Principals JoAnn Bethany, lllinois Valley High School;
Peter Maluk, Lorna Byrne Middle School; and Lisa
VanBrunt, Evergreen Elementary (Shane Welsh photo)

Transport
plan topic
for county

By SHANE WELSH

To accommodate an-
ticipated future transporta-
tion needs, Josephine
County Planning Commis-
sion is looking to adopt a
revised Rural Transporta-
tion System Plan.

Josephine County
Planning Commission met
Monday night, Feb. 9 in
the Anne G. Basker audito-
rium in Grants Pass to re-
view and approve a draft
proposal for a 20-year Jo-
sephine County Transpor-
tation System Plan (TSP)
for rural Josephine County.

The plan addresses the
needs for all modes of
transportation in the

‘KEEP YOUR EYES ON THE ROAD’
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- An example of what happens when you glance
away ‘just for a second.’ The driver, Julie Gillespie of California, was northbound on
Redwood Hwy. near milepost 22 Wednesday, Feb. 4 when, in a moment of inatten-
tion, the vehicle hit the gravel shoulder, overcorrected and swerved across both
lanes of Redwood Hwy., and struck an embankment before coming to rest in a ditch,
according to Oregon State Police. Neither Gillespie nor her feline passenger were
reported injured, and no other vehicles were involved. (Photo by Shane Welsh)
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for student behavior. Even
though children are meet-
ing academic require-
ments, schools are being
painted negatively because
they are falling just below
the new rating.

Evergreen Elementary
Principal Lisa Van Brunt
said, “It is a strange kind
of accountability. We have
no funding for truancy of-
ficers. Our agencies who
could or should help us, do
not have the ability to help
us.

“Absence is almost
always a parent issue and
very rarely a child issue;
most kids want to come to
school. There are even kids

in one day. That’s over
150 kids. That was more
than double the average for
over a week, which can
really trash an attendance
record. For December, my
average dropped to 85 per-
cent because of the flu.”

Despite the negative
averages, .V. schools are
doing well academically.
There is a five-year consis-
tent growth in reading and
math.

“Compared to other
schools, we are passing by
a huge margin,” Maluk
noted.

Said IVHS Principal
JoAnn Bethany, “We take
real pride in what we do

maintain what we have.”

The recommendations
focused on three tiers of
county investment:

*Tier 1: would use
existing funds which only
meet part of current county
maintenance needs.

*Tier 2: covers all nec-
essary maintenance and
other critical, high-priority
improvements.

*Tier 3: would provide
funds for lower-priority
projects.

Tier 2 was strongly
recommended as a means
to provide transportation
improvements and estab-
lish the need to fund cur-
rent transportation mainte-

*1 p.m., medical aid
300 block S. Redwood
Hwy.

*11:27 a.m., medical
aid 8600 block Takilma
Road.

aid on Sherwood Avenue.

*6:59 a.m., smoke in-
vestigation 3500 block
Deer Creek Road.

Deadly poison discovered at U.S. Senate

Ricin, a deadly poison
derived from castor beans,
was discovered Monday,
Feb. 2 in Senate office
buildings in Washington,
D.C.

Sen. Ron Wyden (R-
Ore.) issued a statement
following discovery of the
poison in the mailroom for
Sen. Bill Frist’s office.

The U.S. Capitol Po-
lice closed all Senate of-
fice buildings, sending 16
employees through decon-

Federal authorities said
they found no link to inter-
national terrorism. Investi-
gators are confident expo-
sure was confined to the

mailroom.

A criminal investiga-
tion is being conducted to
discover the source of the
poison.
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Although it’s illegal
for parents to keep their

“Unfortunately, it
doesn’t always appear that
way through these formal
types of reports.”

SOREDI EZ head appointed

In a 5-0 decision, the
Cave Junction City Coun-
cil  confirmed Gordon
Safely, of Southern Ore-
gon Regional Economic
Development Inc.
(SOREDI), to serve as the

Enterprise Zone manager
for the Josephine Cham-
pion Enterprise Zone (EZ).

Safely replaces the
retiring Al Koski, who
served as manager for the
EZ since its inception.
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THE FUN MUST GO ON!

WINTER, SPRING, SUMMER OR FALL

HERE ARE THE FUN EVENTS:

ment, the county would
emphasize roadway main-
tenance including minor
improvements such as re-
surfacing, drainage, widen-
ing and truck freight
movement.

Tier 2 would also in-
clude top-priority improve-
ments such as bridge repair
or replacement of local
bridges, correction of
safety problems, improve-
ments to turn lanes and
railroad crossings, and
congestion problems.

Future meetings will
be held to allow for public
input and discussion of the
proposed TSP.

Approximately 60 peo-
ple attended the 2 1/2-hour
public session.

Clubs &

Congress and their staffs -
go to work each day with
the knowledge that there
are those who would
threaten their lives in order
to weaken our democ-
racy,” said Wyden.

“In the meantime,
keeping Senate employees
healthy and safe is most
important, and the Senate
offices will reopen when
their safety is assured,” he
said.
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For the first three months with a 2-year service agreement.
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Sunday - Thursday - FREE appetizer specials Hiiah your choice of

6to 7 p.m. - ONLY! P—:—_r{ UMLIMITED Incoming Calls
Every Thursday -  Karaoke Night with LV. Garden Club s | or

April Fisher - 8 p.m. Mlinois Valley Garden ZES

UNLIMITED Mights & Weakends

Club is continuing its
beginning at ?pm

“Getting Your Garden
Ready’” program on Fri-

Saturday, Feb. 14 - VALENTINE PARTY

FREE™ Kyocera® Phantom
with FULL COLOR SCREEN

*Live Music
* Games & Prizes
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which incorporate a favor-
ite gardening tool to share
at the horticulture show

and tell table. - C.J. Video Mart &=Radic Shack

The club meets
third Fridays at Immanuel 145 N. Redwood Hwy., Cave Junction 582-2223
Mon, - Thurs, & am. -9 pm. Frl. 9 a.m. - 10p.m,
Sat 10 am. - 10 pm. Sun. 11am. - 63 p.m
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March 5 and 6 - In Flight Band
12 and 13 - Southern Oregon Blues Band
19 and 20 - Jupiter Hollow Band
26 and 27 - In Flight Band

DON’T MISS THE FUN!

Wear a smile, or you’re not fully dressed. (Continued on page 20)




