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Although the editor learned a bit about conven-

iences in connection with viewing highly placed peo-

ple two years ago, when he went to hear President 

Bush speak in Central Point, there’s nothing I could 

do about the heat and humidity last week when I went 

to hear VP Cheney at the Expo in Central Point. 

Still, it’s somewhat of a high-water experience, 

being in fairly close proximity to high-powered peo-

ple, perspiration notwithstanding. Incidentally, I 

would appreciate not being criticized this time about 

“partisan photos” and the like. I photographed who 

was there, and I was there by invitation. If the De-

mocrats ever invited me anywhere, I’d cover that too. 

Anyway, because of what I learned two years ago, 

I was well-equipped. That’s right; I carried bottled 

water, fruit, nuts and other snacks. Plus, in my car I 

had a bottle of Mexican beer, several cans of tomato 

juice, and a salad on ice. They came in handy, as it 

took more than an hour for the parking lot to clear af-

ter Cheney’s speech. And I had been mostly on my 

feet for more than three hours. 

But afterward I was as cool as the proverbial cu-

cumber, sitting in my vehicle listening to the radio, 

and enjoying my salad and stuff. Of course, I was 

checked fairly regularly by a police officer who kept 

driving by to see, no doubt, if I was a suicide bomber. 

And speaking of such dreadful situations, I en-

countered strong security, just like two years ago. 

Some guys actually carried pocketknives with them to 

this visit. They were told to take them out to their cars 

before they were allowed to enter the building. 

I went through the security check and metal detec-

tor without a hitch, but found trouble later. I left my 

camera bag and knapsack on the floor in front of the 

platform (about 30 feet back) as I moved forward so I 

could get closer for photos. 

But when I went back to my spot after taking the 

photos, my bags were gone. I found out that security 

personnel had taken them as “unsecured photographic 

equipment.” Guess they thought they could contain 

explosives or something, instead of snacks and extra 

cameras, film, batteries, notebooks and pens. 

Luckily, other than being searched extremely thor-

oughly, both bags were OK. All I had to do was find 

them after being told where they were approximately. 

Pepsi-Cola Bottling Co. of Medford again came 

through, supplying unlimited bottles of ice cold water 

for everyone. A nice public relations touch.  

There were police officers, sheriff’s deputies, Se-

cret Service personnel and other security folks much 

in evidence. The latter two are the ones who wear 

electronic stuff in their hair and ears, and they talk 

into their wrists. Also, they have stone faces; no ex-

pressions allowed. Weird. I was worried about them, 

not being able to smile, frown or show any emotion. 

As usual, people wore all sorts of apparel to the 

event. Attire ranged from sloppy sandals, baggy 

shorts and old T-shirts to suits with ties. And every-

thing in-between, from sports shirts and jeans, to 

party dresses (on the women), and pants suits (also on 

the women). I would say that there were more people 

wearing shorts and T-shirts than anything else. 

I enjoyed the Souza marches played on the P.A. 

system prior to the event getting under way. Did not 

enjoy the thump-thump sort-of rock ‘n’ roll music that 

followed. It was non-melodic and way too loud. 

(Yeah, my old age is starting to show.) 

At any rate, if any more top Washington, D.C. 

types come to this area again, and I get an invitation, 

I’m going to take two bottles of beer for afterward. 

Illinois Valley News 
An Independent Weekly Newspaper Co-owned and 
published by Robert R. (Bob) and Jan Rodriguez 

Bob Rodriguez, Editor El Jefe  
Entered as second class matter June 11, 1937 at Post 

Office as Official Newspaper for Josephine County and 
Josephine County Three Rivers School District, published 

at 321 S. Redwood Hwy., Cave Junction, OR 97523 
Periodicals postage paid at Cave Junction, OR 97523 

Post Office Box 1370 USPS 258-820  
Telephone (541) 592-2541, FAX (541) 592-4330 

Volume 66, No. 20 
Staff: Cindy Newton, Chris Robertson,  

Michelle Binker, Becky Loudon,  
Shane Welsh & Kacy Clement 

 Member: Oregon Newspaper Publishers Association 

DEADLINES:  
News, Classified & Display Ads,  

Announcements & Letters   

3 P.M. FRIDAY  
(Classified ads & uncomplicated display ads can be  

accepted until Noon, Monday with an additional charge.)  
POLICY ON LETTERS: ‘Illinois Valley News’ welcomes letters to 
the editor provided they are of general interest, in good taste, 
legible and not libelous. All letters must be signed, using 
complete name, and contain the writer’s address and telephone 
number. The latter need not be published, but will be used to 
verify authenticity. The ‘News’ reserves the right to edit letters. 
One letter per person per month. Letters are used at the discretion 
of the publisher. Unpublished letters are neither acknowledged 
nor returned. A prepaid charge may be levied if a letter is 
inordinately long in the editor's opinion. 
POLICY ON “HERE, THERE & EVERYWHERE,” DISPLAY & CLAS-
SIFIED ADS & NOTICES: All submissions must be hand delivered, 
faxed or e-mailed to us for publication. Submissions must be re-
submitted each week if the item is to run for more than one week.  

SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
One year in Josephine County - $20.80 

One year in Jackson and Douglas Counties - $24.40 
One year in all other Oregon counties  

and out-of-state - $28  
POSTMASTER: Please send address changes to  

P.O. Box 1370, Cave Junction, OR. 97523 

 

(Editor’s Note: Views and 

commentary expressed in let-

ters to the editor are strictly 

those of the letter-writers. 

* * * 
Typed, double-spaced 

letters are acceptable for con-

sideration. Handwritten letters 

that are double-spaced and 

highly legible also can be con-

sidered for publication. 

