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ASPIRE aids IVHS pupils with career directions

By CHRISTINA HILL
Correspondent
The “Colonel” is back
at Illinois Valley High

School (IVHS).
After teaching and serv-
ing as program manager of

ogy schools, tax preparation
schools, real estate schools,
vocation schools or a com-
munity college.

“It doesn’t have to be
just college or a university,
although we do support stu-

ing on track.

Another part of his job
is to recruit adult volunteers
to fill the need for mentors.

“My salary is actually
funded by Americorps,
which is the domestic

will move on to another
school that doesn’t have the
program going strong yet.”
Crews added that this
program is nothing new to
the school, either.
“This program was
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done when we had far more
staff and more teachers and
counselors were available to
help students in this area,
but now teachers are
stretched thin,” he said. “It’s
not a new program; it’s just
under different auspices,”
Crews said.

According to Crews,
ASPIRE is supported by
many foundations, including
the Oregon Student Assis-
tance Program. Addition-
ally, The Oregon Commu-
nity Foundation has its own
education committee and
provides funds to ASPIRE.

“Also, the Ford Family
of the Ford Forest Products
in Roseburg is a foundation oSS
that has for many years been ) T
involved in many rural en- u“gqxs :.',
deavors,” Crews said. “They N\
really do emphasize help to " ols A
rural communities over the
state, especially rural South-
ern Oregon. And, the Ore-
gon Dept. of Human Ser-
vices gears up to help,”
Crews said. J
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Alan Crews (the older guy wearing a tie at right) heads the ASPIRE program. With
him are several student participants (front from left) Logan Jackson, Jenna Loren-

sen, Amanda Bobo, and Gordon Carrier; (rear from left) Jake Tardie, Jenny Bebb, DJ
Zissen, Caleb Renno, and Patrick Decelles.
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dents who wish to take that
route as well.”

According to Crews,
everyone is eligible for this

the U.S. Air Force Junior
ROTC program for eight
years, Lt. Col. Alan Crews
(USAF ret.) has returned

equivalent of the Peace
Corp,” Crews said.
“This is grant money

and it’s not infinite,” he

after taking a year off when = program, regardless of  said. “The program has to “I’s a fairly unique pro- ) A
2003 budget cuts eliminated grades, race, income, or na- build itself enough to sustain gram,” Crews };ai d q“MI;n Offer valid December 1-26, 2004
the ROTC program. tionality. itself on a volunteer basis. ; i Y SOMETHING

states have come to Oregon
to see what we’re doing to
know what they can do to
make the program succeed
in their state,” he said.

After his 26-year mili-
tary career, Crews, who is

This time, Crews will
be found in the counseling
center as IVHS director of
ASPIRE, an acronym for
Access to Student Assis-
tance Programs In Reach of
Everyone.

“It’s a program that
started about eight or nine
years ago in Oregon and
spread every year since,”
Crews said.

“The overall thrust is to
in any way possible encour-
age high school students to
pursue further training or
education,” said Crews,
“whether it be private job
skills, education programs,
tattooing schools, cosmetol-
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“This program is not
just for low-income or first-
generation college stu-
dents,” he said. “It’s for eve-
ryone, and I really want to
emphasize that.

“This is a hugely en-
dowed program where fi-

nancial assistance is made
available, and it certainly JAPSPSBSDSHSHNHIHNHTNHTHOHSHIILS @555\35\35\316\"
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who otherwise wouldn’t be \j
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able to further their educa- Lé ‘ (J erﬂeholf
w presents a

The goal is in three to five
years have the program go-
ing strong enough.

“A very crucial part of
my job is my requirement to
recruit community members
to become the base of the
program, then the funding
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tion,” Crews said. %
Part of Crews’ job is to @

meet with students and help

them decide what they want

for their future. Then, he

meets with them regularly to

make sure that they are stay-
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@ Kerby Belt Building
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% Good Food * Fire Dancers * Dancing
H  Girls * Tarot Reading * Music * Games
= Bards * Henna Tattoo Artists

®

rq Feast served at 6 p.m. Food will be available all day.

* Bedroom Collections
* Children’s Furniture
* Sleepers and Recliners

* Electric Fireplaces
* Futons and more!

|BEDS FOR LESS

www.bedsforless.com L’ Open 7 Days
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NETAT, GRO
P.O. Box 1668

221 B S. Redwood Hwy.
Cave Junction, OR 97523

1165 Court St.
Medford

Corner of Court & McAndrews

772-0282

780 NW Garden Valley Bivd.
Roseburg

Next to Joann Fabrics

677-9001

891 NE D St.
Grants Pass

Next to Staples

474-1060

*Mortgages &
Refinancing
eHard to Qualify Loans
eLife & Health Insur-

Tammy Smith
Loan Officer

541-592-6333
Office

541-660-2984
Cell

Mary Reynolds
Agent

541-592-6262
Office
541-660-7342
Cell

R $8 - Adults (16+) $5 - Children (6-15)

® Children 5 years and younger FREE, NMS $3

% Family Cap $25 (no SCA households please)

@ Dry site, bring feast gear. Please try to wear medieval/
@ renaissance type clothing - we have some to share.
)

) . .

% For more information contact Sharon at A good conscience is a continual Christmas.

An Independent Agent
Representing

* FHIA

@ 592-2272 or sharon@stephenthemerchant.com
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