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Soldiers’ sacrifices not in vain

Would you care to guess who said this: “To the coura-
geous men and women of the 3rd Armored Cavalry Regi-
ment, who have changed the city of Tall Afar (Iraq) from a
ghost town, in which terrorists spread death and destruction,
to a secure city flourishing with life”?

Is this an excerpt from a Pentagon or presidential cita-
tion? Nope.

“To the lion-hearts who liberated our city from the grasp
of terrorists who were beheading men, women and children in
the streets for many months.” Was that on a plaque from the
local Kiwanis Club? Wrong again.

“To those who spread smiles on the faces of our children
and gave us restored hope, through their personal sacrifice
and brave fighting, and gave new life to the city after hope-
lessness darkened our days and stole our confidence in our
ability to reestablish our city.”

Give up? That is a letter from the mayor of Tall Afar in
the Iraqi province of Nineveh. Mayor Najim Abdullah Abid
Al-Jubouri wrote it to express his gratitude to American sol-
diers. Chances are you have not read this letter. I have only
found it in a few small-circulation U.S. newspapers. It cer-
tainly conveys an impression opposite what much of the
mainstream media and some politicians have been telling us.

Tall Afar was the main base of operations for the terror-
ists Abu Musab al-Zar-qawi. The mayor says his city was
held hostage by al-Zarqawi. “Our schools, governmental ser-
vices, businesses and offices were closed. Our streets were
silent, and no one dared to walk them. Our people were barri-
caded in their homes out of fear; death awaited them around
every corner. Terrorists occupied and controlled the only hos-
pital in the city. Their savagery reached such a level that they
stuffed the corpses of children with explosives and tossed
them into the streets in order to kill grieving parents attempt-
ing to retrieve the bodies of their young.”

The 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment (ACR) arrived in
Iraq in 2003 and began attacking insurgents in Fallujah. Last
year, they went back for a second tour, this time in Tall Afar.
The mayor’s letters sums up the result: “This was the situa-
tion of our city until God prepared and delivered ... the cou-
rageous soldiers of the 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment, who
liberated this city, ridding it of al-Zarqawi’s followers after
harsh fighting, killing many terrorists and forcing the remain-
ing butchers to flee the city like rats to the surrounding areas,
where the bravery of other 3rd ACR soldiers in Sinjar, Ra-
biah, Zumar and Avgani finally destroyed them.”

One of the returning soldiers from this regiment is Chief
Warrant Officer Roger Wood of Fort Carson, Colo. Wood, a
helicopter pilot, who arrived home last weekend. He tells me,
“There’s a lot of good going on in Iraq,” adding that
“negative stories” he’s seen on the news “are discouraging.”
Wood says he’s noticed a “big difference” since his first tour
in 2003 in the way Iraq soldiers and police operate. He says
they are increasingly confident and able to operate independ-
ent of American forces. “Iraq will come around,” Wood pre-
dicts. “Baghdad will take a little longer, but as people see
change and acquire hope, we’ll see a new Iraq.”

The mayor of Tall Afar concludes his letter: “God bless
this brave Regiment; God bless the families who dedicated
these brave men and women. From the bottom of our hearts
we thank the families of those who have given their holy
blood for our land, we all bow to you in reverence and to the
souls of your loved ones.

“This sacrifice was not in vain. They are not dead, but
alive, and their souls hovering around us every second of
every minute. They will never be forgotten for giving their
precious lives ... Let America, their families and the world be
proud of their sacrifice for humanity and life.”

The U.S. Conference of the World Council of Churches
recently condemned U.S. policy in Iraq for “raining down
terror” on helpless Iraqgis. They should talk to the mayor of
Tall Afar and tell him to his face that they think al-Zarqawi’s

“reign of terror” should not have been ended.
(Editor’s Note: The preceding, written by syndicated columnist
Cal Thomas, is used with permission, and as a paid advertisement.)
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proximately $140 the first
year with a 3 percent increase
annually.

Let’s remember that the
library director’s annual sal-
ary of approximately $76,000
has been eliminated, as was
the position, last year. The ex-
director’s budget continued
giving salary overages, one
for a retired employee, which
were rectified by the commis-
sioners. Those savings are
being realized this fiscal year
and bring relief for years into
the future.

I e-mailed a library advo-
cate in Grants Pass last year
who was initially helpful and
informative. However, my
suggestions to amend our
state’s law, which prevents
our libraries from charging
any usage fees, met with
complete silence. Library
cards and associated fees are
patrons would certainly take
up the lion’s share of funding
shortfalls they anticipate.

Southern Oregon is to-
tally saturated with property
owners on fixed incomes.
They already absorb the an-
nual 3 percent increase on
existing tax districts and can-
not take on one more special
interest.

I think that we should
vote “no” on the library tax
district.

One man’s ode

to old-growth
From Chris Matthews
Cave Junction

I doubt that I shall ever
see/An old-growth forest left
to be/A ravaged stumpland
left for me/And all of our
progeny.

God made creatures great
and small/Lord I hate to see a
giant fall/On forestland
owned by all/If only Con-
gress could hear the owl/
Instead of selfish loggers
howl.

More than trees will dis-
appear/If all is cut so very
near/l should like my child to
hear the screech of owls, it
sounds so dear/Possibly never
to be heard around here.

If owls were hunted like
the deer/their extinction
sparking outrage clear/Owls
have reasons to be here/Fish
and trees and owls have much
to fear/Kill them all, the log-
gers’ creed/So sad man’s ig-
norance, arrogance and greed.

