-

brary staff. I believe that a 

new manager is needed, as 

even former manager Sue 

Luce would not have pulled 

this stunt. 

The county commission-

ers should not let Vichi say 

that it was training for senior 

people, since the most senior 

were not asked to attend. 

Therefore, I am asking 

the county commissioners to 

appoint a new library system 

manager and conduct an in-

ternal investigation to deter-

mine who else, such as her 

immediate supervisor Mark 

Sorenson, knew that she in-

tended to do this and initiate 

appropriate discipline. Lastly, 

I am asking the commission-

ers to release to the media and 

the public the total cost of this 

trip as reported by Vichi. 

To continue to waste 

money from the library’s 

meager budget is contempti-

ble. Those responsible need 

to be held accountable. 

The current library man-

ager continues to destroy it 

along the same lines as the 

last director -- and the very 

highly paid division manager 

is not supervising things 

closely enough, if at all, at the 

library. 
 

‘What has happened 

to my country?’ 
From Josiah Dean  

Cave Junction 

Having been bombarded 

with the details of the trial for 

Zacarias Moussaoui, I am 

somewhat confused. 

Is it true that we are de-

ciding on whether or not to 

execute this person because 

of what he said or didn’t say? 

Since when did we start kill-

ing people for lying? 

“Oh, but his lies and 

omissions caused many 

deaths,” you say. 

Is there anyone else in 

the news that told lies and left 

out information that has led to 

the deaths of thousands of 

Americans? Let me provide a 

clue, because nearly 2,400 

American soldiers and count-

less Iraqis are now dead be-

cause of what our president 

said and didn’t say about the 

threat posed by Iraq. 

I am sad that we have 

become a scared and vengeful 

nation. 
 

Drop 500-year-old 

tree for toilet tissue? 
From Tim Norman  

Cave Junction 

Regarding so-called sal-

vage logging, I understand 

that we have been condi-

tioned to rely on wood prod-

ucts and that there is no other 

alternative. 

In fact, that can’t be fur-

ther from the truth. 

In July, a woman, who 

has been working on the mat-

ter and believes she has vi-

able solutions, will address 

this topic at the Community 

Media and Education Center 

in Cave Junction. 

The truth is that there are 

many other materials that can 

be used to build homes. We 

have been sticking just with 

wood because it is easy to 

work with, and at one time, 

was plentiful. Or so we 

thought; you know, like oil. 

In fact there are materials 

that can be manufactured that 

are less impervious to fire and 

insulate better than wood. As 

far as the other uses for wood, 

I shudder to think that we 

drop a 500-year-old tree for 

toilet paper. I mean, if we 

can’t find an alternative for 

our tushes, that is just sad. 

We talk about the need 

for paper for books, to write 

on, etc. Yet I open my mail 

box to about a pound of junk 

mail each day. The bottom 

line is that there is a lot of 

waste, and our forests are 

suffering because of it. 

If employment is the 

issue, why do we send raw 

timber overseas instead of 

processing it in our own 

mills? How many jobs go 

with those trees to Japan? The 

timber industry could not care 

less about the working class. 

It just wants to ensure bigger 

profits. 

Another point to con-

sider. What do you suppose 

happened to the coal miners 

of the Midwest and the Atlan-

tic states when we started 

shifting our focus for energy 

on natural gas, electricity and 

nuclear fusion? They found 

another way. 

Some may scoff at the 

idea of “the last old-growth” 

when we are down to 18 per-

cent of our wilderness areas 

from 1955. It’s becoming 

reality, and I would like to see 

a solution before we get to 

that point. 

I acknowledge that there 

are many who disagree with 

past logging practices. After 

all, it is those very practices 

that have us in the current 

predicament. I agree with 

Lynne Vanderlinden (in a 

previous letter to the editor) 

that a properly managed har-

vest program can provide us 

materials, as well as allow the 

forests to survive and thrive. 

I’m saying that the tim-

ber industry will not have 

anything to do with such a 

program. It would cut into the 

annual profits too much to log 

selectively. It’s the value of 

money over life, and it’s not 

getting better: It’s getting 

worse. 

Why the need to invade 

roadless areas? Why can’t we 

leave the bulk of the wilder-

ness alone and set up a “crop 

rotation” somewhere? 

Vanderlinden herself 

indicated 75-foot trees in 30 

years. Although she was re-

ferring to Mt. St. Helens, 

which has the soil property to 

promote such quick growth 

due to its insides becoming 

the outside in one huge explo-

sion, I think that maybe this 

can be done elsewhere. I 

think it would be an intelli-

gent solution. 

