More state troopers and
greater protection against
identify theft are among
measures urged by Gov.
Kulongoski to give Orego-
nians greater protection in a
number of areas.

Speaking to county
sheriffs, chiefs of police,
and prosecutors from across
Oregon, Kulongoski’s state-
ments encompassed adding
more troopers on Oregon’s
roads, a new law enforce-
ment task force to fight ID
theft and electronic data
crimes, and legislation giv-
ing consumers the ability to
freeze thieves’ access to
credit information.

“The Dept. of Oregon
State Police (OSP plays a
critical role in the fight
against identity theft and our
fight against meth -- which is
often the motive for identity
theft crimes,” Kulongoski
said. “Oregonians now have
only a few ways to prevent
misuse of their personal infor-
mation, or to anticipate when
identity theft may occur.

“We must do more,” he
continued, “so that Orego-
nians do not have to endure
the economic havoc identity
theft creates, and it’s time
we provide citizens the tools
they need to protect their
personal information and
their families.”

The governor told law
enforcement leaders, gath-
ered for a board meeting of
the Regional Economic
Crime Investigation Center,
that he wants state lawmak-
ers to enact the following
standards:

*Increase Patrol, ID
Task Force -- Many identity
theft and electronic data
crimes are linked to
methamphetamine, so the
fight against it and the fight
against identity theft are
connected.

In order to cut the small
meth labs and importation
of meth from across state
lines, Oregon’s major high-
ways and interstate routes
need 24-hour, seven-day-a-
week full patrol coverage by
OSP, the governor indi-
cated. To help achieve the
goal of 24-hour coverage on
Oregon’s roads and high-
ways, 125 additional troop-
ers are needed.

The governor also indi-
cated the following:

Complementing the
increased road patrol, Ore-
gon also must have a strong
role in fighting identity theft
and electronic data crimes
through a theft-and-
electronic data crime task
force (modeled after the
gang and drug task forces,
including local, state and
federal criminal justice rep-
resentation).

*Security Freeze --
Consumers must have the
right to put a security freeze
on their own credit files with
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Information -- Any com-
pany or other organization
that acquires, maintains, or
uses personal information
must protect it from misuse
and dispose of it properly,
once it is no longer useful.

Such information in-
cludes Social Security (SS)
numbers and credit card
account numbers.

*SS  numbers - A
criminal can use SS num-
bers as the starting point for
many ID theft crimes. The
new law would prohibit
businesses from displaying
or disclosing those numbers,
except as required by state
or federal law. It also would
prohibit businesses from
requiring people to transmit
their SS numbers over the
Internet without encryption.

*Notification -- The
new law would require busi-
nesses, government agen-
cies, and other organizations
that keep and use key forms
of personal information to
provide prompt notification
to credit-reporting agencies
and affected people if some-
one steals that information,
or if someone accesses it for
illegitimate purposes.

“I want to congratulate
the sheriffs, chiefs of police,

and district attorneys for the
innovative work they’re
doing to protect all of us
from identity theft,” said the
governor. “There is no silver
bullet for identity theft, but
if we take action to protect
consumers at the front end,
we can make the work of
our law enforcement au-
thorities a little easier when
it comes to investigation and
prosecution.”

The govemor directed
the state Dept. of Consumer
& Business Services to work
with legislators and Attorney
General Hardy Myers, who
has also been active on this
issue, to draft legislation.

He noted that Califor-
nia, Washington, and other
states already have enacted
similar measures to protect
consumers from ID theft.

Kulongoski has asked
the state’s Congressional
delegation to not support
federal ID theft legislation
unless it includes the basic
elements of his own state
legislation.

“If federal standards are
weaker than what I have
described, it is critically im-
portant that any federal leg-
islation allow the states the
latitude to adopt and enforce

more stringent standards to
protect consumers,” the
governor said.

According to the Fed-
eral Trade Commission
(FTC), Oregon during 2004
ranked ninth-highest per
capita among the states for
identity theft complaints.
During 2005 the state
ranked 13th.

The Portland/Beaverton/
Vancouver (Washington)
metropolitan area ranked
22nd per capita in the nation
among major metropolitan
areas for 2005. Top locations
in Oregon for identity theft
complaints were Portland,
Salem, Eugene, Beaverton,
and Bend.

The top three types of
identity theft activity identi-
fied were credit card fraud,
fraudulent banking activity,
and phone or utilities fraud.

The FTC’s data is based
on self-reported complaints,
so officials believe that total
incidents are greater than the
number of complaints re-
ceived by FTC. Because
under-reporting is likely to
occur at similar rates across
the country FTC’s data still
offers useful comparisons
among the states and metro-
politan areas.

