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For Evergreen/Madrona, it’s the principal
of the thing, as Van Brunt, Brown switch

Lise Van Brunt

By SHANE WELSH
Staff Writer

While losing a loved
one, Evergreen Elementary
School will gain an old
friend.

Principal Lise Van
Brunt will transfer to Mad-
rona Elementary in Grants
Pass this fall. Nancy
Brown, Madrona Elemen-
tary principal, who taught
at Evergreen nine years
ago, will trade places with
Van Brunt.

Van Brunt, who lives
in Grants Pass, said the
commute is taking valu-
able family time.

“Leaving my school

said Van Brunt.

“I have no worries or
fears about Nancy taking
care of this school. She is
respected and appreciated
by the staff. She also
taught at Evergreen in the
past. And many of the par-
ents she taught have chil-
dren in our classes now,
which gives her a special
connection with those stu-
dents,” said Van Brunt.

“I have been really
blessed by this community.
I have a lot of respect how
it takes care of its own.
The people here have risen
to the occasion over and
over again for me and this
school,” she said.

Van Brunt, who will
administer at Evergreen
until the end of summer,
said she will do her best to
keep contact with students
after she leaves in August.

“I always tell kids
when I leave some place
that if they write me, [ will
write back. I even have
some kids that are adults
now that still write me; I

rona Elementary in Grants
Pass for five years, will
trade places with current
Evergreen Principal Lise
Van Brunt this fall.

“Most people aren’t
from out here and would
prefer to be closer to where
their own community is,”
said Brown.

“About the time I
asked (Three Rivers
School District superinten-
dent) David Burgess, to
consider me for the posi-
tion of principal should it
become available at Ever-
green, Lise was looking to
move back a little closer to
her family,” she said.

“I didn’t know that
when [ talked to him
(Burgess). I think it was
meant to be; it worked out
really well for both of us.”

In the past, Brown
taught grades three to five
at Evergreen Elementary
for nearly 15 years before
transferring to Madrona
nearly nine years ago.

“I have always loved
Evergreen,” she said. “I

Nancy Brown

teaching, which led her to
earn a certificate for ele-
mentary teaching. She later
attended Portland State
University and obtained
her certificate for admini-
stration.

“I like working as an
administrator,” she said,
“because I have an oppor-
tunity to work closer with
individual students and
parents. It all comes back
to relating to the kids at
school and working with
their families; I just love
that part of it,” she said.

“Lise and I have been
in close contact,” she said.
“We’d like to make a
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“To live in the valley
and be able to administer
in your own community is
a great thing,” she said.

“There’s a better sense
of ownership. Although
Madrona is tucked be-
tween Grants Pass and
Murphy, it is more my
community. It is important
for a principal to be a part
of their own community,”
said Van Brunt.

Even though the trans-
fer will benefit Brown and
Van Brunt, they still will
miss the many students,
staff, and their families
they worked with during
their time at the schools.

“It’s been very emo-
tional for both of us,” said
Van Brunt.

“Every time Nancy
and I have talked about it,
one of us cries; out of grief
for losing our schools, but

The money helps fund
student awards and field
trips; a portion of which
will go into a playground

Evergreen Elementary
School will welcome a
new principal for the 2004-
2005 school year.

Nancy Brown, who
has been principal of Mad-

Brown was born in
Los Angeles, and gradu-
ated high school in Chico,
Calif. After spending a

gree in German and a mi-
nor in French.

She went on to earn a
secondary certificate for

hands of just anybody.
“My plan this next

school year is to just step

in. I think Lise has done an

better. I want to put 100
percent into doing what’s
right for Evergreen,” she
said.

‘lllinois Valley News’ -- a community newspaper

orest Edge Farm's

Question of the Week

What sports do people do with llamas?

* Performance competition in shows,
all the way to the National level

* Pack Performance Trials, from
Beginning through Masters Levels

* Llama packing, including Rendezvous

* Long distance mountain trail races

Contact Joyce or Harry Abrams
llamuz@forestedgefarm.com

541-592-6078

222 Lister St. * 592-6649
Independent & New Release DVDs
Featuring Kim Fujita “Inspiration Vacation”
Kim & Steve Soulful Sounds
BEBE’S ART FOR EVERYONE
148 S. Redwood Hwy. ¢ 592-5343
Featuring Bruce Stone New Works
2nd Friday String Band
6:30 p.m. in the Art Garden

RISING SUNS

146 S. Redwood Hwy. ¢ 592-2430
Featuring Terry Davis Clay Sculptures

RIGHTEOUS RAGS

140 B Redwood Hwy. ® 592-6567
Thanks for your participation

in our last Art Walk.

Cowgirls’ Western Wear 1/2 Off

All Bathing Suits One Low Price!

Sam Kurz Native American Flute

CHILD’S PLAY

140 S. Redwood Hwy.  592-4983

“Walk on Art”

Sidewalk Chalk Art » Materials Provided
A CREATIVE SPACE Art Collective
119’ Redwood Hwy. ¢ 592-6484
Singing Loom presents
Wanda Burch Goines
inthe “Community Room”

WELCOME to her new location:
Joanne Stone L.A.C.
Acupuncturist/Herbalist

2nd Friday String Band Bebe’s Art
Sam Kurz Righteous Rags
Cole Brashear & River Train Blue Moon
Kim & Steve Video Explorer

Epicurean Arts

PIZZA PIT
316 S. Redwood Hwy., ® 592-6111
IV Arts Council Art in Education Presents
Lorna Byrne 7th Grade Africa Studies
Masks e Scratchboards
Fabric Painting  and More!

TAYLOR’S COUNTRY STORE
202 S. Redwood Hwy., ® 592-5358
Chicken Picatta with Pasta
Featuring Jim Krois “Reflections in Chrome”
2 Foot Daddy

Wally Aiken/Sax. JD Smith/Keyboard

Sonny Sundstrom/Guitar
Tony Askins/Fiddle

BLUE MOON
119 S. Redwood Hwy., ¢ 592-2266
Dinner ® Espresso ® Desserts
Homemade Vegetarian Pasta
Featuring Michael Spring Artist  Poet
Cole Brashear with River Train
Original & Old Time Dance

Sponsored in part by
Evergreen Federal Savings
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