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|/ Bob's Corner

A four-legged hobo began showing up on our back deck
one day, and we felt pity for him. After awhile we named him
“One-Eye” because, well ... one of his pretty green eyes was
missing. It didn’t look as though it had been done surgically.

At first we thought that this seemingly wayward adult
might have a home and was just taking advantage of our hos-
pitality. Apparently we have signs stuck to our backs that
read, “Sucker.” But after asking around the neighborhood it
became apparent that el gato was among the homeless.

“One-Eye” looked scruffy, but feisty, leading us to con-
clude that this tomcat was not afraid of a fight.

His black coat sometimes was matted, and he had a few
obvious battle scars. Our hairy adoptee didn’t always come
around each day. But most mornings this broad-headed stray
critter, with a sometimes baleful look, would be relaxing out-
side our dining room French doors waiting for us to fill a dish
(his dish) with cat food. Of course, we obeyed.

It took awhile, but eventually he allowed us to gently pet
his head. One day we graduated to his back. He seemed to
enjoy the attention, but only for so long. At his feline discre-
tion he’d saunter away and hide under the deck. But he’d re-
turn for more food, and petting on his terms, often more than
once daily.

He used our deck more than we did, and especially liked
lounging on Jan’s chaise lounge and soaking up sunrays.
What a life. Free food, nice bed. Accommodating humans.
Jan tried to get him to come in the house numerous times, and
he’d go as far as the stoop, but no farther.

Maybe he was concerned about our somewhat abnormal
indoor cats, the famous mom-and-son attack team of “Maui”
and “Bubba.” Don’t really know why he wouldn’t take the
last step. He just didn’t. So they never had contact except
through glass.

Time came that “we” (Jan) decided “One-Eye” should be
neutered and get the proper inoculations, especially if he was
going to be our Official Outdoor Cat. So we managed, with a
bit of conditioning, to get him inside a pet carrier after first
putting his food in it for several days. Then we had only to
close the door, and head for our veterinarian, Dr. Dan
Fiske & Co.

“One-Eye” wasn’t real happy about his vet visit, but he
was docile enough. I got to hold him and scratch his ears dur-
ing the preliminary exam. He especially enjoyed my giving
his ears a good scratching. We made an appointment to pick
him up later that day after his surgery.

Awhile later we got a phone call from the vet’s office. A
blood test had determined that “One-Eye” was afflicted with
feline immunodeficiency virus (FIV), also known as “cat
AIDS.” There is no cure, and the disease is extremely conta-
gious through blood and saliva transfers. Like in male cats
that fight a lot. Like “One-Eye.”

FIV-infected kitties often will suffer from anemia, sei-
zures, and gum and mouth infections. It’s not transferable to
human beans. Now what? Should we keep him and hope he
doesn’t infect others, meanwhile hoping that he won’t die a
lingering painful death.

In conscience, can’t do that. Jan and I spoke briefly and
tearfully on the telephone. “One-Eye” already was anesthe-
tized; a decision had to be made. We decided on euthanasia,
the Big Sleep. It was not easy to speak the words, but we did.

Now our backdoor visitor is in kitty heaven. And even
now, nearly two weeks later, we still get a bit teary when we
think of good ol’ “One-Eye,” who had become a cautious
friend. He just wanted a home, some food and TLC, like the
rest of us.

But somewhere along the line, whoever had his mom
neglected to spay her. So another feline offspring was on his
own, and had to die because some human was too lazy to take
responsibility to do the right thing. Makes me angry. And we
miss him. Wish I could scratch his ears again.

Cats are intended to teach us that not
everything in Nature has a function.

- Unknown -
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(Editor’s Note: Views and
commentary, including state-
ments made as fact, are strictly

those of the letter-writers.)
% % %

Typed, double-spaced let-
ters written solely to this news-
paper are considered for publi-
cation. Hand-written letters that
are double-spaced and legible
also can be considered.

Cards of thanks are not

accepted as letters.
%%k

On Social Security
From Peter DeFazio
Member of Congress

(Editor’s Note: The fol-
lowing is part of a letter sent
by Rep. Peter DeFazio in
response to a letter from
Cave Junction resident Edna
Gibson, submitted for this
column.)

Thanks for your mes-
sage in opposition to Presi-
dent Bush’s plans to privat-
ize Social Security. We are
in complete agreement. I
have long been opposed to
undermining Social Security
via privatization.

Although critics of So-
cial Security claim the pro-
gram is going “bankrupt”
and is in “crisis,” the report
from the Social Security
trustees proves otherwise.

Demographic changes
(a growing number of retir-
ees, fewer workers, and
longer life-expectancy) cre-
ate manageable challenges
for Social Security. How-
ever, the program is funda-
mentally sound and can re-
main so for the next 75
years and beyond with rela-
tively minor changes.

Currently, Social Secu-
rity is collecting more in
payroll taxes than is needed
to fund benefits for today’s
recipients (70-cents of every
dollar in payroll taxes col-
lected is paid out immedi-
ately to current beneficiar-

ies). These excess payroll
taxes are credited to the So-
cial Security Trust Fund and
then invested in government
bonds that pay interest to the
Trust Fund. It already has
assets of more than $1 tril-
lion, which will grow to
around $6.6 trillion by 2027.

The bottom line is that
even using conservative
economic and demographic
assumptions; payroll taxes,
in combination with the
Trust Fund, are sufficient to
pay 100 percent of promised
benefits through at least
2042, nearly four decades
from now.

Even after 2042, Social
Security will never be
“bankrupt” in the sense that
it couldn’t pay any benefits
whatsoever. Because future
workers will still be paying
into the program after 2042,
even without any changes
whatsoever, Social Security
will still be able to pay 75
percent of promised benefits
after 2042.