Tall Tales from the

Blopper

(Editor’s Note: The
“Noose” was unable to obtain
patrol logs from the Jose-
phine County Sheriff’s Office
for this issue. Therefore, we
offer our own version, no
item of which should be
viewed as fact or truth in any
way.)

Monday, March 27

*Three cows were appar-
ently lost on Holland Loop.
They left evidence on the
road.

*A woman complained
about some sort of mess on
Holland Loop.

*In Downtown Cave
Junction, a transient was
holding a sign that read, “Will
eat your food.”

*In Selma a resident
complained that a neighbor
shot at his house, chopped
down his gate, and threatened
his life. No crime was com-

mitted.

*Loose dogs in O’Brien
were barking up the wrong
tree, although a bear, possibly
looking for some woods, was
seen in a nearby Douglas fir.

Tuesday, March 28

*In Takilma a resident
wanted a fingerprint expert
after a burglary involving
some sort of weed. Regarding
the fingerprinting, the com-
plainant was told, ‘“What?!
Ya’ think this is CSI?”

*At Cave Junction City
Hall, a group of transients was
picketing, demanding better
police protection for their for-
tified beer-drinking parties in
Jubilee Park.

Wednesday, March 29

*Emergency personnel
responded in force to the top
of Hay’s Hill after someone
reported a “bad crash.” It
turned out to be a guy chang-

ing a flat tire.

*A  highly intoxicated
man lying in a puddle of wa-
ter was thought to have been
attacked by a roving band of
juveniles with water balloons.

*Dogs were accused of
public indecency and loiter-
ing on a Downtown CJ park-
ing lot.

Thursday, March 30

*Some sort of ruckus was
reported at a Selma business
involving a man who tried to
pay his bill with Euros.

*Theft of a packet of Ex-
Lax was reported at a CJ store.

*Theft of a roll of toilet
tissue was reported at a CJ
store.

Friday, April 1

*No mailboxes were
smashed off their posts, and
no other vandalism occurred
anywhere in Illinois Valley.
(April Fool!!)

Forest Edge Farm
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Vitamin C lessens E /oss in
smokers, study indicates

A new study has found
that supplements of
vitamin C can largely stop
the serious depletion of vita-
min E that occurs in smok-
ers, demonstrating for the
first time in humans “a
remarkable interaction be-
tween these two antioxi-
dants” working together.

The research also sug-
gests a possible mechanism
by which smoking can
cause cancer.

The findings are being
published in “Free Radical
Biology and Medicine,” a
professional journal, by sci-
entists from the Linus
Pauling Institute at Oregon
State University at Corvallis.

The results of the re-
search were based on a
placebo-controlled, double-
blind clinical study with
smokers and nonsmokers,
and showed that supple-
ments of 1,000 milligrams
of vitamin C per day could
reduce by up to 45 percent
the rate of disappearance of
one form of vitamin E in
smokers.

In general, vitamin C
supplements helped protect
the function and plasma
levels of vitamin E, so that
smokers who took supple-
ments had about the same
level of antioxidant protec-
tion as non-smokers.

“A lot of nutrition re-
search in the past has been
done by studying one nutri-
ent or another in isolation,
sometimes with conflicting
results,” said Maret Traber,
a professor of nutrition at
OSU and lead researcher in
the Linus Pauling Institute.

“What this and other
studies like it are showing is
that the protection we get
from proper diet or supple-
ments often comes from
combinations of nutrients
working together,” said
Traber. “This has implica-
tions not only for smokers

but also for
other people.”

Vitamin E is one of the
first lines of defense in hu-
man lung tissue against the
ravages of cigarette smoke,
Traber said, which creates
destructive free radicals. If
the body has adequate levels
of vitamin E, this protective
antioxidant can interact with
the peroxyl radicals created
by cigarette smoke and pre-
vent the destruction of lung
membranes.

In this process, how-
ever, vitamin E can itself be
made into a destructive radi-
cal. If adequate levels of
vitamin C are present, it
can help the vitamin E re-
turn to non-radical form and
continue its protective role.

But in the absence of
adequate vitamin C, this
process breaks down. The
new study is one of the first
to ever demonstrate this
phenomenon in humans.

This and other studies at
the Linus Pauling Institute
also have shown that in
smokers vitamin E is being
depleted from tissue
concentrations to keep up its
levels in the blood.
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Memiber Oregon Ground Water Assor
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DAVID ANDERSON EXCAVATING

Licensed General Contractor

30 years experience in water, sewer & pipeline
construction, brush clearing, septic installation
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Specializing in
alternative
septic systems

1-(541) 597-4486
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