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German student highlights IVHS, U.S. differences

. PATTON®

By CHRISTINA HILL etsch played baseball on the According to Knoetsch, Knoetsch’s host family,
Correspondent junior varsity team. driving is a big privilege, be- who took him into their home S T M U 0 N
High school may be con- “We never won a game, cause gas is much more ex- and treated him like family, ‘h =
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cluded for graduating seniors
of Illinois Valley High
School, but it’s not for one
student, despite the fact that
he did graduate.

Steven Knoetsch, who
was a German exchange stu-
dent at IVHS this past school
year, may have graduated
with fellow 1.V. students, but
once he returns home to Ger-
many in a few days, he’ll be
starting over as a junior.

“I should have been a
junior this year, but they
stuck me in the senior class,”
he said.

“So, I have three more
years until 1 graduate,” he
continued. “I have to repeat
my junior year, then do my
senior year and then the 13th
grade, and then I will gradu-
ate when I’'m 21,” Knoetsch
said.

Knoetsch said that he
plans to attend college after
graduating and study engi-
neering, “like his father.”

His main reason for com-
ing here, he said, was to prac-
tice his English and to see
something different.

“I came here late August
of last year and been here
every since,” he said. “I’'m
excited about going home to
see my family again. ["ve had
fun here though,” Knoetsch
said.

During his school year
spent in Cave Junction, Kno-

but it was fun anyway,” he
said. “It was the first time [
ever played baseball. We
don’t have baseball in Ger-
many, and we don’t have

STEVEN KNOETSCH

football or wrestling either.
Back home, I played tennis,
badminton and some soccer,”
Knoetsch said.

“Also, here, school is a
lot easier, and the people are a
lot nicer,” he added. “Clothes
are cheaper here. The culture
is very much the same, except
for here most people believe
in God and in Germany most
people don't believe in God.
They’re mostly atheists.”

Other key differences
Knoetsch noted are the drink-
ing and driving ages.

“In Germany, the drink-
ing age is 16, and the driving
age is 17 with parents, and 18
by yourself,” explained Kno-
etsch.

Oregon business taxes ...

(Continued from page 3)

according to COST.

“While it is hard to go
any lower than 50th and
47th, the changes in these
tax breaks will push in that
direction,” said Leachman.

“Either other taxpayers
will make up for the further
declines in corporate income
tax revenue, or Oregon will

business taxes nationally
rose more quickly than state
and local taxes generally
between 2000 and 2004.
According to Leach-
man, the study neglects to
mention that corporate taxes
failed to keep up with the
rise in corporate profits.
“Between 2000 and
2004, corporate profits na-

pensive in Germany.

“We pay seven dollars a
gallon for gas, so nobody has
any trucks or Jeeps like you
see here everywhere,” he
observed. “There, everybody
has small, fast cars, because
we have freeways with no
speed limits,” Knoetsch said.

School in Germany is
much more difficult too, he
added, noting:

“After the fourth grade,
parents decide if their child
should go on to high school
which goes through the 13th
grade, or if they should just
go through the ninth grade.
People who go through the
13th grade have a better
chance of going to college
and getting a better job.

“People who quit after
the ninth grade don’t do as
well, so most parents want
their kids to go through the
13th grade. School is taken a
lot more seriously. They have
high standards and it’s much
more difficult,” said Kno-
etsch.

Knoetsch, who joked that
he was the “only spoiled
child” back home, discovered
what it was like to have a
brother while living in Cave
Junction.

consisted of Gary Rheel and
his son, Chris Roach, who
was a freshman at IVHS this
year.

“When friends ask me if
they should do it, I say defi-
nitely because it was such a
great experience,” said Kno-
etsch. “Being away from my
parents for 10 months made
me very independent,” he
concluded.

Campus
News

Maria K. Rose
Earns OSU Degree
*Maria K. Rose, a

graduate of Illinois Valley
High School, and whose
maiden name is Hare,
graduated June 12, 2005
from Oregon State Univer-
sity at Corvallis.

She earned a bachelor
of fine arts degree in applied
visual arts. Rose is the
daughter of rural Cave Junc-
tion residents Denny and
Evie Hare.

Say you saw it in the
L.V. ‘Noose’

6615 Rockydale
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So, What Is The PATTON Difference?
541476-2127
“REACH UP, STAND UP, FLY UP!”

WHAT: Kerby Union High School
2005 Reunion Potluck &
Plaque Dedication

WHEN: Saturday, July 2 at 12 Noon
Plaque Dedication at 12:30

WHERE: Kerby Union High School Park (old
school site in Kerby)

SPECIAL: There will be a special dedication of a Plaque to
students and teachers of KUHS from 1924 - 1949.
We invite all valley students and alums to join us
for this historic event. There will be 3 potluck lunch,
yard sale and fun reminiscing at the park.

ALSO: A tour of Kerbyville Museum will be available
afterward.

Time is but the stream | go a-fishing in.

- Henry David Thoreau -
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Praductions

In the SOFCU building, downtown C).

~ 0lder, restored, floor lamps

~ Custom shades by order, plus finials
~ Wide range of ceramic animals
~ Jewelry, including older rhinestone items
~ Collectibles

Mondays & Fridays, 9 - 6; Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Thursdays, 9 - 5

Saturday afternoons

592-2034

Visa - MasterCard - Lay-away
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