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Even when not riding
her horse, Vikki Miller is a
mover and a shaker.

For although she’s only
in her third week as newly
hired executive director of
Illinois Valley Family Coa-
lition (IVFC), she’s already
working at a gallop and
making tracks to improve
services and programs, in-
cluding obtaining grants.

She was one of 17 ap-
plicants for the IVFC post,
and one of two finalists.

“I’'m very much looking
forward to working with a
wonderful group of folks,
the board of directors and
the super staff,” said the
new resident of rural Cave
Junction.

Although she most re-
cently lived 6 1/2 years in
the small town (126 resi-
dents) of Valley Ford be-
tween Sebastopol and Bo-
dega Bay in California’s
Sonoma County, Miller is
no newcomer to Illinois
Valley. She’s visited many
times because of family
here; the reason for her relo-
cation. Plus, she has “a won-
derful boyfriend,” Bruce
Lawson.

Besides enjoying family
and friends, Miller feels a
definite orientation toward
helping those with special
needs in society.

She grew up in Morro
Bay, Calif. After moving to
San Diego, she earned, with
honors, bachelor’s and mas-
ter’s degrees in sociology.
Her emphasis in her under-
graduate degree was deviant
behavior; and in her gradu-
ate degree, immigration and
child abuse.

She also completed a
graduate-level program with
Western School of Law in
conjunction with San Diego
State University and Chil-
dren’s Hospital of San
Diego. It focused on the
legal, medical and psycho-
logical components of child

lllinois Valley News, Cave Junction, OR Wednesday, March 30, 2005

IVFC’s Vikki Mlller hlts the ground runnlng hard

Vikki Miller

abuse.

Miller’s internship was
with the San Diego District
Attorney’s Office.

“The program really
opened my eyes to the
prevalence of the problem
of child abuse in this coun-
try,” she said.

She speaks fluent Span-
ish, and her master’s thesis
was titled, “The Experience
of the Undocumented Mexi-
can in the United States.”
Regarding what she went
through to gather data for
the thesis, she said, “It is
such a controversial subject,
and there are definitely as-
pects of this issue that many
people don’t consider, in-
cluding the real impact on
our economy.”

She taught 10 years
with San Diego Unified
School District in the Spe-
cial Education Dept., work-
ing in a variety of programs
with special-needs children
including the medically in-
digent, emotionally chal-
lenged, learning handi-
capped, and delinquents.

While living in Valley

Ford, Miller ran a human
resource agency four years,
and taught at a high school
for a year. During her last
two years in California, the
multitalented horseman and
administrator helped found
and operate a biodiesel co-
operative, now open 24
hours a day, at New College
of California in Santa Rosa.
She has a background in
management, with some
grant-writing experience.
Besides working,
Miller, who has 35 years
equestrian  history, thor-
oughly enjoys riding her
horse, “Chico de Ore,” and
dealing with her new Nu-
bian goat, “Primavera Clo-
ver.” She also likes to go on
Nature walks, “and
‘Primavera’ usually tags
along, walking right beside
without a leash, like a dog.”
Concerning her work,
she notes, “I’ve been in so-
cial services all my life, pri-
marily dealing with chil-
dren, but with adults too.
Special needs are my forte,
and I feel a special kinship
with those needing assis-

Dimensional printed montages at RCC gallery

“Brecciated Time,” a
collection of prints by Idaho
artist Candace Nicol, will be
displayed through April 30
at the Rogue Community
College Fire House Gallery.

The exhibit features
dimensional printed mon-
tages created from col-
lagraph prints, solar plates
and four-color polyester
lithographs.

The multilayered prints,
“which explore the com-

plexities of thought and
memory,” have been widely
exhibited. Nicol is complet-
ing work on a master of fine
arts degree at Boise State
University.

A geological term,
“brecciated” refers to vari-
ous pieces of rock held to-
gether by a binding medium.
Nicol’s work compares the
construction of personal
identity to a similar process.

The artist will offer a

two-part workshop involv-
ing gel plate techniques
from 7 to 9 p.m. Thursday
and Friday, April 14-15
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. There
is a fee.

The RCC Fire House
Gallery is in Historic City
Hall, Fourth and H streets,
Grants Pass. The gallery is
open from 11:30 am. to
4:30 p.m. Tuesdays through
Fridays, and 10 am. to 1
p.m. Saturdays.

tance.

“l enjoy helping and
dealing with those sorts of
issues. Making a positive
difference is what I'm
about; it’s what I want; and
I’'m delighted to have this
opportunity here.”

Miller said that she sees
a definite need for services
in [llinois Valley. “I want to
improve the existing pro-
grams, expand what is of-
fered, and go after grants to
facilitate that,” she said.

“Of particular concern,”
she said, “are issues sur-
rounding education. One
example is that LV. high
school and middle school
alternative  students  cur-
rently are housed at the coa-
lition, meeting in the same
large room.”

She’s also working on
producing a quarterly news-
letter, “Community Connec-
tions, News and Views.”
The newsletter, she added,
“will have something for all
of the local residents and
will be out soon.”

Some of the programs
housed at the IVFC Bldg. on
E. River Street are:

Early Intervention,
Family Friends, LV. Safe
House Alliance, Three Riv-
ers School District Alterna-
tive Education Center, Work
Source Employment, LV.
Community & Human Ser-
vices, Senior & Disability
Services, Job Council, Rural
Advocacy Program, and
Vietnam Veterans of Amer-
ica Chapter 867.

