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TIMBRE OF BUSINESS GOOD - A rejuvenated Rough &
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Ready Lumber Co. in Cave Junction is doing well,
thanks to a good market and good product, not to
mention a fine group of employees, according to co-
managers ‘Link’ and Jennifer Phillippi. They hosted a

one-year celebration for employees at the mill on
Thursday, June 3. The celebration included Taylor’s
Sausage hot dogs and birthday cake. The company
closed last year for several months due to lack of
available timber, and now has 80 employees vs. 225.

I.V. Grange Breakfast

Sunday, June 13
8:30 a.m. to noon

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT
*Adults-$5 *Children under 11- $2.50

*Waffles *Pancakes *Biscuits & Gravy *Ham
*Sausage *Eggs *Juice *Coffee *Tea or Milk

592-3368

R&R comments on Biscuit Fire plan

(Editor’s Note: Following
are comments by Jennifer and
‘Link’ Phillippi, of Rough &
Ready Lumber Co. in Cave
Junction, regarding the Biscuit
Fire Final Environmental Im-
pact Report released last week
by the U.S. Forest Service. It
calls for harvesting 4 percent
of the fire-damaged timber
[370 million board feet, down
from the draft figure of 518
mbf] plus adding 64,000 acres
of wilderness.)

First, we need to go past
the drama and emotion that
have become so widespread
on this issue, and consider
some less exciting, but more
scientifically compelling
points.

Number one, when con-
sidering fire restoration, it is
critical that we understand
that the Biscuit Fire was a
human-caused event. More
than 60 years of efficient
fire suppression has been
conducted on the Siskiyou
National Forest, which his-
torically experienced fire
every 15 to 20 years.

Several fire cycles were
missed since Smokey Bear
became popular; and conse-
quently, natural tree thin-
ning did not occur and tre-
mendous fuel built up on the
forest floor. In 2002, South-
western Oregon forests were
“waiting” to burn, and to
burn big. The frequent, low-
intensity fires of the past
were healthy, natural events,
but the manmade condition
that led to the Biscuit Fire

was neither natural nor
healthy. The subsequent
“abnormal” fire left us with
a mess that needs human
intervention to help restore
it to a forest we recognize
any time soon.

The U.S. Forest Service
(USFS) should have come
out boldly with a strategy to
regenerate our forest. Its
belated and apologetic an-
nouncement of a plan that
addresses only 4 percent of
the Biscuit burn frustrates
those of us who would ar-
gue that forest restoration
and utilization of burned
trees are not mutually exclu-
sive.

It’s a shame that our
focus and our restoration
dollars are being directed
toward a plan dictated by
politics rather than one that
will help re-establish our
forest and wildlife habitat.

The 64,000 acres pro-
posed as additional Wilder-
ness is clear evidence of the
political nature of the deci-
sion. After years of well-
intentioned, but ultimately
disastrous “hands-off” poli-
cies that caused the Biscuit
Fire in the first place, it
makes no sense to increase
the acres that would be han-
dled in that benign fashion.

It is confusing to hear
that our forest can suffer
such a massive, devastating
conflagration and at the
same time be considered too

fragile to endure cautious,
constructive restoration ef-
forts.

USEFS should take ad-
vantage of the synergy that
timber salvage from the Bis-
cuit could provide. Salvage
could provide funds to help
pay for the restoration ef-
fort; allow the production of
useful wood products cre-
ated from burned trees not
green trees; and provide
important economic support
to the local community. To
take advantage of this op-
portunity, the salvage needs
to be sold in an economic
fashion. Temporary spur
roads would allow loggers
to remove the deteriorating
wood profitably, whereas
requirements to use expen-
sive helicopters could result
in no-bid timber sales.

USFS needs to show
leadership and courage in
implementing its plan. A
year ago, it could have de-
clared an emergency and
categorical exclusion to the
NEPA rules and prevented
the salvageable wood from
diminishing so severely.
That opportunity is past, but
now the forest service needs
to show confidence and
strong support for its deci-
sion.

A timid, hesitant ap-
proach will result in delays,
ultimately ineffective resto-
ration, and a tragic waste of
scarce tax dollars.
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Donate a can of food to the I.V. Grange
Food Bank and receive 50-cents off breakfast!

107.9 FM

Kerbyyville Farm

23790 Redwood Hwy., Kerby

SPRING OPENER!
Priday & Saturday - June 11 and 12, 9 am. to 6 pamn.

Raspberries * Local cherries * Walla Walla onions

Introducing Birdwood Nursery Outlet
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GRANTS PASS, OREGON

JUNE 24-27, 2004
RIVERSIDE PARK

C\ﬂ(/{ 400-foot long replica of the Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial Wall is
coming to Grants Pass. With it comes an opportunity for tens of thousands
in Southern Oregon and Northern California to bring a time of healing
and closure. This is our chance to provide a safe place to reach out, touch
the name of a friend or loved one and say, “Thank you for giving us your
best.”

This is also a time to remember all veterans who have made sacrifices on
our behalf and need our help. The current funding for the local Veteran
Service Office is not going to be enough to provide support for our local
vets. You can help. If you will donate money to help our vets, Evergreen
Federal Bank will match every dollar that is donated up to $15,000. All
proceeds not required to bring 7he Wall to Grants Pass will be dedicated
to our local Veteran’s Office. So please make a donation today and be a
part of this special event to say thank you to our vets. You can make your
donation at any Evergreen Federal Bank location.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT US AT:

VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA - THREE RIVERS CHAPTER 867
233 ROGUE RIVER HWY. - PMB 44 - GRANTS PASS, OR 97527

541-955-5349

“Never Leave Another Vet Behind”

HOSTED BY: SPONSORED BY:

FEDERAL BANK

.

Three Rivers Chapter

Point Man
#867 Ministries

The illustration entitled, “Reflections,” courtesy of VVA Chapter 172 ¢ www.vietnamreflections.com




