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A friend of mine is a retired San Diego Police Dept. officer, 
and we occasionally swap war stories (and possibly some tall 
tales) about our lives and times in San Diego County. Actually, I 
think that nearly all the experiences we share are true, but you 
know how age can affect memory. 

One of our most popular topics involves the odd, some-
times humorous occurrences involved in contacts with police 
officers, sheriff’s deputies and the like. 

One of my true life experiences happened one night on 
Hwy. 78 in San Marcos (when it was only two lanes wide in each 
direction instead of its current four). I was a reporter riding with 
the contract deputy hired as traffic officer for the then-new city 
of San Marcos. He had a brand-new police special Dodge with a 
monster engine. He had pulled over a speeder and was writing 
a citation. I was watching the oncoming westbound traffic and 
noticed a pickup truck that was weaving. Toward us. The dep-
uty spotted it too, and yelled at me to get ready to jump down 
the embankment. At the last minute, the pickup swerved away 
and continued on. I could see the driver spinning the steering 
wheel like a drunken sailor in a yacht race. 

The deputy quickly finished the ticket, leaped into the patrol 
car, in which I was already strapped by then in the shotgun 
seat, dropped the transmission into low and stepped on the 
gas. Nothing happened. Something was goofy with the police 
special carburetor. The deputy made a couple of interesting 
remarks, leaped out, popped the hood, did something, and got 
the engine started. 

Back in the car, back into low, punching that sucker, and 
we flew westbound, looking for the errant pickup truck. The 
speedometer was pinned at 130 mph; the fastest I’ve ever been 
in a car, let alone one with a big red light and wailing siren. Mile-
markers were flashing by like a picket fence. 

We finally caught the pickup near Oceanside. The deputy 
jumped out and approached the driver, who wisely stayed in-
side. To make a long story short, it turned out that the steering 
on the pickup was bockety, which was pretty obvious to us, and 
the guy told the deputy that he was sorry about nearly hitting 
us, but he was only hurrying to get home so he could fix the 
steering problem. Did he get a ticket? You figure it out. 

My friend recalls one night he was on an off-ramp near Del 
Mar when he heard the unmistakable sound of a high-powered 
car roaring southbound, probably from Los Angeles and 
headed toward Caliente in Tijuana. He dropped his paperwork, 
and got his Chevy patrol car up to 100 mph by the time he hit 
the freeway, just in time to see the tail lights of a Cadillac disap-
pearing in the distance. 

Meanwhile, a CHP unit -- one of the new, muscular Chrysler 
Corp. machines -- came whooshing alongside, gulping air into 
its carburetor system, and passed my friend, who then saw two 
sets of tail lights fading away. Eventually he caught up with the 
vehicles, as the highway patrolmen had stopped the Caddy. 

My friend was going to stop and assist, but discovered that 
the Chevy, which had a tendency for brake-fade, was not going 
to halt. So he merrily sailed past the stopped vehicles, waving 
as he went by. Later, he and the “Chippies” had a good laugh 
about what happened. I guess one could say that those are the 
breaks. Or maybe one shouldn’t. 

Next week: The speeder who had to poop; the intoxicated 
man who tried to drive away in the police car; and the U.S.  
Marine who celebrated his 18th birthday party all over the 
dashboard of a 1950 Ford. 

(Editor’s Note: Views and 

commentary, including state-

ments made as fact, are strictly 

those of the letter-writers.) 

* * * 

Typed, double-spaced let-

ters written solely to this news-

paper are considered for publi-

cation. Hand-written letters that 

are double-spaced and legible 

also can be considered. 

Cards of thanks are not 

accepted as letters. 

* * * 

About hemp and wood 
From Kalvny Evans  

Cave Junction 

This is in response to 

Fred Krauss’s letter (“I.V. 

News,” May 4),which was 

in response to William 

Schneider’s letter (“I.V. 

News, April 27). 

Schneider implied that 

he was against cutting trees 

for the use of paper products 

or lumber. Krauss replied 

that if Schneider was so 

dead set against cutting trees 

that he should “quit using 

toilet paper and burn his 

paychecks because they 

were both made of trees.”  

Although nearly all our 

paper products are made 

from wood; wood is not the 

only way paper can be 

made, and that it is in fact 

one of the most inefficient 

ways to make it. The proc-

ess is relatively new, dating 

to approximately 75 years 

ago. Before that, the num-

ber-one source for paper 

fiber was hemp. 

On average, 1 acre of 

hemp will produce as much 

paper in one year as 3 acres 

of trees can produce in 30 

years. All types of paper 

products can be produced 

from hemp. 

