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‘Southern Oregon Blues Band’ (Photo provided) 

‘SOBs’ cook up Blues with sizzle 
By MICHELLE BINKER 

Staff Writer 
“We’re as hot as any 

fire,” guitarist Duane Sum-

mers insists. 

Which means the 

“Southern Oregon Blues 

Band” is just the ticket for 

a captivating and lively 

summer-time show. 

K n o w n  a s  t h e 

“hardest-working Blues 

band in Southern Oregon,” 

Illinois Valley’s own 

“S.O.B.s” have toured ex-

tensively from Redding to 

Seattle, “and all points in-

between,” bringing “on-

your-feet, move-the-bootie 

Blues music” to apprecia-

tive audiences since 1984. 

Although the band’s 

composition has under-

gone many changes since 

inception, members in-

variably serve a tasty dish. 

“We change the recipe 

now and again as the band 

evolves, but we’re a reli-

able mainstay,” Summers 

says. 

“Southern Oregon 

Blues,” he says, “has al-

ways been a platform for 

excellent musicians and 

musicianship.” 

Summers, an original 

member of the band, with 

wife and bassist, Sandra 

Summers; drummer Mi-

chael  Corrigan; keyboard-

ist and sax player “King 

Dave;” and vocalist Bob 

Luna, love drawing upon 

the deepest roots of the 

Blues, while pouring forth 

a whole lot of soul. 

“Our selection isn’t 

run-of-the-mill,” Luna 

says. “We like to get a few 

layers deeper; get back to 

our original heroes. 

“Original root is a 

beautiful place.” 

“We’re striving for 

that feel,” Summers says, 

“and we try to get the mu-

sic off the stage and into 

the people. Give them 

something to take with 

them.” 

But don’t make the 

mistake of thinking that 

feeling the Blues means 

feeling bluesy. 

“Blues doesn’t just 

mean slow, cryin’-in-your-

beer music,” Luna says, as 

Sandra and Duane Sum-

mers nod in vigorous 

agreement. 

“We have a great se-

lection of get-up-and-

dance music. There’s the 

Swing-Jump Blues, happy 

Blues, talkin’ ‘bout 

Blues…” 

“ M o v e - t h e - b o o t i e 

Blues,” Sandra Summers 

interjects. 

“Ponderin’ Blues,” 

Duane Summers adds. 

“Our finest compli-

ment, the biggest high in 

the world, is to watch peo-

ple dance on their way out 

the door,” says Sandra 

Summers. “I especially 

love to watch the kids 

dance. They’re the best 

critics.”  

“Blues is not abstract,” 

Duane sums up. “Blues is 

about real people, and life 

stories. It runs the whole 

gamut of experience. It’s a 

simple music that reaches 

everyone ” 

Motivated as is “every 

musician” to communicate 

the story of a place or ex-

perience which exists be-

yond words, he says, 

Duane Summers expresses 

his and his band mates’ 

(Continued on page 19) 

CJ adopts 
JoCo Natural 
Hazard Plan 

Hoping to prevent or 

reduce damage, deaths and 

injuries due to natural haz-

ards by careful planning, 

the Cave Junction City 

Council voted to adopt the 

Josephine County Natural 

Hazards Mitigation Plan. 

 Approval was granted 

by the council during its 

meeting in city hall on 

Monday evening, Aug. 9. 

Developed in conjunc-

tion with other governmen-

tal jurisdictions in the 

county, the five-year ac-

tion plan is designed to 

establish a process of natu-

ral hazard mitigation. 

Aspects include identi-

fying and analyzing poten-

tial hazards, educating and 

involving residents, and 

improving response capa-

bilities, according to an 

executive summary pre-

sented to city council. 

CJ Council says ‘yea’ and 
‘nay’ to developer requests 

The city of Cave Junc-

tion heard two requests 

from developer PJW Prop-

erties LLC concerning its 

Mountain Meadows Subdi-

vision. 

The developer is ask-

ing the city to waive the 

requirement that sidewalks 

be completed, along with 

other infrastructure, before 

the final plat is approved 

by city council. 

In a letter to the city 

which the council heard 

during its Monday night, 

Aug. 9 meeting in city hall, 

PJW said, “It does not 

make sense for  the devel-

oper to have to tear out 

existing sidewalks ...and 

replace them to match the 

approaches” to homes as 

they are situated and built 

on the lot. 

Councilmen were not 

inclined to agree to the 

request, as the city wants 

to avoid incomplete or 

“patchwork” sidewalk con-

struction. 

Without a motion to 

approve or deny the re-

quest, the council decided 

to hold PJW to the original 

agreement made with the 

city. 

PJW also requested an 

easement through a city 

property on Shadowbrook 

Drive to run underground 

utilities.  

The vacant street plug, 

which will not be used to 

access Mountain Meadows 

subdivision, has been eyed 

by the council as the future 

location of a “pocket 

park.”  

An underground utility 

easement would not hinder 

any park plans. 

The council voted 5-0 

to approve the request. 

The council also noted 

that further consideration 

of the Vineyard Place Sub-

division on Daisy Hill 

Road would have to wait 

for a complete reworking 

of the initial site plan. 

During July, the city 

issued three sign permits, 

one permit for a driveway, 

five minor and three major 

zoning clearances. 

Work joyfully and  
peacefully, knowing that 
right thoughts and right 

efforts will inevitably 
bring about right results. 

- James Lane Allen - 
Some people ask, ‘Why?’ I ask, ‘Why not?’ 

- Robert Kennedy - 


