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Rainy day pool party

RACK ‘EM UP - A couple of regulars at the lllinois Valley Senior Center
enjoy a game of pool on Tuesday, Dec. 2. Jesse Goldtrap takes aim at
the cue ball while George Hertel patiently waits his turn. Wet winter
weather has made indoor recreation the choice for many valley resi-

dents.
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Holiday Shoppl
ty in the

Heart of Cave ] unction
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X 25 &

Country Store
All New Christmas Gift Box Display

See our large selection of specialty beers and wines,
cheeses, mustards, olives and jams

Live Music Fri., Dec. 5 - ‘Buck Harms & True Country’
Dinner Special: Lasagna w/garlic bread & salad - $7.95

S
A chr\stmals 12 oz. Eggnog Espresso......$1.50 é
pos specia Eggnog Milkshake....... $1.50 A
para e Hot Cocoa............ 50 cents

Bebe’s '{,
Art for Everyone
148 S. Redwood Hwy., Cave Junction 592-5343
‘GIVE ART’ HOLIDAY SHOW & SALE
Featuring over 75 Local Artisans
ORNAMENTS * CARDS * GIFT BOXES & MORE!!
Holiday Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

October unemployment falls to 7.2 percent

Josephine County’s
unemployment rate edged
down over the month, fal-
ling to 7.2 percent in Octo-
ber. Josephine County’s
unemployment rate is little
changed over the past year,
up by 0.3 percent.

Non-farm payroll em-
ployment in Josephine
County showed a slight
over-the-year increase, up
by 140 jobs since October
2002. October payrolls
grew by 270, spurred by
seasonal increases in local
government education em-
ployment.

Manufacturing em-
ployment remained stable
over the month, and has
slipped by just 10 jobs
over the year, despite a
reduction of nearly 200 in
wood products manufac-
turing.

Wholesale trade em-

ployment rose sharply over
the month, adding 50 new
jobs. This sector has added
almost 100 new jobs in
Josephine County over the
year.

Job growth in the retail
trade sector has been an-
other significant contribu-
tor to the county’s positive
job growth rate.

Employment in retail
trade, while falling by 40
in October, has increased
by 270 jobs over the year.

Financial activities
employment fell by 20
jobs in October. The finan-
cial activities sector has
been bolstered by low in-
terest rates and a strong
real estate market over the
past year.

Employment in fi-
nance is up by 50 since
October 2002.

The leisure and hospi-

tality industries lost 80
jobs over the month and
nearly that many over the
past year.

In October, seasonal
hiring in local education
employment, increasing by
370 jobs, accounted for
most of the county’s
monthly gain.

Along with losses over
the year in the wood prod-
ucts sector, government
employment has also de-
clined in Josephine
County.

Employment in Octo-
ber was below the year-
before totals in federal (-
30), state (-40), and local
government education (-
150). Other industries
gaining jobs over the year
include construction (+20),
business services (+30),
and health care and social
assistance (+80).

Sen. Wyden votes to protect benefits

Sen. Ron Wyden (D-
Ore) has announced his
intention to block S. 1896,
a bill extending numerous
expiring tax provisions,
unless it includes an exten-
sion of unemployment
benefits for the more than
15,000 Oregonians who
would otherwise lose their
benefits in January.

Wyden said he hopes
the hold will pressure Sen-
ate leaders to include an
extension of benefits in the

bill, the last amendable
legislative vehicle the Sen-
ate will likely consider
before adjournment later
this week. Oregon’s 7.6
percent unemployment rate
is currently the highest in
the nation.

The current federal
unemployment benefit pro-
gram runs out at the end of
December.

From the beginning of
the current federal unem-
ployment program in

Record signatures for tax repeal

The citizen group leading the effort to repeal the
tax increases recently passed by the Legislature has
turned in a record number of signatures in a record
amount of time. More than 145,000 signatures were
submitted to the Secretary of State’s office on Nov. 25
by the Taxpayer’s Defense Fund, an Oregon-based
group. With the number of signatures provided, the
measure will likely qualify for the February election.

March 2002 until May
2003, two out of every
three unemployment insur-
ance recipients ran out of
benefits before they found
new jobs.

Legislation proposed
in Congress would only
extend benefits by 13
weeks.

This approach ignores
the long-term nature of
unemployment in the cur-
rent sluggish economy and
could penalize Oregon by
cutting off the states ex-
tended benefits after three
months.

Wyden also wants to
amend the current law -- a
provision known as
“lookback” -- so that 5,000
additional unemployed
Oregonians who would
otherwise lose their bene-
fits can continue to receive
benefits for 13 more
weeks.
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Rising Suns
an eclectic assortment of unique gifts
Monday through Saturday - 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
592-2430 &
2

146 S. Redwood Hwy.
Audrey Moore & Todd Johan, owners
e-mail: gifts@cavenet.com

CLEAR SPACES GALLERY

144 S. REDWooD HwY., CAVE JUNCTION 592-6833
FEATURING
FINE PHOTOGRAPHYAND ART GLASS
INCLUDING
GLASS BRACELETS *RINGS * WINE GLASSES
PHOTO CALENDARS * CARDS
GIFT CERTIFICATES * FORCING JARS

““) SIMPLY
THREADFUL

Sewing * Mending * Alterations * Quilt Tops
By Appointment
140 S. Redwood Hwy., Cave Junction
592-5209
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E‘? @Qifts for Rids
Easyas1-2-3
See us for Books & Creative Toys

CHII-D’S FPl-A%

140A S. Redwood Hwy., Cave Junction
10:30-5:30 Mon. - Sat.

592-4983

AN

ONE STOP SHOPPING!!!

Everything from Jewelry to Tools to Antiques to Toys
Storewide Sales UP TO 75% OFF
(Donations for CJ Cares - Drop here Christmas Eve)

(Cash or unwrapped toys are o.k.)

Monday - Friday: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. by appointment

DARN NEAR EVERYTHINGgEﬁ 4}

Treehouse Florist & Gifts 5"!

134 S. Redwood Hwy., Cave Junction 592-4188

A

opPen House and .
Specig] Event °F

Newly remodeled & ready for the Holiday Season

Friday & Saturday, Dec. 5 & 6 - 9a.m. to 6 p.m.
Book signing with John J. McLaughlin




