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The Oregon Forest Resources Institute was created by the Oregon Legislature to 
improve understanding of forestry and to encourage sound forest management. 

Visit OFRI at www.oregonforests.org, or call 1-800-719-9195.

Fire is one of the hottest issues affecting

Oregon’s forests. There have always been fires.

But years of keeping fire out and lack of thinning have

left many of our forests at risk for uncharacteristically

intense fires — increasing the threat to habitat, 

homes and even air and water quality.

With this risk come choices in the way we manage 

our forests. Careful forest management can help make

our forests more fire resilient. The issue is complex, 

but one thing is clear: Doing nothing is a choice that 

is increasingly dangerous for our forests.

For free booklets and information on fire risks 

and treatment options, visit www.oregonforests.org.

Or call the Oregon Forest Resources Institute 

at 1-800-719-9195. 

Find answers to 
burning questions 

about Oregon’s 
forest fires.

Fine Dining 
Steaks - Chicken - Fish - Large Hamburgers 

 

Restaurant separate from lounge 
Family Dining - Children Welcome 
Banquet Room for special parties 

Non-smoking - Rear entrance & parking 
New Children’s Menu - Daily Specials 

 

Friday Special - Prime Rib 
 

Open 4 to 9 p.m. 7 days   592-2892 or 592-4222 

Phone for an appointment NOW! 

(800) 753-2940 
For a Free Hearing Test 
More than 30 years experience 

Grants Pass  
Hearing Center 

IN CAVE JUNCTION 

DATE: Monday, Sept. 12 
 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

LOCATION: Select Market 
OTHER HOURS BY 

APPOINTMENT 

I can’t hear ya, Bert. I’ve got a banana in my ear. 
 

- Ernie - 

THREE INJURED IN KERBY - Lawmen are looking for Kerby resident Michael Heikka, 
41, identified as the driver of a northbound Mercedes on Hwy. 199 in Kerby near 
Kerby Trailer Park that drifted into a southbound SUV Sunday, Sept. 4, said Oregon 
State Police. The SUV went off the west shoulder, into a ditch and rolled over once, 
said OSP. It was driven by Cave Junction resident Robert Hanni, 40. Transported 
with apparent minor injuries were Cheri Miller, Sierra Hanni, and Cole Hanni, accord-
ing to an unofficial report.  (Photos by ‘Illinois Valley News’) 

Simple rule: Slow it down 
driving in a school zone 

Don’t worry -- this isn’t 

a test. And you don’t need 

to memorize anything. 

But Oregon’s school 

zone speed law is becoming 

easier to follow for the 

2005-06 school year under 

current law, and for the 

2006-07 school year, when 

changes made by the 2005 

Legislature will take effect. 

One simple rule of 

thumb will always work: 

Follow signs, and when in 

doubt, slow down. 

“For this school year, 

2005-06, the current law 

stays in effect,” said Sue 

Riehl, Youth Program Man-

ager for the Oregon Dept. of 

Transportation’s Safety Di-

vision. “The law requires 

drivers to obey the 20 mph 

speed limit in schools zones 

where flashing lights and 

signs indicate.” 

House Bill 2840, signed 

by the Governor on July 20, 

will take effect July 1, 2006 

-- in time for the 2006-07 

school year. 

The revised law still 

will require drivers to slow 

to 20 mph in school zones 

where flashing lights and 

signs indicate children may 

be arriving at or leaving 

school. 

What will change next 

year is that if a school zone 

has no flashing lights, the 20 

mph speed limit will apply 

only from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

on days when classes are in 

session. 

“Now that summer is 

nearly over, drivers com-

muting to work need to 

again start playing extra 

attention to children rushing 

to school,” Riehl said. 

“Children are more difficult 

to see beyond parked cars, 

and they can dart out into 

traffic or misjudge when it’s 

safe to cross a street.” 

Still want to get a head 

start on studying the new 

law for next year? 

“Remember your ABCs 

when it comes to school 

zones,” Riehl said. “Drive 

20 mph: A- Any time a yel-

low light on a school speed 

sign is flashing; B- Between 

7 a.m. and 5 p.m. on school 

days, as posted on signs in a 

school zone adjacent to 

school grounds; and C- 

Crosswalks not adjacent to 

school grounds also require 

a 20 mph limit. 

“This means where chil-

dren are waiting at a cross-

walk or occupying or walk-

ing within a crosswalk, or a 

traffic patrol member is pre-

sent to assist children at a 

crosswalk.” 

But if drivers simply 

follow the signs, both this 

year and next, they will do 

their part to keep children 

safe. Driving just 5 mph 

more then the 20 mph speed 

limit increases the risk of 

hitting a child and increases 

the severity of the injury 

when a child is struck by a 

vehicle, Riehl said. 

“Slowing down anytime 

children are near the street 

or at a crosswalk can help 

prevent a tragic situation for 

a driver and a child,” Riehl 

said. “And slowing down is 

the best way to avoid an 

expensive ticket.” 

School district meetings slated 

An executive (closed to 

the public) session to dis-

cuss a personnel matter will 

be conducted by directors of 

Three Rivers School District 

Monday, Sept. 12 at 6 p.m. 

at the district office, 8550 

New Hope Road in rural 

Grants Pass. 

Directors also are 

scheduled to meet in regular 

session Monday, Sept. 19 at 

7 p.m. at Hidden Valley 

High School. 

Support the ‘I.V. News’ advertisers. 

Californian 
river victim 

A California man died 

of apparent drowning in a 

rafting accident near Galice 

on Sunday, Sept. 4, said 

Josephine County Sheriff’s 

Office (JCSO). 

The victim was identi-

fied as Dennis Rodriguez, 

57, town unavailable. He 

and his son, who was not 

named, were rafting in one-

person Tahiti craft, when the 

victim’s capsized. 

Other rafters went to 

help, as did the son. CPR 

was in progress when rescue 

personnel arrived after the 

12:24 p.m. call. 

Rodriguez was wearing 

a flotation device, said 

JCSO, but “it was not prop-

erly secured and came up 

over his head.” 

American Medical Re-

sponse took the man to 

Three Rivers Community 

Hospital in Grants Pass, 

where he succumbed to his 

condition and was pro-

nounced dead, said JCSO. 