Despite contrary rheto-
ric, by siphoning money
from the current program to
fund private accounts, the
president’s plan to privatize
Social ~Security actually
makes the projected finan-
cial challenge facing the
program worse, not better.

Political affiliation
From Richard Strohl
Cave Junction

William Reed’s argu-
ments (“Illinois  Valley
News,” March 2) regarding
Catherine Austin’s letter is
off base and demands a re-
sponse.

Apparently, Reed has
fallen into a tragic mindset
that places political affilia-
tion above common sense.

Sunshine Week campaign
counters fed FOIA hostility

In the interests of free
and open access to public
records, this week has been
declared Sunshine Week
by organizations including
the Oregon Newspaper
Publishers Association.

“Never has the free-
dom of information (FOI)
been under greater siege,”
said Peter Bhatia, execu-
tive editor of the Portland
“Oregonian,” and former
president of the American
Society of Newspaper Edi-
tors.

“The open hostility to
FOI flows from Washing-
ton and the Dept. of Jus-
tice,” said Bhatia. “The
actions in our nation’s
capital are mimicked more
and more on state and local
levels.

“It is our fundamental
responsibility as journalists
to be agents for the public
on these matters and to
fight every day to keep
access open and informa-
tion flowing.

“It has never been
more necessary than it is
today,” he concluded.

In a poll conducted by
Ipsos-Public  Affairs for
Sunshine Week, it was
found that seven out of 10
people are concerned about
government secrecy.

The poll found that
more than half of Ameri-
cans believe that govern-
ment should provide more
access to its records.

Seven percent are ei-
ther “somewhat con-
cerned” or “very con-
cerned” about government
secrecy. Nearly as many
felt that access to public
records is “‘crucial” to
good government.

The results come amid
growing debate about
openness at all levels of
government since 9/11.

Advocates of open govern-
ment say that the govern-
ment has become more
secretive at the price of a
healthy democracy, while
government defenders say
the times demand that na-
tional security weigh a lit-
tle more heavily in the bal-

ance between openness
and privacy.
The poll surveyed

more than 1,000 adults
early this month, and has a
margin of sampling error
of plus or minus 3.1 per-
centage points.

Letters to the Editor

One would have to be
blind not to notice all the
flags since 9/11; the blatant,
yet secretive human abuses
that have occurred recently,
including Guantanamo, Abu
Guraub, Afghanistan and
throughout Iraq. And to an-
nounce that women’s rights
have not been attacked is
laughable when this admini-
stration has consistently cut
and withdrawn aid for birth
control and sex education.

The women’s right to
choose has been under at-
tack since 2000. Six major
corporations control 90 per-
cent of all mass media and
now broadcast more opinion
than fact. “Homeland,” an
expression proudly used by

1930s Germany, is another
blatantly obvious emotional
term to used to inspire a
patriotic theme.

If Reed really thinks
that we are living in the
good ol’ U.S. of A., he is not
keeping his eye on reality.

When our country
spends close to $500 billion
annually, more on defense
than the rest of the world
combined, and now wants to
abort Social Security for its
own citizens in favor of pri-
vatization, something is
wrong. Individuals, not the
federal income tax, pay for
Social Security and Medi-
care.

(Continued on page 3)
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Help us preserve the
memories and history of

Cave Junction’s historic

Smokejumper
¢ Base

If you have photos and
stories you would like to
share, please contact
Roger Brandt 592-4316
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GIFT GALLERY * COFFEE SHOP ® DINING ROOM ¢ LODGING

An authorized concessionaire of the National Park Service

Seeking Local Artists

Our mission is to provide world-class hospitality to our
guests while encouraging local production.

Artist Jury

The Oregon Caves Outfitters is seeking appropriate, local
art for consignment sales in the Gift Gallery at the Cha-
teau at Oregon Caves. Works from Illinois Valley artists
will be selected via four-person jury.

Jury forms available at the IVCDO office.
Call 592-4440 for more information.

Bring samples or photos for review to
The County Building, 102 S. Redwood Highway

Saturday, March 19, 2005
Drop off: 9 a.m. to 10 a.m.
Pick-up: 12 p.m. to 1 p.m.

1500 Anytime Minutes
for $49.95 a month

* Unlimited CALL ME Minutes
* Unlimited Mobile-to-Mobile Minutes
* FREE Kyocera® color screen flip phone

Ask about Unlimited Nights & Weekends

Kyocera* SoHo
color screen phone

(after *30 mail-in rebate)

starting at 7p.m.
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AUTHORIZED AGENT

Put our network to the test
with our 30-Day Guarantee.

C.J. Video Mart &~Radio Shack
145 N. Redwood Hwy., Cave Junction 592-2233

Moa. - Thurs. 9 a.m. t0 9 p.m. Fri. § a.m. - 10 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Sun. 11 a.m. - $:130 p.m.

Promotional Rate Plans available to new customers, customers in the last two months of a one-year contract, and customers in the last four months of a two-year contract. Offer valid with a two-year service agreement on local plans
of $49.95. Not available with other promotions. All service agreements subject to early termination fee. Credit approval required. $30 activation fee. $15 equipment change fee. Unlimited CALL ME Minutes are not deducted from
package minutes and are only available when receiving calls in your local calling area. Local calling area differs from regional calling area. See map and rate sheet for details. Mobile-to-Mobile rate applies to calls you make or receive
in your Mobile-to-Mabile Calling Area (see brochure for details). Roaming indicator or your phong must be off for Mobile-to-Mobile rates to apply. Unlimited Night and Weekend Minutes valid Monday through Friday 7p.m. to 6:5%.m.
and all day Saturday and Sunday. Night and weekend minutes are available in local calling area only for $4.95/mo. Local calling area differs from regional calling area. See map and rate sheet for details. 30 Day Guarantee: Customer
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