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Planning under way at caves for 100th anniversary
denoting its designation as a national monument

By CHRISTINA HILL
Correspondent

More than one million
travelers use Hwy. 199
every summer to reach their
destinations, as Illinois Val-
ley sits between Hwy. 101
and Interstate 5.

Only a small percentage
stop and enjoy what Illinois
Valley has to offer.

“We get maybe 10 per-
cent of those million travel-
ers, which is a really low
number,” said Roger Brandt,
chief of visitor services at
Oregon Caves National
Monument, approximately
20 miles east of Downtown

u r

Cave Junction.

“We’d like to increase
that number to 20 percent,”
he said, “which would help
increase an additional 5 mil-
lion tourist dollars spent in
the area.”

Brandt and others at the
monument already have
started planning. They’ve
decided to use the centennial
anniversary of the designa-
tion of the site as Oregon
Caves National Monument,
by President Howard Taft in
July 1909, as a way to reel
in more tourists.

The 100th anniversary
will not occur until July 1,
2009. But planning, which
is starting to progress
quickly, should have started
sooner, said Brandt.

“I have to have my
planning five years in ad-
vance for the National Park
Service to make sure we
have the funding and the
staff to handle the event,” he
said.

“I probably should have
started last year, because
time is just vaporizing,” he
said.

‘The Strip’ Restaurant has
five beers on fap!

Red Hook ESB * Heineken * Fat Tire
Kona Longboard Lager * Busch

Some 90,000 people visit Oregon Caves National M

Brandt has concrete
reasons for feeling the time
crunch, too, he said.

“First we have to plan
what events we’d like to see
held,” he said, “then we
have to put those plans into
action. Ideas are ideas, but
the hard part is getting the
work done,” Brandt said.

Brandt said that he
hopes to see more wheel-
chair accessible trails and
more family oriented activi-
ties available at Oregon
Caves.

“We’re trying to meet
the needs of people in all
sectors of travel,” he said.

“We have a couple of
goals that we’re trying to
accomplish and those would
be tourism infrastructure,
getting trails established and
possibly interpretive way-
sides that people will stop to
read about that particular
area,” said Brandt.

Much work remains
before the centennial cele-
bration.

“We’re talking about a
week-long series of special
events here at the monu-
ment,” said Brandt, “and
we’re talking to people who
might be interested in par-
ticipating in the theme of the
centennial.

“Then we would pro-
mote the event jointly and
put it in all our press packets
and mail those to our associ-
ated press contacts.”

The goal of the centen-
nial celebration, Brandt said,
is to not only commemorate
the monument, but also to
nourish the tourism econ-
omy in the area.

“If we can stop 5 or 10
million tourist dollars, then
we can create a sustainable
number of jobs for new
families and new business
opportunities,” Brandt said.

Additional goals Brandt
would like to see met are to

onument every year. Planning for
the monument’s 100th anniversary celebration are under way. (Photo courtesy of
National Park Service, U.S. Dept. of the Interior)

“call attention to the Oregon
Caves, but also provide an
outlet of information to
other areas in the valley.”

“If we have a lot of
events going on, “we might
be able to generate travel in
the area.,” he said.

“We want to start the
week before the anniversary
and have a history confer-
ence, a historic equestrian
ride on the trail that old-
timers once used to access
the caves from Williams.

“We’d have to re-
establish the trail, and the
biggest cost would be doing
environmental-compliance
work. Lastly, we’d like to
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have a reunion of people
who’ve worked here in the
past,” Brandt said.

And there’s more.

“Along with the centen-
nial celebration, there are a
couple of other significant
events happening the same
year, and we’d like to tie
them all together,” said
Brandt.

“It will be the 75" anni-
versary of the Oregon Caves
Lodge and of the Civilian
Conservation Corps.

“And, it’ll be the 70"
anniversary of when the
inventor and the promoter of
The Viewmaster met in the
lodge to discuss or draw up
plans for The Viewmaster,”
Brandt said.

According to Brandt, he
and others from the monu-
ment plan on having com-
munity meetings after the
holiday season to discuss
participation opportunities.

“If we get these projects
in place, and we get the
needs met of different tour-
ism groups, then we can
create an influx of people
for a few years to come after
the centennial celebration,”
Brandt concluded.
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ARKT WAL

Explore The Visual, Literary, Performing
& Epicurean Arts Of The lllinois Valley

The lllinois River Valley Arts Council would like to thank all the businesses, volunteers, and the community for
supporting the Art Walk. Thank you for making the Cave Junction Art Walk a continuing success.