“There’s an immense
challenge here,” said Miller,
but I'm up for it, and I'm
pleased to be here.”

Miller replaces Kath-
leen Doyle, who left to take
the job of development di-
rector with Grants Pass
Family YMCA.
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HORSES! @
Saturday, April 9*

at the Jo. Co. Fairgrounds
¢ Local Vendors
* Free Clinics © Silent Auction
* Stallion Parade * Packing Clinic
* And More

Demonstrations
Draft Horses, Clicker Training,
Horse Dancing,
Equestrian Team Drills and more

Gates Open...........ccceecrrsvend 8:30am

/ Sponsored by the
(@]ini SRS taT; e ————— 9am

Jo. Co. Equestrian
Coalition.

For more info. & a

complete schedule of

events, please call

Stallion Parade...........
Farrier Contest

476-3676,0r look us ~ Grand Entry.......
up at www.jcec.org.  Gates Close........covvrmmmrrerssinns

Discover what’s happening.
Subscribe to ‘lllinois Valley News.’
See page 16 for a special deal.

GEM & MINERAL
SHOW

1 Roxy Ann Gem & Mineral Society Golden fl 1
l Anniversary Show V/ '
] \ / 1
| 50 Years of Rocks & Gems |

Saturday : April2: 9 AM-5:30 PM

Sunday

*

: April 3

:10 AM-4:30 PM
FAMILY FUN
Exhibits - Demonstrations - Lectures
Door Prizes - Silent Auction - Raffles
KID’S STUFF FOOD DEALERS

Carving * Wheel of Fortune Gems * Jewelry * Gifts
Free Rock & Gem Identification Fossils * Minerals

Adults $3.00
VELOTE WY DTS Weekend Pass $1.00 Additional
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Children under 12 FREE

Proceeds provide scholarships at SOU and Crater High School
and help maintain The Crater Rock Museum

DISCOUNT COUPON |
50¢ off Adult Admission (> |
1

One Admission Only

! _www.craterrock.com v

Oregon Caves Chateau
Cascade Fire Equipment

The
Illinois Valley

Fire District
would like to thank the
following businesses for
their generous donations to
this yvear’s awards banquet.
Thank you for helping to
make this event
a success.

Northwest Hairlines
River Valley Restaurant

BB'’s Jewelry & Gems
Wild River Brewing

& Pizza Co.
Bounty Hunter Ranch
Tropical Tans
Evergreen Federal Bank
Carlos Restaurante
Nacho Mama’s
Woody
Jett Sett Hair Salon
Cascade Auto Repair
King’s Chinese Cuisine
Bi-Rite Auto Parts
Oregon Caves Chevron

Dragon Gate Restaurant
True Value

Book Exchange

CdJ Video Mart/Radio Shack
Perfect Pizza Plus

Sterling Savings Bank
Select Market, C.J. & Selma
Dairy Queen

April’s Aroma Home

‘Illinois Valley News’

Earth Friendly Kids
Stevereno’s Family Restaurant
dJunction Inn

Pharmacy Express

1500 Anytime Minutes

Pizza Pit Valley Farm & Garden

for $49.95 a mon‘th Shop Smart Food Warehouse  Original Cut Company
Giant Burger Shear Madness

* Unlimited CALL ME Minutes Darn Near Everything Dave’s Outdoor Power

* Unlimited Mobile-to-Mobile Minutes Z Coffee Equipment

* FREE Kyocera® color screen flip phone Precision Glass Kauffman Wood Products
It’s A Burl 1.V. Visitor Center

Ask about Unlimited Nights & Weekends

starting at 7p.m. Hometowne Interiors

Pietro’s Italian Restaurant

Home Valley Bank
L.V. Golf Course

FREE

Kyocera® SoHo

7/\.? US.Cellular

color screen phone Barlow Rock Yanase Jewelers
¢ ) AUTHORIZED AGENT . .
Lube-N-Shine demarc Juggling
Holiday Motel Cut Time
Put our network to the test Fi Ay . Titl CJ A El .
with our 30-Day Guarantee. irst American litle uto Electric
Illinois Valley Transmission Kar Kare
C.J. Video Mart &~-Radio Shack S - .
Py - elma Video Boarding House Reach
145 N. Redwood Hwy., Cave Junction 592-2233 g
Mon. - Thurs. 9 a.m. to 9 pam. Fri. 9 a.m. - 10 pam., Sat. 10 a.m. to 10 pn. Sum. 11 a.m. - 8:30 pm. Fred Meyer Restaurant
Promotional Rate Pl ilable t i i the last t ths of tract, and cust the last i ths of a f tract. Offer valid with a f 1t on local pl 7 7
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and all day Saturday and Sunday. Night and weekend minutes are avalable in local calling area only for $4.95/mo. Local calling area differs from regional calling area. See map and rate sheet for details. 30 Day Guarantee: Customer
is responsible for any charges incurred prior to return. Promotional Phone is subject to change. $30 mail-n rebate required. Allow 10-12 wegks for rebate processing. Roaming charges, fees, surcharges, overage charges, and taxes
apply. 96¢ Federal and Other Regulatory Feg charge apples. This is not a tax or government required charge. Local network coverage and reliabilty may vary. Usage rounded up to the next full minute. Use of service consfitutes
acceptance of our terms and conditions. Other restrictions apply. See store for details. Limited time offer, ©2005 U.S. Cellular

Market of Choice Bridgeview Vineyards




