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Gift time? We have roving, yarn, 

gift certificates for     

workshops or product,   

hats, handbags and more. 

Call and come shopping. 

 Joyce & Harry Abrams 
                 592-6078 

llamuz@forestedgefarm.com 

 
Meidinger Concrete Construction 

Serving the Valley since 1974 

                       

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Specializing in  all types of Concrete 

and Masonry 
 New - Foundations - Walks - Drives - Patios 

 Mobile Home Runners and Foundations 
 Bridges and Abutments  - Slabs - Large or Small 

 Exposed Aggregate -  Retaining Walls and Basements  
 Stamped & Colored Concrete 

 
Phone 592-4485        Mike Meidinger         License #93173 

 

Concealed-Carry Handgun Classes 
being held right here in Cave Junction!  

 
Phone for details!  

Seating is limited, classes are filling fast!  

 
Phone Now! NRA instructor: 

Steven Mohr (Reliance Concepts) 

Home: 592-6692 

Cell: 660-9824 

We build private roads & home pads 

Trenching - Rock Delivery - etc. 

Mon. - Sat. 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
 

Manny Cotta                  541-597-2440 

General Contractor           Cell: 541-761-3713 

CCB# 166514                Visa - MasterCard - Debit 

FREE ESTIMATE 

Lawsuit aims to fix financial imbalance 
(Continued from page 1) 

Josephine County has 
252,000 acres under the 
O&C Act, representing 25 
percent of the total county 
land area. 

“Shouldn’t the govern-
ment pay its fair share of 
taxes when it takes away the 
revenue source,” Frick said 
rhetorically.  

“Under O&C and the 
FDR administration, the 
lands were held in the public 
trust, but they’re not being 
handled by the two agen-
cies, so why are they not 
paying taxes if they’re pri-
vate ownership lands?” 

Frick said that the forest 
service manages 320,000 
acres in Oregon; approxi-
mately 32,000 in Josephine 
County, which has the larg-
est O&C acreage of any of 
the 18 affected counties. 

Besides the pending 
suit, he is working with 
Rocky McVay, of Brook-
ings, chairman of the board 
of the Association of O&C 
Counties, representing all 18 
counties. 

McVay, said Frick, 
feels that the federal govern-
ment will extend the safety 
net funding. But there are 

doubts from other quarters 
because of monies being 
expended on the war in Iraq, 
plus funds related to the re-
cent hurricane disasters in 
the Gulf Coast. 

McVay, he said, has 
been negotiating so that 
there can be a timber harvest 
of 300 million to 400 mil-
lion board feet. 

Even if the safety net is 
extended from its expiration 
of September 2006, the law-
suit will be pursued, Frick 
said. SORA, a 501c3 or-
ganization, is working with 
a Portland attorney, Cla-
rence Greenwood. 

Others working with 
SORA, Frick said, include 
former longtime Josephine 
County Commissioner Har-
old Haugen; Roseburg busi-
nessman David Jakes, 
Grants Pass businessman 
Herb Carter, and a Grants 
Pass attorney, Jack Swift, 
who is working pro bono. 

The 1994 Northwest 
Forest Plan, devised by the 
Clinton administration to 
save the spotted owl while 
allowing some continued 
logging, outlined a network 
of reserves across 24.5 mil-
lion acres of the Northwest  
-- including the O&C lands.  

However, the plan has 
never delivered the timber it 
projected, and logging on 
O&C lands has fallen 
roughly 90 percent since the 
late 1980s. 

In 2000, the Secure Ru-
ral Schools Act “was ap-
plied as a Band-Aid” be-
cause of lagging timber har-
vests affecting the 1937 
agreement, Frick said. 

Loss of the funding, 
whether under O&C or the 
safety net, would drastically 
affect the county, he added. 
Law enforcement, county 
government and roadways 
are among major areas. 

“We don’t want to let 
the situation ‘sunset’,” said 
Frick. 

He added that legisla-
tors Jason Atkinson, Gordon 
Anderson and Dennis 
Richardson have indicated 
support. 

Commissioner Jim Rid-
dle, chairman of the Jose-
phine County Board of 
Commissioners, said that 
he’s hopeful the safety net 
will be extended. He indi-
cated that the suit might not 
be the appropriate action at 
this time. He is primarily 
concerned with backing 
McVay’s approach, he said. 

SISKIYOU COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER  is looking forward to completion of a new 
$2.5 million facility being built on 7 acres on Redwood Hwy. in Cave Junction be-
tween Z Coffee and Laurel Pines Golf Course. Laboratory and X-ray service will be 
provided under an agreement with Three Rivers Community Hospital. The principal 
contractor is Batzer Construction of Medford. (Photo by ‘Illinois Valley News’) 

Free testing 
for HIV set 
Thursday 

On Thursday, Dec. 1 --
World AIDS Awareness 
Day -- the Josephine County 
Public Health Dept. (JCHD) 
is offering free HIV coun-
seling and testing. 

It will be available  
from 8 to 11:30 a.m., and 1 
to 4:30 p.m. at 715 N.W. 
Dimmick St. in Grants Pass. 

The HIV test being of-
fered is an alternative to the 
standard blood test. It uses a 
specially treated pad placed 
inside a person’s mouth then 
gently rubbed. A person’s 
results are known in as little 
as 20 minutes. 

Said JCHD, “Take the 
test, take control. Get tested 
for HIV.” 

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention esti-
mate that between 850,000 
and 900,000 people in the 
United States are infected 
with HIV. 

An estimated 180,000 
to 280,000  do not know 
they are infected, and may 
continue to engage in be-
havior that could jeopardize 
their health, and the health 
of others. 

Voluntary counseling, 
testing, and referral pro-
grams provide people an 
opportunity to learn their 
current HIV status, receive 
counseling about any behav-
ioral changes needed to 
avoid infection or infecting 
others, and receive informa-
tion and referrals to addi-
tional programs, medical 
care or other services. 

For further information 
phone (541) 474-5325.  

‘Kicker refunds’ said possible during ’07  
Some $240 million in 

“kicker” refunds to Ore-
gon’s individual taxpayers 
could arrive during 2007 
due to continuing improve-
ments in the state economy. 

State economist Tom 
Potiowsky noted that re-
cently in issuing his quar-
terly revenue and economic 
forecast. It also indicated 
that Oregon corporations 
might receive an $86 mil-

lion corporate tax kicker 
refund in ‘07. 

They would be the first 
such refunds since the Ore-
gon economy went into a 
recession in 2001. 

The kicker law stipu-
lates that when income tax 
collections exceed the esti-
mates of state economists by 
2 percent or more, the ex-
cess must be returned to 
taxpayers.  

Potiowsky predicted 
continued job growth, al-
though at a slower rate dur-
ing the next two years. 

He said that Oregon’s 
annual average job growth 
for 2005 is projected at 3.2 
percent, with gains coming 
in services and other non-
manufacturing sectors. The 
rate will slow to 1.8 percent 
in ‘06 and 1.4 percent in 
‘07, he said. 

Next to a circus there ain’t nothing that packs up  
and tears out faster than the Christmas spirit.  

- Kin Hubbard - 


