
Page 7 Illinois Valley News, Cave Junction, OR Wednesday, September 7,  2005 

 

 

 

 

Avoiding electric precautions can be shocking 
Pacific Power wants to 

remind people of the impor-

tance of keeping safe around 

electricity and electrical 

equipment. 

It could mean the differ-

ence between life and death. 

“Safety is our top prior-

ity, and the safety of the 

public we serve is especially 

critical,” said Amy Eschete, 

Pacific Power’s public 

safety manager. 

“It’s a simple fact that 

electricity can be dangerous, 

even deadly, and we want 

people to take a few simple 

precautions to avoid serious 

or fatal injury,” she said. 

Pacific Power recom-

mends heeding the follow-

ing key outdoor electric 

safety rules: 

Look Up and Live: Pay 

attention to the location of 

all overhead power lines. 

Make sure to check for 

power lines in or near trees 

before pruning branches or 

climbing in or around trees.  

Phone Pacific Power to 

prune trees near power lines. 

Most overhead lines are not 

insulated, and special care 

must be taken any time 

you’re around them. 

Avoid storing or lifting 

tall or long items such as 

gutters, irrigation pipes, lad-

ders and antennae near over-

head power lines. Keep the 

10-foot rule in mind -- al-

ways keep yourself and any-

thing you’re handling at 

least 10 feet or more away 

from overhead power lines 

and even farther away from 

any transmission lines. 

Fly kites and model 

planes away from power 

lines. 

Phone Before You Dig: 

Before embarking on any 

digging projects such as 

putting in fence posts, plant-

ing trees or bushes, install-

ing a sprinkler system or 

doing major excavation 

work, be sure to call to have 

your underground utility 

lines located. 

Make the call to the 

underground utility-locating 

service in your area at least 

48 hours before you plan to 

dig. Contact Pacific Power 

or visit pacificpower.net for 

the phone number to the free 

utility-locating service in 

your area. 

Having utility lines lo-

cated before you dig pre-

vents injury from contacting 

electrical power or natural 

gas lines and helps home-

owners and workers avoid 

expensive repair costs and 

inconvenience caused by 

damaged utility lines 

Stay Away to Stay Safe: 

If you spot an electrical wire 

down, keep everyone out of 

the area and immediately 

contact 911 or Pacific 

Power at (888) 221-7070.  

Never try to move or go 

near a downed wire and al-

ways assume a downed wire 

is dangerous and that the 

power line is energized. 

Touching a live line or any-

thing near it like a fence, 

puddle or even the ground 

can cause high-voltage elec-

tricity to flow through your 

body, instantly resulting in 

life-altering, serious injuries 

or death. 

Pacific also reminds the 

public about important in-

door electric safety rules: 

*Use outlet plug covers 

if you have small children in 

the house. 

*Before repairing any 

appliance, unplug it. 

*Use extension cords 

wisely. Never exceed the 

load rating; always throw 

away damaged cords; and 

don’t use extension cords as 

a replacement for permanent 

wiring. 

*Use three-pronged 

grounded plugs only in 

three-prong outlets and 

never cut off the third prong. 

*Never use electrical 

appliances near water. 

*Use Ground Fault Cir-

cuit Interrupters (GFCIs) 

outlets with red-and-black 

test and reset buttons in 

bathrooms, garages, near 

kitchen sinks and outdoors, 

as they will shut off power 

during a short circuit or 

grounding event. 

*When performing 

electrical do-it-yourself pro-

jects around the home, al-

ways turn off circuit break-

ers and then test circuits to 

make sure they are de-

energized before performing 

any work. Professional elec-

tricians can help make sure 

large projects are performed 

according to electrical codes 

for your home. 

*Don’t overload electri-

cal circuits. This is a com-

mon cause of fires. 

*Attach extension cords 

to appliances before plug-

ging into outlets. Always 

disconnect by pulling on the 

plug, not the cord. 

“However,” Eschete 

said, “if safety rules are not 

followed, the results can be 

tragic.” 

For more information, 

phone (888) 221-7070 or 

visit pacificpower.net and 

click on Safety. 

Senate bill targets criminal 
side of state meth problem 

Passage of SB 907, the 

second part of bipartisan 

package developed to deal 

with the methamphetamine 

crisis in Oregon, was an-

nounced by the   House Ma-

jority Leader Wayne Scott 

(R-Canby). 

The House recently 

passed the companion bill, 

HB 2485. 

SB 907 focuses more on 

the criminal side of the meth 

problem with enhanced pen-

alties for meth cooks; for 

those selling the drug; and 

for those who expose chil-

dren to this dangerous sub-

stance. Specifically, SB 907 

includes: 

*Modifications of child 

abuse reporting statutes. 

*A greater in-custody 

recovery program with a 

post-release component. 

*Additions to the Dept. 

of Justice district attorney 

assistance program. 

*Redistribution of drug 

statutes for statistical pur-

poses. 

*Modifications of exist-

ing crimes. 

*Enhanced sentencing 

for high-volume manufac-

turing and dealers. 

“Tougher sentences and 

increased penalties for meth 

are one part of  what our 

state needs to do to tackle 

the meth epidemic,” said 

Scott. “Neglected and 

abused children are a devas-

tating side effect of the meth 

problem. 

“By punishing the peo-

ple who expose kids to this 

horrible drug, we can hope-

fully discourage cooks and 

users from exposing their 

kids to the risks associated 

with meth.” 

“After months of hard 

work, we passed the final 

piece of the Legislative 

Meth Package,” said Rep. 

Wayne Krieger (R-Gold 

Beach), carrier of the bill 

and chairman of the House 

Judiciary Committee. 

“I’m proud of this pack-

age and the hard work our 

bipartisan group put into this 

legislation.” he said.  

“But the work doesn’t 

stop here. We have to moni-

tor this epidemic, see how 

these changes impact the 

problem, and be prepared to 

make any changes in the 

future that we need to 

make.” 

The Coast is calling. Can you hear it?  Where else can you smell the salty air, 
see an unparalleled sunset, stroll through regal redwoods, stick your finger in a 
sea anemone, stay in a rustic lodge, or roll a lucky “7”? 

1279 2nd Street 
Corner of Highway 101 North  

and 2nd Street 
Crescent City CA 95531 

707-464-3633 
 

The North Coast Nature Center 
is a hands-on, discovery  

museum featuring animals  
native to the northern coast of 

California and from  
around the world. 

 
Visit our web site at: 

www.northcoastnaturecenter.org 


