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Water Forum at IVHS 
irrigates public mind 

By CHRISTINA HILL 

Correspondent 

On Thursday night, 

April 21, weeks of hard 

work from students flowed 

into the public eye with their 

final presentation: the Illi-

nois Valley High School 

Water Forum. 

The three-hour pro-

gram, including an hour-

long panel presentation, was 

directed by teacher Gary 

Enoch and students in his 

Advanced Placement Com-

position Class. 

Enoch’s class spent 

weeks researching informa-

tion, developing eye-

catching projects and con-

structing the forum which 

presented the public intrigu-

ing information on almost 

every aspect of water, rang-

ing from clean drinking wa-

ter to drought. 

The topic of the forum, 

held in the cafetorium, was 

outlined through displays of 

students’ work. They varied 

from poster boards and po-

etry, to artwork and photo-

graphs, to documentaries --

all related to water. 

The first hour was spent 

viewing the work. The sec-

ond hour was a closed de-

bate by guest speakers. 

Speakers were John 

Firth and Dwight Fickes, 

foresters from Rough & 

Ready Lumber Co.; Ivan 

Gall, a natural resources 

hydrologist; Jim Hutchins, a 

fish and wildlife biologist; 

Mike Bollwig, a specialist 

with the city of Cave Junc-

tion waste-water treatment 

plant; Susan Chapp from the 

Forestry Action Committee; 

and Gordon Lyford, a water 

rights specialist. 

Firth jump-started the 

water forum by explaining 

part of his job as a forester. 

“We have a sustained 

yield management plan,” he 

said. “We cut four million 

board feet a year, but we 

also plant, grow and harvest 

new trees.  

“We provide wildlife 

with a habitat, as well as the 

public with timber prod-

ucts,” Firth said. 

Others also shared their 

job duties. 

“Part of my job,” said 

Lyford, “is to focus on the 

restoration of riparian eco-

systems and irrigation effi-

ciencies. When water is 

over-allocated, we see the 

effects during drought.  

“We’re trying to learn 

and teach new and more 

effective techniques. In 

China, they’ve successfully 

irrigated for 5,000 years, 

and in the United States, 

we’ve only been irrigating 

for about 150 years, and it’s 

not nearly as effective,” said 

Lyford, who works with the 

Provolt and Sprague Seed 

orchards. 

“This area has had the 

wettest winter in all of Ore-

gon, yet we’re still about 70 

percent of normal,” Lyford 

added. “Improving irrigating 

efficiency will lower the 

lack of water. Water is 

cheaper than manure, so 

people think that water’s too 

expensive and they can’t 

afford to improve their sys-

tem, but you can’t drink 

manure.” 

Gall spoke about geo-

logical features of water. 

“This area is geologi-

cally special,” he said. 

“There’s a deep alluvial aq-

uifer which may allow for 

further development in the 

future. But, the low perme-

ability of soil and rocks 

makes well-drilling difficult 

for most,” Gall explained. 

Chapp added, “When 

you engage everyone in the 

issue, the better the solution 

you come up with. Ecosys-

tem balance comes from the 

bottom up.” 

In his closing state-

ments, Gall noted the big 

issues that Illinois Valley 

may face with water in the 

years to come. 

“Oregon and Washing-

ton are facing some of the 

greatest population increases 

by the year 2025 or 2030,” 

Gall said. “Demand for wa-

ter is going to continue to 

increase, and development 

will affect the amount of 

surface water available. 

“Domestic wells use 

ground water that would 

eventually surface as surface 

water,” Gall explained. 

Lyford added that popu-

lation growth will have an 

effect on water as well as 

soil. “Soil management is 

another important aspect of 

water quality,” he said.  

“When the ground is 

stripped of nutrients and 

overused, water runs straight 

into streams,” Lyford said.  

The final hour of the 

forum was an open discus-

sion. Curious forum-goers 

asked questions and en-

gaged in discussion with the 

guest speakers. 

I.V.’s former smokejumper still putting out fires 

GARY THORNHILL 

By CHRISTINA HILL 

Correspondent 

Educational roots run 

deep for Gary Thornhill, the 

vice principal and athletic 

director at Illinois Valley 

High School (IVHS). 

Thornhill, who gradu-

ated from IVHS in 1967, 

followed in the footsteps of 

his father, Wayne Thornhill.  

Before he retired, the 

elder Thornhill taught math, 

driver education and indus-

trial arts, and coached for 32 

years at the high school. 

“My dad taught a lot of 

the parents of the students I 

see now,” Thornhill said. 

“It’s pretty interesting.” 

Thornhill’s family 

moved to Illinois Valley 

while he was in the second 

grade. 

“My father took a 

teaching job at the high 

school, so we moved here 

from Oklahoma, he said. 

“After Evergreen Elemen-

tary School, I went to the 

middle school in Kerby, 

which had grades five 

through eight. Then I went 

on to the high school, which 

was then at Lorna Byrne 

Middle School,” Thornhill 

explained. 

After graduating IVHS, 

Thornhill didn’t jump right 

into education. Instead, he 

jumped right into fire.  

“I worked for the forest 

service,” he said, “and I was 

a smoke jumper at the Siski-

you Smoke Jumper Base (at 

Illinois Valley Airport) from 

1969 until 1980. It was 

really interesting work. 

We’d jump out of airplanes 

and parachute to forest fires 

and extinguish them,” 

Thornhill said. 

Most of his work was 

based in the Kalmiopsis 

Wilderness, and he said that 

most of the fires were small 

and caused by lightning. 

“There weren’t a lot of 

roads in the ‘60s and ‘70s, 

so we'd have to parachute 

in, extinguish the fire and 

then hike to the nearest road, 

which could sometimes take 

quite a while,” Thornhill 

recalled. 

After dancing with 

flames, Thornhill began his 

teaching career in 1984, 

when he started teaching at 

Fleming Middle School in 

Grants Pass.  

In 1989, he moved back 

to Illinois Valley and began 

teaching physical education, 

and coached football and 

track until 1996 when he 

became the new dean of 

students. In 1997, he was 

promoted to his current po-

sition as vice principal and 

athletic director. 

 “As vice principal, 90 

percent of my work is deal-

ing with discipline,” he said. 

“The discipline runs any-

where from talking, to ex-

pulsion,” Thornhill said. 

“Teachers usually write 

discipline referrals and they 

usually end up on my desk,” 

he said, “so I have to call the 

student in and talk to them. 

If that doesn’t work, then we 

go to the next disciplinary 

step.” 

When he’s not busy 

disciplining students, Thorn-

hill is “dealing with all of 

the things that go along with 

being an athletic director, 

whether it’s schedules, 

games or the Oregon State 

Athletic Association.” 

“If I had to define my 

daily job, it would be like 

I’m still a firefighter and I’m 

running around putting out 

different fires (problems) 

that students, teachers and 

parents create,” Thornhill 

said with a laugh. 

Outside of school, 

Thornhill is still able to 

reminisce with his high 

school sweetheart and wife 

of 36 years, Kathy. 

“We have one son, 

Scott Thornhill, who’s the 

local director of the Boys 

and Girls Club; and I have 

one grandson, Rylan, who’s 

3 1/2,” Thornhill concluded. 

Illinois Valley Fire District notes that the valley is setting a precedent in education and work on the ground to 
meet the goal of living with fire. A volunteer Fire Safe Council is looking for more members to aid the process. 

Phone De Spellman at 592-2225 for more information. 


