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State of Oregon and Jefferson State Financial Group ... 

Working Together to Cover Oregonians

If you’ve been uninsured for six

months and meet income guidelines,

this state program pays a big share

of monthly health insurance premiums.

D
on
’t w

ait for a

rain
y
d
a
y!

FHIAP
Family Health Insurance  Assistance Program

1-888-564-9669Mary Reynolds, Agent

Immediate openings!

Call: (541) 592-6262, Cell (541) 660-7342

Life is a long lesson in humility. 
 

- James M. Barrie - 

Illinois Valley Grange  
Serves breakfast on  

second and third Sundays. 

 

‘I.V. News’ last week ran an ad for a  

Saturday breakfast, which was incorrect. 

 

‘I.V. News’ apologizes to  

everyone involved. 

Congratulations  
IVHS Equestrian Team 

for winning the 

Sportsmanship Award  
for the season! 

 

Good luck  
Kaylah,  

Kelsey & 
Brent  

at state  
From... 

RECYCLE ROUND-UP ROCKS! - Several volunteers worked Saturday, May 14 at the 
I.V. Visitor Center during the five-hour Spring Recycle Round-Up. Various material 
was accepted for recycling. The event was co-sponsored by Southern Oregon Sani-
tation, I.V. Community Development Organization, Sterling Savings Bank, I.V. Cham-
ber of Commerce, and I.V. Sierra Club. 

SIGN OF TIMES - Fire Marshal Jerry Schaeffer of Illi-
nois Valley Fire District shows a sign available to 
those who have implemented fuel reduction work on 
their property. For more information phone 592-2225. 

Tax credit 
aiming for 
forest aid 

Ecotrust, a Portland-
based non-profit organiza-
tion focused on sustainable 
economic growth in the 
Northwest, has been 
awarded $50 million in fed-
eral tax credits to invest in 
sustainable forest manage-
ment projects in rural com-
munities under the New 
Markets Tax Credit 
(NMTC) Program. 

That was announced by 
U.S. Sens. Ron Wyden and 
Gordon Smith. 

“Ecotrust’s experience 
shows that ecological forest 
management can create sus-
tainable, environmentally 
sound jobs in rural, timber-
dependent communities,” 
Wyden said. 

“These tax credits will 
enable Ecotrust to develop 
long-term forest manage-
ment programs with eco-
nomic and environmental 
benefits for rural communi-
ties in Oregon and through-
out the West Coast.” 

“Tax relief can help 
organizations achieve the 
common good,” said Smith. 
“Oregonians understand the 
value of our environmental 
treasures, and the need for 
increased economic oppor-
tunity. These tax credits ser-
vice both.” 

Ecotrust will receive 
$50 million in tax credits to  
invest in businesses in the 
forest products sector. They 
must employ management 
practices that emphasize 
strong job creation for eco-
nomically marginalized ru-
ral communities and long-
term ecological restoration.  

Its investments will fo-
cus on rural communities 
suffering from long-term 
unemployment higher than 
the statewide average, such 
as Josephine County. 

According to the sena-
tors: “These investments 
will allow degraded forest 
lands with significant habitat 
value to be purchased, re-
stored, and put in long-term 
harvest rotations. Invest-
ments will be repaid through 
timber harvests, non-timber 
forest products, and a vari-
ety of ecosystem services, 
including carbon storage.  

“Restoration of de-
graded lands will also result 
in an increase in land value 
as well as an increase in the 
inventory of merchantable 
timber.” 

Reduction in 
capital gains 
tax ‘helpful’ 

Continuing to build on 
the momentum started by 
the House Revenue Com-
mittee late last month, the 
full Oregon House voted 34-
25 to pass House Bill 2332, 
which would cut the state's 
capital gains tax. 

“For the sake of the 
Oregon economy, this is the 
most important bill of the 
legislative session,” said J.L. 
Wilson, state director for the 
12,000-member Oregon arm 
of the National Federation 
of Independent Business. 

“It will eventually prove 
a great shot in the arm for 
our slow economic recov-
ery,” he said. “Only New 
York state and California 
have higher capital gains tax 
rates than we do, and that 
does not put us in great 
company.” 

Wilson called House 
Bill 2332 the first serious 
action on the capital gains 
tax since 2001. He urged the 
Oregon Senate to act with 
the same speed. 

Buy the ‘I.V. News’ 

This week’s top issues. 
*Correcting the School 

Zone Law -- Earlier this 
month, the House passed 
HB 2840 changing the law 
so that speed zone limits 
will be in effect only be-
tween 7 a.m. and 5 p.m. on 
days when classes are in 
session, or when a flashing 
light traffic control device is 
in operation. 

*Notifying Parents of 
Minors -- House Republi-
cans last week supported 
HB 2605 requiring parental 
notification before a minor 
can receive an abortion.  

In Oregon, without pa-
rental involvement, kids 
under 18 cannot get their 
ears pierced. They can’t get 
a tattoo. They can’t even go 
to a tanning bed. Notifying 
parents that their teen-age 
daughter is going to have an 
abortion is just common 
sense. 

The bill sets up an ad-
ministrative process for a 
minor to obtain an abortion 
without notice under certain 
circumstances.  

*Reducing Capital 
Gains Taxes -- Early last 
week the House passed HB 
2332, which phases in a 
capital gains income sub-
traction for Oregon for per-
sonal and corporate income 
taxes beginning in 2008.  