Cone Ten Pottery
Studio & Gallery
25895 Redwood Hwy. ¢ 592-4646
Featured Artist
Smoky Little Hawk
Talking Sticks
Native American Animal Stories
every half-hour, beginning at 6 p.m.
Decorate an animal medallion.
Jefferson State
Financial Group
221-B S. Redwood Hwy. ® 592-6262
Featuring Swedish Hand Knits by
Eva Subias
Sweaters, Scarves, Hats & Bags,
Great Holiday Gifts!
Enjoy Cookies and Hot Cocoa.

Bebe’s Art For Everyone
148 S. Redwood Hwy.  592-5343
Featuring New Works by
Kathy Ratiu-Kelley
“Celebrating Spirit”
Ornaments e Art Supplies
Child’s Play
140 S. Redwood Hwy.  592-4983
Decorate a “Stained Glass”
Ornament. Make a Snowflake!

Sponsored in part by
Evergreen Federal Bank

Visual Art Exhibits Showing Through December

GRAND OPENING of the
Southern Oregon Guild

Digital Dreams Help Center
140 Redwood Hwy. ¢ 592-4594

Featured Artists
Guild Members

Presentations by the New Services Providers
Come in and see how they can help you!

. e
Rising Suns

146 S. Redwood Hwy. ¢ 592-2430

Featured Artists
Mary Katherine Kenney
Dennis Kenney
Mixed Media Paintings

A Creative Space

119% Redwood Hwy. » 592-6484

Singing Loom

Featured Artist in the Gallery

Douglas Kendall

Designer, Artist, Photographer

*James Rich*
Baroque Master

Welcomirlg April Wells, Aromatherapist
April's Aroma Home
219 S. Redwood Hwy. » 592-2889

GRAND OPENING
Featured Artist
Frank Wells Glass Etching

*

Taylor's Country Store
202 S. Redwood Hwy. ¢ 532-5358

Satay Chicken, Tod Mun with Cucumber

Pork Curry & Green Beans

“Hopped Up” Christmas Carols

119 S. Redwood Hwy. ¢ 592-2266

202 N. Redwood Hwy. » 415-0072
Specializing in organic, hand-rolled
bagels baked on the premises.

“Piece Together Mosaics”

Epicurean Art

Thai Dinner
Sauce, Shrimp Rangoon,

Featured Artist
Debbie Wilson
3D Christmas Decor

*2 Foot Daddy*

Blue Moon Cafe

Featured Artist
Celeste Clinton
Pine Needle Baskets
Surprise Musical Guests*

Bagel Junction

Featured Artists
Joanne Jackson &
Crystal Schroeter

Additional Listings
Besides the program listings
provided, the following also are
among those available from
Charter Communications.
For information about costs
that might apply, contact the
company.
1-800-338-8838
*12 -QVC
*14 - Better Life TV
*16 - Home Shopping
*23 - Community Bulletins
*25 - Fox News
*26 - C-Span/House of Rep.
*27 - C-Span 2 (Senate)
*28 - ESPN 2
*31 - CNN Headline News
*33 - Fox Sports Northwest
*36 - Country Music TV
*37 - Nashville Channel
*40 - The History Channel
*41 - The Learning Channel
*42 - Cartoon Network
*43 - Home & Garden TV
*44 - The Weather Channel
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Unwind tension, relieve muscle pain,
with deep or lighter techniques. .
Save $20 Through all the world there goes one long cry from the heart of the artist:
Special on sale through Dec. 24. on Massage Give me leave to do my utmost.
Rachel Goodman, OR Lic. 2331 Gift Certificates
202 Lister St., 592-6947 - Isak Dineson -
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0 & Paid Paid Fit & Lite [Dail Suddenly |Mad Golden  |The Golden  |The The Golden  |Unsolved Mysteries  |Unsolved Mysteries ~ (Movie Strong Medicine The The
L) |Program _|Program Workout |Susan |About You |Gitls Nanny _|Girls Nanny  |Nanny |Girls Nanny _|Nanny
(10} News The Early Show The 700 Club The Price Is Right The Young and the  |News Bold,  |Asthe World Turns  |Guiding Light Family  [Family  |The Jane Pauley News CBS News
Restless Beautiful Feud Feud Show
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TR News Cont'd Good Morning America Live With Regis and  [The View News- Ambush |All My Children One Life to Live General Hospital Judge Judge Joe |Oprah Winfrey News ABC Wid
elly watch Md |Makeover Judy Brown News
[15) Coach  |Coach  |Walker, Texas Ranger |Movie Nash Varied  |The Varied  |The Varied  |JAG ‘Varied Programs Movie
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