Cards of thanks are not 

accepted as letters.) 

* * * 

 

Help appreciated 
From Amanda, Cori, 

Darrell, Mechelle, and 

Shelby 

Cave Junction 

We appreciate the Illi-

nois Valley community for 

all it has done (since the 

death of Josh Allen in a 

motor vehicle accident). 

So many people have 

shown support during 

these hard times. Even the 

smallest things have 

helped. 

A smile from across 

the way has helped wipe 

away a tear. 

We appreciate all the 

people who felt kind 

enough to put a quarter or 

more in a donation can. 

Josh means so much to 

so many people. We love 

and miss him greatly, but 

with help and love from 

our town we can make it. 

 

‘Valleyites’ 
From Marianne Parsons 

Selma 
You’re an Illinois Val-

leyite if: 

*You’ve never thrown 

away any hay-baling 

twine. 

*Your recipe book has 

an entire chapter devoted 

to blackberries. 

*You know what a 

Darlingtonia Fen is. 

*You don’t miss fast 

food. 

*You’ve worn jeans to 

church. 

*You feed the wildlife 

that passes through your 

yard; intentionally and un-

intentionally. Along with 

that, you know at least a 

dozen ways to repel deer, 

g o p h e r s ,  a n d  t h e 

neighbor’s cat. 

*You can fix most 

anything, if you can just 

find the right shim. 

*You’re a husband 

who buys his wife a new 

shovel and pitchfork as a 

gift and she says, “Oh 

baby, you spoil me.” 

*You know that all our 

pets go straight to Heaven 

when they die, and that 

they’re all waiting there 

for us to “come home.” 

 

Veterans’ issues 
From Bear Marston 

Cave Junction 
I don’t normally tell 

anyone who to vote for. 

I assume that most 

people have already de-

cided, for whatever reason. 

But there is one subject 

I’m passionate about; vet-

erans’ issues. 

All I have to say is, if 

you’re a veteran, you 

might consider checking 

out the voting records of 

the national candidates for 

Congress and Senate on 

veterans’ issues. 

That’s all I ask. 

 

I.V. Fire Plan 
From De Spellman, 

Illinois Valley Fire District 

Fire Prevention coordinator 

Illinois Valley Fire 

Plan community meetings 

are being held to get input 

from residents of the val-

ley on what they think 

about fire and what areas 

need fuels reduction. 

We (plan coordinators) 

are offering free education 

on defendable space and 

fuels reduction. We also 

are offering free home as-

sessments to help people 

learn to live with fire. 

We, as a community, 

can take a proactive ap-

proach to living with fire. 

The I.V. Fire Plan is 

the people’s plan and 

should reflect the needs of 

the people of the valley. 

Their fire district is offer-

ing a program to help re-

duce property loss to fire 

and help this valley be-

come more self-sufficient 

when it comes to fire.  

We will hold a meet-

ing for the Holland area on 

Wednesday, Aug. 11 at the 

new Station 4 on Holland 

Loop from 6:30 to 9 p.m. 

We ask that people come 

and help make this plan 

theirs. 

We will hold another 

meeting on Wednesday, 

Aug. 18 in Cave Junction 

at the county building from 

6:30 to 9 p.m. for Cave 

Junction area residents. I 

am urging that property 

owners come and partici-

pate so we can make a plan 

that we all can live with. 

We have held meet-

ings in Selma, O’Brien, 

Takilma and Kerby. We 

need the help of valley 

residents to make this 

work. 

I appreciate the partici-

pation and look forward to 

a continued partnership 

between valley residents 

and I.V. Fire District for 

the common good of our 

home. 

 

West Fork plan 
From Linda Vogel 

O’Brien 

These comments relate 

to Bureau of Land Man-

agement logging in and 

near O’Brien on the pro-

posed grid known as the 

West Fork Illinois River 

Landscape Management 

Project. 

I live with my family 

in O’Brien on 39 acres 

near the project. The natu-

ral ecological systems in 

this area are undoubtedly 

better off left alone. That’s 

a no-brainer. 

Those who may tem-

porarily benefit from any 

logging done here are the 

people clustered along the 

 

          has llama treats  
            for everyone 

     Call or email and 
     come for a visit. 
 
   Joyce & Harry Abrams 

592-6078 

llamuz@forestedgefarm.com 
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Information in a story 

in the Wednesday, July 28 

issue of “Illinois Valley 

News” is disputed by 

Monique Allen, of TC 

Computers. 

The article reported an 

I.V. Fire District board 

meeting and quoted Allen 

as stating she was holding 

a reporter liable for suit 

due to a misspelling of her 

husband’s name. 

Monique Allen said in 

a telephone call on Mon-

day, Aug. 2 that she is 

aware there could be no 

suit for spelling her hus-

 

band’s name incorrectly. 

She added that what 

she actually was holding 

the reporter liable for is 

“misinformation” printed 

in a previous article. 

But, she added, be-

cause she was telephoning 

from out-of-town she 

could not readily identify 

the misinformation. She 

said she would clarify her 

position when she returns 

from a vacation. 

“Illinois Valley News” 

regrets any errors or 

“misinformation” which 

might have appeared. 

Applications to fill a 

volunteer position on the 

Josephine County Library 

Board of Trustees are be-

ing accepted by the Jose-

phine County Board of 

Commissioners. 

The deadline for ac-

cepting applications is Fri-

day, Aug. 20. 

Applications are avail-

able in the Board of Com-

missioner’ office, Room 

154, at the Josephine 

County Courthouse, Grants 

Pass. 

For more information, 

phone (541) 474-5221. 

JoCo Library seeking trustees 