Hemp paper manufac-

turing can reduce waste-

water contamination. Eighty 

percent of wood is com-

prised of a compound called 

lignin, which must be re-

moved in the paper process 

with acids and bleaching, 

which is why paper compa-

nies are rated as being 

among the largest environ-

mental polluters. 

Hemp is only 35 per-

cent lignin, and its creamy 

color lends itself to environ-

mentally friendly bleaching. 

Hemp paper does not yellow 

with age when an acid-free 

process is used. Hemp paper 

more than 1,500 years old 

has been found in remark-

able condition. 

During World War II 

hemp paper was used so 

extensively, and was in such 

high demand, that the gov-

ernment produced a movie, 

“Hemp for Victory,” prais-

ing its virtues and encourag-

ing U.S. farmers to grow 

hemp for the war effort. Its 

fibers also were used for 

clothing and ropes. 

The only reason that 

hemp paper is not still used 

is that hemp (cannabis ru-

daralis) is a close cousin to 

the marijuana plant 

(cannabis sativa). 

One could smoke hemp 

until his head exploded, and 

still get higher off a choco-

late bar. However, perhaps 

due to ignorance or confu-

sion, industrial hemp was 

outlawed along with sativa, 

and paper companies found 

it easier to move on to wood 

products. 

Krauss suggested that 

Schneider burn his own 

house and live in a tent. I 

don’t recommend the tent, 

but I say go for burning the 

house and build one of brick 

or stone. 

Wood houses are by 

nature inferior structures. 

They are more difficult to 

heat; they degrade faster; 

and are susceptible to a host 

of problems including water 

damage, termites and fire. 

I am not opposed to 

cutting trees or using wood. 

But in my opinion, wood 

products best lend them-

selves to such works as mu-

sical instruments, interior 

decorations, broomsticks 

and toys; items that make 

the best use of the true char-

acter of wood. 

To me, the concept of 

using a beautiful piece of 

wood for something like a 

whole house seems as pre-

posterous as grinding it into 

pulp for a sheet of paper. 

The only reason we still 

do these ridiculous things is 

because the two sides of the 

issue have become so polar-

ized that everyone is more 

concerned with being right 

than with doing what’s best. 

 

Tax statement apology 
From John Harelson  

Josephine County treas-

urer & tax collector 

Traditionally,  the 

county tax collector has sent 

courtesy notices to those 

who elect to pay their prop-

erty tax bill in three install-

ments. 

Oregon law requires 

only that one tax statement 

be sent in October. In 2003 

we began using a trusted 

business partner of the U.S 

Postal Service (USPS) to 

print and mail first-class 

post card reminders, result-

ing in significant savings. 

In April we sent 8,625 
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DEADLINES:  
News, Classified & Display Ads, Announcements & Letters   

3 P.M. FRIDAY  
(Classified ads & uncomplicated display ads can be  

accepted until Noon, Monday with an additional charge.)  
POLICY ON LETTERS: ‘Illinois Valley News’ welcomes letters to the editor provided 
they are of general interest, in good taste, legible and not libelous. All letters must be 
signed, using complete name, and contain the writer’s address and telephone number. 
The latter need not be published, but will be used to verify authenticity. The ‘News’ 
reserves the right to edit letters. Generally, one letter per person per month at publish-
ers’ discretion. Letters are used at the discretion of the publishers. Unpublished letters 
are neither acknowledged nor returned. A prepaid charge may be levied if a letter is 
inordinately long in the publishers’ opinion. 
POLICY ON “HERE, THERE & EVERYWHERE,” DISPLAY & CLASSIFIED ADS & 
NOTICES: All submissions must be hand delivered, faxed or e-mailed to us for publica-
tion. Submissions must be resubmitted weekly if the item is to run more than one week. 

 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
One year in Josephine County - $20.80  

One year in Jackson and Douglas counties - $24.40 
One year in all other Oregon counties and out-of-state - $28 

 

POSTMASTER: Please send address changes to  
P.O. Box 1370, Cave Junction, OR 97523 

Introducing Frontier Connections. 

Telephone,Television & Internet.