The problem is that it 

would take a lot of energy 

and effort while cutting into 

needed profits. Burn and log 

is a much easier solution to 

invade protected land. 

I believe in the American 

Indian philosophy that every 

living thing has a spirit. Every 

living thing deserves as much 

respect as we expect for our-

selves. They believe in living 

with the Earth (the mother), 

not off of it. Vanderlinden is 

correct in that they lived in 

structures that could be 

packed up at a moment’s no-

tice. The fact remains that 

they respected their environ-

ment enough to let it do what 

it was going to do, and deal 

with the hand they were dealt. 

Why can’t we just create 

a defensible space around our 

communities, and leave the 

wilderness alone? I look for-

ward to a rebuttal by Vander-

linden. 

She seems intelligent; I 

just disagree with her assess-

ment of our timber-harvesting 

practices. And not only is 

timber “salvage” unneces-

sary, it is detrimental to the 

health of the forest itself. 

We need to love our 

mother. Only then can she 

provide. 

(Continued from page 2) 

Boy Scout Troop 880 
During spring break, 

the troop, along with mem-

bers of American Legion 

Post 70 and Auxiliary, had 

a camp-out at Lake Sel-

mac. 

Dr. Dan Fiske from 

Crossroads Animal Hospi-

tal was a big help. The 

Scouts prepared and served 

all meals to the adults. 

The Scouts were earn-

ing merit badges by nam-

ing plants and learning to 

tie knots, etc. Several 

Scouts are close to becom-

ing Eagle Scouts. Hiking, 

biking and fishing also 

were enjoyed. The cold 

wind and rain did not 

dampen their spirits. 

Illinois Valley 

Garden Club 
What can I do to dis-

courage the deer from eat-

ing my garden? 

Maybe Penny Niemi 

can provide advice. She 

will speak on the topic, 

“Deer-Resistant Gardens,” 

during the Friday, April 21 

club meeting. 

The horticulture show-

and-tell table will feature 

deer-resistant plant exam-

ples. Also, people cab 

write plant-and-garden 

questions and place them 

on the table: The club will 

try its best to answer them. 

The club meets on 

third Fridays at Immanuel 

United Methodist Church 

200 W. Watkins St., Cave 

Junction. Coffee House 

begins at 12:30 p.m. fol-

lowed by the meeting at 1 

unless otherwise noted. 

The club welcomes all in-

terested in plants and gar-

dening. 

The annual Spring 

Plant Sale will be held 

May 6 in front of the Jose-

phine County Bldg. in CJ 

from 9 a.m. to ? Outdoor 

bedding plants, bulbs and 

shrubs will be among of-

ferings.  

For more information: 

592-3239 or 592-4257. 

 

A friend is one of the 
nicest things you can 
have, and one of the 

best things you can be.  
 

- Douglas Pagels - 

The Illinois Valley Soil & Water Conservation District would like to express a BIG “Thank You” to all 
the participants in the 2006 “25¢ A Tree” Sponsorship Program. $1,171.10 was 
raised for the youth groups tree planters in the Valley.
This year’s sponsors, by category, are: 

Great Forest ($150/600 trees) 
Southern Oregon Sanitation, Inc 

Giant Redwood ($100/400 trees)
Elizabeth Metcalf
Robert Stellflug Construction

Mighty Oak ($50/200 trees)
Eye Care Group 
Gibbs Enterprises 
I.V. Building Supply 
Oregon Caves Chevron  
Oregon Mountain Real Estate 
Robert & Anne Wotzak 
The Right Connection Hearing Care 
Wild River Brewing & Pizza 

Habitat Helper ($91.10/365 trees)
(Coin Can Collection Centers, combined total) 
Shop Smart 
1.V. Building Supply 

Anonymous Donor ($75/300 trees)

Tall Pine ($25/100 trees) 
Blalock Insurance 
Brown Barn Launderette 
Ken Rich Contracting 
P.T. Upton Construction 
Robert B. Murray 
Ronald Versteeg, Attorney at Law 
Selmac Auto Service 

Young Cedars ($20/80 trees) 
Kathy Ryan 

Sapling ($10/40 trees) 
Cave Junction 1-Hour Photo 
Cave Junction Video Mart 
Cheryl & Harry Johnson 
Ethel Dixon 
Rachel Goodman Massage Therapy 

Seedling ($5/20 trees)
George Blakely 
Irene Ollis 