The bill reduces the tax 
from 9 percent to 4.5 per-
cent during a five-year pe-
riod. “House Republicans 
are committed to getting our 
economy back on track for 
all Oregonians,” said Rep. 
Wayne Scott. 

“Reducing capital gains 
taxes and making the earned 
income tax credit refundable 
will encourage Oregonians 
to put money into our state 
through investment and 
spending. That’s what we 
need to get our economy 
moving again,” he said. 

*Making Oregon’s 
Earned Income Tax Credit 
Refundable - The House last 
week passed HB 2046, 
which phases in an increase 
in the percentage of the fed-
eral earned income tax 
credit for Oregon’s earned 
income tax credit. 

It also changes Ore-
gon’s earned income tax 
credit to a refundable tax 
credit. The credit will equal 
5 percent of the federal 
earned income tax credit in 
tax year 2007, 7.5 percent of 
the federal earned income 
tax credit in 2008 and 10 
pecent of the federal earned 
income tax credit in 2009.  

“HB 2046 is not only an 
effective offensive weapon 
for combating poverty; it  
provides added incentive to 
encourage Oregonians to go 
to work,” said Rep. Amy 
Olson, bill carrier. 

*Check the status of 
bills at any time at 
w w w . l e g . s t a t e . o r . u s /
searchmeas.html 

*A Budget to Fund Our 
Schools. The House set up 
its own budget committee to 
begin the job of balancing 
the state budget. Republi-
cans released a budget that 
increases state funding for 
our schools, while also con-
tinuing to fund important 
programs like those for sen-
iors, the disabled and vital 
public safety programs that 
keep our communities safe.  

This budget funds 
schools at $5.2 billion, a 
$200 million increase from 
the governor’s recom-
mended budget, and a $25 
million increase from the 
budget Republicans released 
last month. 

When combined with 
local and federal money, 
this represents an 8 percent 
increase for K-12. Our 
budget also increases sup-
port to community colleges, 
higher education and eco-
nomic innovation. The in-
creased support for these 
programs will not hurt the 
other areas of our budget, 
because we were able to 
find cost savings by reduc-
ing supplies and other ad-
ministrative areas. 

We are committed to 
giving our schools as much 
money as we possibly can 
so our kids get a quality 
education: $5.2 billion is a 
responsible amount that ex-
ceeds what schools were 
originally expecting to re-
ceive for the next two years 

 

“Passage: History Les-
son,” a site-specific exhibit 
by artist Mike E. Walsh, 
will be displayed through 
Saturday, May 28 at the 
Rogue Community College 
Firehouse Gallery. 

The exhibit features 
symbolic images that me-
morialize HIV/AIDS vic-
tims. Walsh incorporates 
text, oak leaves, sleds, and 
photographs. 

In the gallery’s Com-
munity Exhibits Room a 
selections of AIDS aware-
ness support materials are 
displayed.  

The RCC Firehouse 
Gallery is in Historic City 
Hall, Fourth and H streets, 
Grants Pass. The gallery is 
open from 11:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. Tuesdays through 
Fridays and 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Saturdays. 

HIV/AIDS art display at RCC 

Diabetes management saves lives 
According to the Cen-

ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention, diabetes is the 
sixth-deadliest disease in the 
United States, claiming the 
lives of more than 200,000 
people each year.  

Some 90 to 95 percent 
of people with diabetes have 
type 2, also known as adult 
onset diabetes.  

“The long-term effects 
can be devastating and po-
tentially life-threatening,” 
said Dr. Fouad R. Kandeel, 
director of the City of Hope 
(Leslie & Susan Gonda 
Goldschmied) Diabetes & 
Genetic Research Center in 
Los Angeles. 

“Damage to the eyes, 
nerves, kidneys and cardio-
vascular system are just 
some of the many problems 
that can result from the dis-
ease,” he said. 

Although early detec-
tion and an awareness of the 
risk factors associated with 
type 2 diabetes can signifi-
cantly increase the chances 
of successfully preventing 
or managing the disease, a 
third of the estimated 18.2 
million Americans with dia-
betes remain undiagnosed. 
Those at highest risk for 
diabetes include: 

*People older than 45. 
*People who are over-

weight or do not exercise 
regularly. 

*Women who develop 
gestational diabetes during 
pregnancy. 

*People of African-
American, Latino, Native-
American or Asian descent. 

*Children who are over-
weight and in middle-to-late 
puberty. 

Diabetes can cause a 
multitude of serious compli-
cations, including heart dis-
ease, stroke, vision loss, 
kidney disease, skin disor-
ders, foot problems and am-
putation. 

Fortunately, following a 
few simple guidelines can 
help prevent or manage dia-
betes and lead to an overall 

healthier lifestyle, according 
to Kandell. He suggests: 

*Eat a well-balanced 
diet. 

*Exercise regularly and 
shed extra pounds. 

*Manage physical and 
mental stress factors. 

*Practice good personal 
hygiene, including oral 
health, skin care, foot care 
and eye care. 

“Watch for common 
signs of diabetes, which 
include frequent urination 
and infections, unusual thirst 
or weight loss, excessive 

hunger, fatigue, blurred vi-
sion, slow-healing cuts and 
bruises and tingling or 
numbness in the hands and 
feet,” said Kandeel. 

“People exhibiting these 
symptoms or who think they 
are at risk of developing 
diabetes should consult their 
physician,” he said. 

For more information 
about diabetes research and 
treatment at the City of 
Hope Gonda Center, phone 
(800) 826-HOPE, or visit 
w w w . c i t y o f h o p e . o r g /
diabetes 