Residential customers only. Frontier High-Speed service is subject to availability. One-year term commitment is required. If any Frontier service is canceled, customers will be charged a
cancellation fee up to $180. Applicable taxes and surcharges apply. Other restrictions may apply. Pay a $49.99 Activation Fee for DISH Network and receive a $49.99 credit on your first
bill. Requires Social Security Number, valid major credit card and qualifying programming purchase. Participation is subject to credit approval. If qualifying service is terminated or
downgraded, equipment must be returned to DISH Network. Limit of 4 tuners per account. Monthly package price includes $5.00 equipment rental fee for first receiver and assumes
Standard Professional Installation of one receiver. Monthly $5.00 equipment rental fee applies for each receiver beyond the first. A $4.99 per month additional outlet programming access
fee will be charged for each dual-tuner receiver. This fee will be waived monthly for each such receiver that is continuously connected to Customer’s phone line each month. The DISH
Network portion of this offer ends 7/31/05 and is available in the continental United States. Must be a new, first-time DISH Network residential customer. All prices, packages and
programming subject to change without notice. Local and state sales taxes may apply. Where applicable, equipment rental fees and programming are taxed separately. All DISH Network
programming, and any other services that are provided, are subject to the terms and conditions of the promotional agreement and Residential Customer Agreement, available at
www.dishnetwork.com or upon request. Local Channels packages by satellite are only available to customers who reside in the specified local Designated Market Area (DMA). Certain local
channels may require an additional dish antenna or SuperDISH antenna from DISH Network, installed free of any charges with subscription to local channels at the time of initial installation.
Significant restrictions apply to DISH Network hardware and programming availability, and for all offers. Social Security Numbers are used to obtain credit scores and will not be released
to third parties except for verification and collection purposes only or if required by governmental authorities.
*J.D. Power and Associates 2004 Syndicated Residential Satellite/Cable TV Customer Satisfaction Study.SM Study based on 8,668 satellite/cable TV subscriber responses. www.jdpower.com.
© 2005 Citizens Communications Company. DISH Network is a registered trademark of EchoStar Satellite L.L.C. All rights reserved.

They’re all really different, 
but you can tell they’re 
from the same family.

FrontierOnline.com

For a limited time, get FREE Standard
Professional Installation for up to four TVs.

Call 866-900-TV4U (8848) today.

NEW! FRONTIER NOW OFFERS

SatelliteTV
WITH LOCAL CHANNELS

STARTING AT ONLY

DISH Network ranked “#1 in Customer Satisfaction 

Among Cable/Satellite TV Subscribers” 

by J.D. Power and Associates*

$9999
PER MO.

Ask about our other TWO packages.

Now the family has gotten larger! For one 

low price, you get Telephone, Television, and

Internet in one package, on one convenient bill.

Here’s what you’ll get:

• Frontier High-Speed Internet

• Local Service plus Calling Features

• America’s Top 60 programming package 

from DISH Network—over 60 channels 

100% digitally delivered to your home 

SPRING HAS SPRUNG! 
 

It’s time to clean up around the house 
and get your garden going! 

 

*Dump Trips *Property Maintenance  
 

Burning regulations have changed 
 

LET ME TAKE CARE OF THESE JOBS FOR YOU 
 

40 HP tractor with 6’ brush hog and tiller 
6’ scaper box and 9” post hole auger 

 

Phone for appointments and estimates 

 

Inflation-proof American Silver Liberty Dollars are Here 
The second most popular private currency in the US with $10 million 
in circulation. 
 

Ask for your $10 Silver Liberty Dollar in change from:  
Carlos’ Mexican Restaurante  
Pietro’s Italian Restaurant  
Changes-Art and Energy  
Good Neighbor Fencing  
Many Phacits  
Berger Master Sportswear 
Debt Elimination by Heart  
More merchants coming soon. Golden Dragon Gate Chinese  
Restaurant has American Liberty Dollars for sale. 
 

Allen Aslan Heart 
Liberty Dollar of S.W. Oregon 
Phone 592-6652 

 

    Call or email us and 
        come for a visit. 

  Joyce & Harry Abrams 
  592-6078 

llamuz@forestedgefarm.com 

Shearing season is coming up. 

Let us know if you’re  

interested in carded fiber for 

handspinning 

Jannalee helps Nina shape 
her new felted llama wool hat. 
Nina made it  for her mom  for 

Mother’s Day.  

notices for the payment due 

May 16, using Postedigital, 

a USPS trusted business 

partner. Processing errors 

occurred at Postedigital, and 

taxpayers received incorrect 

information. At our request, 

the company sent corrected 

notices during the week of 

April 28 at no cost to us. 

This second mailing 

was processed, printed and 

mailed correctly. Trouble 

was that the processing cen-

ter reprinted and mailed the 

notices three times. Taxpay-

ers ended up receiving four 

notices; one probably incor-

rect, and three correct. 

The good news is that 

every taxpayer received am-

ple notice of tax due at no 

extra cost to citizens. The 

bad news is that 8,625 tax-

payers received confusing 

information and had to sort 

out the mix-up. 

I apologize to the tax-

payers who suffered through 

this mess. I assure everyone 

that we will do everything 

possible to ensure that this 

doesn’t happen again. Our 

next post card reminder no-

tices will be sent in January 

2006, giving us time to in-

stall processing safeguards. 

I also have apologized 

to USPS and its employees 

for  suggesting that  

Postedigital is a branch of 

the postal service. 


