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OSP trooper uncovers $1.2 million worth of Ecstasy

(Continued from page 1)

with Schedule I manufactur-
ing, possession and distribu-
tion of a controlled sub-
stance, said OSP.

Gaither was aided dur-
ing the stop by Trooper
Greg Costanzo and his drug
detection canine, “Cookie,”
as well as OSP and federal
DEA detectives.

Ecstasy, also known as
MDMA, is a psychoactive
drug chemically similar to
the stimulant methampheta-
mine and the hallucinogen
mescaline, according to the

National Institute of Drug
Abuse.

Other street names in-
clude Adam, XTC, hug,
beans, and love drug.

OSP said that it used to
be ingested primarily at
dance clubs, raves and col-
lege scenes, but now is be-
ing used in other social set-
tings.

“Ecstasy can be danger-
ous to health, and, on rare
occasions, lethal,” OSP said.

Prior to last week’s sei-
zure, the largest haul of the
drug in a traffic stop is be-

lieved to have occurred in
February, when an OSP
sergeant seized approxi-
mately 6.5 pounds of Ec-
stasy on I-5 near Salem.

OSP is committed “to
do all that it can with its
available resources,” said
Superintendent Ron
Ruecker.

“We know that officers
on patrol in this country
make more drug cases than
all the other elements of law
enforcement combined,” he
said. “We all agree that
drugs ravage our communi-

ties and take lives. “Within
the past two years,” Ruecker
said, “at least two young
adults have died as a direct
result of Ecstasy use, not to
mention thousands more
who are abusing this drug.

“We are very proud of
Trooper Gaither,” he said,
“and the investigative skills
she demonstrated.

“We may not have as
many officers out there as
we need to protect the pub-
lic, but Oregonians can be
proud of the troopers we
have,” Ruecker said.

I-56 one of top U.S. highways frequented by drug runners

Interstate 5 -- which lies
between San Ysidro in San
Diego County at the Baja
California, Mexico border;
and at the Washington state/
Canadian border at Blaine,
Wash. -- is one of the top
five U.S. corridors for trans-
porting illegal drugs.

Oregon State Police so
noted that fact last week
following seizure of a record
amount of the illegal drug,
Ecstasy, during an I-5 traffic

stop in Jackson County.

OSP troopers have
made several notable drug
seizures during 2005, most
of them along I-5. They in-
clude:

*Qct. 10 - Marijuana
plants discovered by a
trooper during a traffic stop
on Hwy. 730 in N.E. Ore-
gon led to the discovery of
nearly 1,500 marijuana
plants in Washington.

*Sept. 29 - Approxi-

mately six pounds of crystal
methamphetamine were
found by a trooper during a
traffic stop on I-5 north of
Medford.

*June 29 - Nearly 63
pounds of marijuana were
seized by an OSP sergeant
during a traffic stop on 1-84
near Hood River.

*April 1 - Some 323
pounds of pot were found
by a trooper during a traffic
stop in I-5 near Salem.

Officials indicate that
I-5 is the roadway of choice
for drug-runners because of
the major cities it passes
through: San Diego, Los
Angeles, Sacramento,
Eugene, Salem, Portland,
Olympia, Tacoma and
Seattle. Plus, San Francisco
is a relatively short distance
off I-5 via I-80 and I-580.

Of 1I-5’s 1,375 miles:
792 are in California, 307 in
Oregon; 276 in Washington.

Hearing loss affecting older adults not an unheard of situation

Hearing loss is one of
the most common condi-
tions affecting older adults.

Roughly one-third of
persons older than 60, and
40 to 50 percent of those 75
and older in the United
States have hearing loss.

People with hearing loss
find it difficult to talk with
friends and family. They
also may have trouble un-
derstanding a doctor's ad-
vice; responding to warn-
ings; and hearing doorbells.

There are two general
categories of hearing loss.

Sensorineural  hearing
loss occurs when there is
damage to the inner ear or

the auditory nerve. This type
of hearing loss is permanent.

Conductive hearing loss
occurs when sound waves
cannot reach the cochlea.
The cause may be earwax
build-up, fluid, or a punc-
tured eardrum. Medical or
surgical treatment can usu-
ally restore this loss.

One form of hearing
loss, presbycusis, comes on
gradually as a person ages.

Presbycusis can occur
because of changes in the
inner ear, auditory nerve,
middle ear, or outer ear.
Some causes are aging, loud
noise, heredity, head injury,
infection, 1illness, certain

prescription drugs, and cir-
culation problems such as
high blood pressure.
Presbycusis commonly
affects people older than 50,
many of whom are likely to
lose some hearing each year.
Having presbycusis may
make it hard for a person to
tolerate loud sounds or to
hear what others are saying.
Tinnitus, also common
in older people, is the ring-
ing, hissing, or roaring
sound in the ears frequently
caused by exposure to loud
noise or certain medicines.
Tinnitus is a symptom,
not a disease, so it can ac-
company any type of hear-

ing loss.

Tinnitus also can be a
sign of other important
health problems, such as
allergies and problems in the
heart and blood vessels. Tin-
nitus can come and go, or it
can persist or stop alto-
gether.

Hearing problems that
are ignored or untreated can
get worse. If you have a
hearing problem, help is
available.

Hearing aids, special
training, certain medicines,
and surgery are some of the
choices that can help people
with hearing problems.

© 2005 DBR Media Inc.

Page 7

ART's Rep GARTER
STEAKHOUSE & SALeON

Fine BiNING

Steaks - Chicken - Fish - Large Hamburgers
Restaurant separate from lounge

Friday Special - Prime Rib
Sunday & Monday - Filet Mignon

Open 4 to 9 p.m. 7 days 592-2892 or 592-4222

yalley Surf Interneg

139 S. Caves Ave. Suite F C_,j

(Inside Caves Mall) =y
@

592-4117
Coupon Special
Complete Virus and Spyware Removal
$45.00
Remove Viruses and Spyware, Update Anti-Virus

Program or Install New if Needed, Install System
Updates, Clean Inside Case and Defrag System

*expires 12/15/05

Internet Access A Repairs A Accessories
www.ValleySurf.net

: BREAKEAST
: LUNGH

DINNER

*Prices to Please"

With.."HOMEMADE COOKING®
BOUNTRY 8TYLE..

CLOSED
Tuesday & Wednesday...

Home computers are being called upon to perform
many new functions, including the consumption of
homework formerly eaten by the dog.

- Doug Larson -

Mid %ogue

Community Health Plan
820 NE. 7th St, Grants Pass, OR 97526 « Phone: 471.4106 « TTY 800.735.2900 « wwuw.caresourcehp.com
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Why pay more for your Medicare Advantage Plan when you
can get great benefits from a local company—Mid Rogue CHP.

For a choice of primary care physicians

and a low monthly premium, CareSource
has all the benefits you're looking for.

[t pays to find out about the

CareSource Medicare Advantage Plan

from Mid Rogue CHP.

CareSource

549.00

Call for more information
or attend our next seminar:

Friday, November 18th, 11 A.M. - 12:30 P.M.
Cave Junction Senior Center, 520 E. River Street

Medicare Advantage Plan
Monthly Premium
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A sales person will be present with information and applications.
We accommodate people with special needs.

CareSource is a Medicare Advantage Plan with a Medicare contract.
Anyone with Medicare may apply. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium.
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