Citizens of Illinois Val-
ley should arise and say nay
to BLM’s plans to log 30,000
acres.

Honor is simply the morality of superior men. - H. L. Mencken
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Fire Mountain Gems and Beads Now Hiring

Fire Mountain Gems and Beads is actively recruiting for full and part time
high-energy individuals to join our growing team. Fire Mountain is a leading
direct marketing company in the jewelry industry and has been satisfying
customers with excellent products and customer service for over 30 years. We
successfully market our products through our extensive catalogs and website
to a broad customer base of creative jewelry makers, jewelry stores, and

available include-

+ Fulfillment Processor
- Receiver

* Inventory Material Handler

Please visit our website at www.firemountaingems.com for a full description
of the following openings and to print out an application. Positions currently

We offer competitive wages and a generous benefits package including
medical, dental, and life insurance, employer match 401k plan, Paid Time Off,
and more. To apply please email your resume to: resumes@firemtn.com or

One Fire Mountain Way
Grants Pass, OR 97526
(541) 956-JOBS

EOE & Drug Free Workplace

drop by our offices between the hours of 8§ a.m. and 5 p.m.

Planned logging
strongly protested
From Lisa Rohde
Selma

The forests of Illinois
River Valley are targeted by
the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment and the U.S. Forest Ser-
vice for logging. The 28,000-
plus forested acres targeted
for logging by BLM in the
Illinois River Valley are some
of Oregon’s last remaining
low-elevation old-growth
forests.

As though the logging
threats from BLM facing our
valley were not enough, the
Siskiyou National Forest re-
cently announced its plans to
log inventoried roadless ar-
eas. One of the proposed
roadless areas happens to be
Mike’s Gulch, which is com-
pletely visible from our val-
ley’s main corridor, Hwy.
199.

The valley forests and
adjacent hillsides provide
important wildlife habitat and
connectivity for species mi-
grating to and from the East
and West Siskiyou, and lower
elevation forests host greater
biodiversity than way up in
the mountains. These forests
are the very watersheds from
which our source of clean
water springs forth.

The interior valley and
adjacent hillside forests of
Illinois River Valley are our
“view shed.” People come
from near and far to recreate
in these magnificent forests.
Our forests are the very rea-
son for our ever-increasing
Nature-based tourism that
Illinois River Valley has to
offer for future generations.

USFS, BLM objectives
on logging questioned
From Guenter Ambron
Cave Junction

Most of my family has
lived in Illinois Valley since
1969; the older ones grew up

f Letters toIthe Editor ]

in a forested German commu-
nity and moving here was like
a homecoming for them after
living in Southern California.

We believed what BLM
and the forest service said
about themselves. (Their mis-
sion statements) “to sustain
health, diversity, and produc-
tivity of public lands for pre-
sent and future generations”
and “caring for the land and
serving people.”

In July 2004, I was in-
vited to a Biscuit Alliance
meeting and therein was an-
other reality. The group took
me on trips to the Kalmiopsis,
the timber sales, and they
talked about the different sci-
ences being used, politics,
and some of the agency prac-
tices hidden from public
view.

I participated, learned,
and stayed open to all perspec-
tives, but the stark fact of the
evidence of what [ saw spoke
for itself. Just visit Baby Foot
Lake for a start.

Also in 2004-2005 I par-
ticipated with the Deer Creek
Valley Association, which
was working with BLM to
introduce its Natural Selection
Alternative, a practical ap-
proach to restoration, fire, and
an ecologically accountable
extraction process supported
by the community in the Deer
Creek Watershed (Lake Sel-
mac).

After two years of ex-
hausting work with BLM, the

association was awarded just
500 acres of severely cut-over
lands of the 7,500 acres avail-
able.

Recently, members of
the Takilma community also
rose to address matters of
commercial logging and man-
agement in their community,
formed a committee, devel-
oped an action alternative,
and worked closely with
BLM staff. Then they were
told by Abbie Jose that there
will be no compromise re-
garding the 1 mbf of com-
mercial extraction and the
helicopter logging in their
neighborhood.

Furthermore, BLM and
the forest service do not work
together on adjacent land,
discuss forest health or accu-
mulative effects. Both agen-
cies have a high rate of forest
liquidation, and their field
practices differ sometimes
considerably.

The ball is in the court of
corporate politics, and for us |
believe this is a significant
quality-of-life issue in our
valley. What these agencies
portray and what is really
happening -- well, T wish
many more had the time to
see it for themselves.

Is it the nature of human
kind to swallow the natural
world? And are our agencies
trying to serve two masters?
Do others have thoughts
about this?
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= 28cc Engine
= Straight Shaft Design
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« 25ce Commercial Engine
= Low Weight, Cnly 2.0 Pounds
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Our Easies
Starting Trimmer
« Mo Mixing of Gas & Oil

Our Ultimate 207

Firewood Saw
» 55.6cc X-TORQ™ Engine
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FREE Powerbox

& Extra Chain Kit
« with Purchase of 455R Chainsaw

NEW for 2006!
YTH-1848XPT Tractor -
» 18hp Kawasaki V-Twin OHV Engina b

= 25cc Honda 4-5troke Engine

YTH-1542XP

Yard Tractor

= 15hp Kawasaki V-Twin Engine

= Hydrostatic with 427 Cutting Deck

= While Supply Lasts!
« INCLUDES FREE REAR BAGGER!

* Hydrostatic with 48" Cutting Deck

LEWIS

) B

POWER EQUIPMENT

GRANTS PASS -

(541) 471-7827

1307 REDWOOD AVE




