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Singer Navarr

By CHRISTINA HILL
Correspondent

Nicole Navarro, a 17-
year-old valley resident, is
no stranger to the spotlight.

Navarro is an up-and-
coming singer with big
plans for her future. Dur-
ing the next few weeks,
she will be heard belting
out her heart at various
events across Southwest-
ern Oregon.

Navarro recently com-
peted on Radio Station
KRWQ’s Colgate Country
Showdown. She recorded a
song that the station played
and listeners voted on.

She and 15 other final-
ists will be the opening act
for Darryl Worley, a re-
nowned Country singer, at
the Jackson County Fair on
Wednesday July 21 start-
ing at 4 p.m. The winner
will receive $1,000 and the
chance to advance to the
next level of competition,
which is state.

This little girl with a
big voice also can be spot-
ted performing with
“Sequoia,” an Illinois Val-
ley group, on July 31 at the

Nicole Navarro

plishing that dream and
that’s why I’'m so proud of
her,” said her father. “I'm
getting to the point now
where [ go somewhere and
when [ introduce myself to
someone, they’ll ask me,
‘Hey isn’t your daughter,
that singer?” It sort of
brings tears to my eyes
every time I hear her sing,”
Angel said.

Nicole’s talent sort of
runs in the family, her par-
ents said.

“Her grandfather and
great-grandfather were
involved with music their
whole lives and her grand-

Besides fairs and festi-
vals, Nicole’s God-given
voice also can be heard on
a CD that she guest-starred
on. It will be released in
Europe in a few months.

“She performed a duet
with Michael Jarrett on his
CD, ‘Silk on Satin,”” said
her mom. “She also did
background vocals. Right
now the CD is on its way
down to the Neil Diamond
Studio for finalization, and
Von Price will be playing
the saxophone to go along
with the music. Michael
Jarrett is a very successful
song-writer, and he’s kind
of taken Nicole under his
wing,” her mom said.

Nicole’s future cer-
tainly looks bright. Ac-
cording to Angel, he has
already had two people
approach him and ask if
they can be Nicole’s man-
ager. Currently, Nicole
doesn’t have one. In the
meantime, she wants to
continue singing and
graduate from Illinois Val-
ley High School. After
graduating, Nicole plans
on attending a college,

o aiming high July 21

Lovejoy gets
grant to aid
with laptops

Lovejoy Hospice is the
recipient of a $2,500 grant
from The Carpenter Foun-
dation, announced by Jane
H. Carpenter, president, on
June 24.

The grant will help
Lovejoy Hospice complete
a field staff technology
project that will provide
nurses and social workers
with the use of lap-top
computers while working
with patients.

Lovejoy programs pro-
vide holistic end-of-life
care for people and their
families in Josephine
County, and parts of Jack-
son and Douglas counties.
The hospice provides pro-
fessional staff 24 hours a
day to help keep dignity
and personal choices while
relieving physical and
emotional pain.

“The Carpenter Foun-
dation grant gives Lovejoy
Hospice the opportunity to
provide lap-top computers,
programming, and special-
ized software for patient
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Nicole’s parents, An-
gel and Debi, couldn’t be
more proud of her.
“She’s had a dream
and she’s fought for that
dream, and she’s accom-

“Now Nicole has tapped in
song-writing, and I think
that she got that from her
grandmother.

“But as far as singing
goes, God gave her that
talent,” she said.

“She knows what she
wants to go for, but she
also has her priorities
straight and wants to get an
education,” Angel con-
cluded.
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greatly enhance the avail-
ability for needed hospice
services in the homes of
Lovejoy Hospice patients
in our community.”
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