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LORNA BYRNE HONOREES - Selected as February Students of the Month because

of their many outstanding characteristics, six pupils at Lorna Byrne Middle School
have been honored. They are (from left) sixth-graders Krista Joines and Daniel Go-
mez, seventh-graders Thea Deter and Joshua Mason, and eighth-graders Jarred
Houston and (not shown) Sonya Hogan. The six were chosen because of reasons
including deportment and classroom achievements. (Photo by ‘lllinois Valley News’)

Following are the high-and-
low temperatures, and rainfall,
recorded in O’Brien by Cheryl
& Harry Johnson.

*Fri., Feb.24: 62-28

*Sat., Feb.25: 58-27, .08
*Sun., Feb.26 63-31, .83
*Mon., Feb.27: 66-36, 2.36,
1 inch of snow

*Tue., Feb.28: 50-45, 1.02
*Wed., March 1: 57-36, .71
*Thurs., March 2: 56-36,

1 inch of snow

Following are the high-and-
low temperatures, and rainfall,
recorded in Cave Junction at
Mountain Wind Farm.

*Fri., Feb.24: 60-24

*Sat., Feb.25: 66-28

*Sun., Feb.26: 63-34, .57
*Mon., Feb.27: 49-44,2.33
*Tue., Feb.28: 53-36, .68
*Wed., March 1: 59-35, .80
*Thurs., March 2:48-33, .33

State gets A-minus in battle vs. pests

Oregon has received its
highest grade yet in the bat-
tle against invasive species.

The annual report card
issued by the state’s Inva-
sive Species Council gives
Oregon an A-minus for its
efforts to exclude various
undesirable organisms or to
keep them from gaining a
foothold. The grade is an
improvement over the “B”
received for 2004 and “B-
minus” in 2003.

“Oregon did well in
2005, but we are realistic in
recognizing the ever-present
threat of new harmful inva-
sive species arriving acci-
dentally,” said Martin Nu-
gent of the Oregon Dept. of
Fish and Wildlife, and past
chairman of the council.

“Our challenge,” he
said, “is to keep Oregonians
informed about the dangers
of new invasive species
coming to Oregon and
working together to mini-
mize the risk.”

The Invasive Species
Council coordinates public
and private sector activities
on unwanted, non-native

species, and has issued its
list of the 100 most danger-
ous invaders for the past
three years. The list is espe-
cially helpful to agencies,
land owners, environmental
groups, industry and the
general public.

It could easily contain
thousands of potentially
invasive species, but is con-
fined to a grouping due fo-
cus from all Oregonians.

The council wants to
create an awareness of high
priority organisms to ex-
clude from Oregon. The list
includes mammals, birds,
insects, weeds, micro-
organisms, and more.

The high grade for 2005
is based on several develop-
ments. None of the 100
most-dangerous  invasive
species threatening Oregon
became established in the
state last year. Only one
specie -- feral swine -- is
thought to be in danger of
becoming permanently es-
tablished.

Progress also was made
in eradicating species on the
list that have been intro-

Selma resident Rafferty
seeks commission post

Selma resident James
Rafferty, 60, has filed to
seek election to a seat on the
Josephine County Board of
Commissioners.

The term of Commis-
sioner Jim Riddle will ex-
pire, and voters will cast
ballots in the May 16 pri-
mary election.

Rafferty said that he and
his wife, Lorraine, opened a
hardwood store in 1992 in
Grants Pass, and that it is
still in operation. They
moved to the area in 1989,

“I would like to see that
things are done right,” said
the candidate. “I feel
strongly that I am answering
a call to duty, and will lead
by example.”

He said that voters set
the position salary some
time ago and that he would
abide by that vote. He said
his supporters feel that he

“is the only candidate who
will make a real difference
and that the others seem to
have an ax to grind, an
agenda, or even plan on us-
ing the position as a step-
ping-stone to better them-
selves, none of which would
be good for the county.”

He said that he is “neither
a politician nor an opportunist,
but a concerned resident and
taxpayer with a commitment
to bring the county back to
financial stability without rais-
ing our taxes.”

Rafferty concluded: “In
the past we have elected
board after board that has
refused to put money aside
for our future needs. We all
know that Josephine County
cannot afford to continue
this trend. We must work
together to find a way to pull
ourselves up by our boot-
straps, getting the job done.”
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duced to Oregon, but not
established. That includes
ramorum blight, also known
as sudden oak death.

But perhaps the most
progress has come in the
area of public awareness.
Since the Invasive Species
Council was established in
2002, more Oregonians ap-
pear to grasp the threat.

“We’re talking about
biological pollution,” said
council member Dan Hil-
burn, of the Oregon Dept. of
Agriculture.

“These are harmful spe-
cies that are not native to Ore-
gon,” he said. “They move in
and displace native species.
People are beginning to realize
that invasive non-native plants
can become nasty weeds and
that non-native insects can
become pests of not just agri-
cultural crops, but our forests.”
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JoCo leaders end individual

airport boards in favor of one

As stated last year, the Josephine County Board of Com-
missioners has dissolved the separate advisory boards for the
Illinois Valley and Grants Pass airports.

Commissioners made it official during their meeting in
Grants Pass Wednesday morning, March 1. Almost immedi-
ately thereafter, the board established the Josephine Airports
Commission to oversee both airports.

During its meetings last year, when they first were ad-
vised of the consolidation plan, the I.V. Advisory Board ap-
proved a resolution opposing the move. The board, which was
led by Don McLennan, felt that the goals of the two airports
are too different to fall under a single advisory group.

Wednesday, five people were appointed to seats on the
new board, including Luz Moore, who will represent Illinois
Valley business interests. She is an agent for Century 21 Har-
ris & Taylor in Cave Junction.

Also appointed for business interests: Gerry Sterling, at-
large; and Mike Mitchell, of Grants Pass.

Grants Pass residents Kurt Krauss and Ken Lindbloom
were appointed to represent aviation interests. A two-year
position to represent aviation interests was not filled.

Terms for Mitchell and Moore will expire in March 2010.
Sterling’s term will expire in 2008. Krauss will serve two
years; Lindbloom four years
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According to the International Game Fish Association,
the heaviest fish ever caught was a 2,664-pound
great white shark, caught by Alfred Dean in 1959.
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