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While the expedition 

anchored at St. Charles, Mis-

souri, a small outpost a 

few miles upstream from St. 

Louis, on the Missouri River, 

t h e  c a p t a i n s  m a d e 

an important addition to the 

team.   

On May 16, the leaders 

added Pierre Cruzette to the 

corps.  This experienced boat-

man would be called upon 

several times to save the 

boats from total disaster.  His 

fiddle playing would also 

enliven the campfire and as-

tonish the natives along the 

long journey to the Pacific. 

The flotilla passed by the 

homes of Daniel Boone's 

family who occupied a region 

called Booneslick country 

and provided salt to the re-

gion.   

The next day in modern 

Franklin County disaster 

nearly struck the mis-

sion.  Towering limestone 

bluffs rose along the southern 

side of the river and at the 

bottom of the hill was a cav-

ern known as Tavern 

Cave.  Travelers had used this 

location for years to avoid 

heat, rain and other river ca-

lamities.   

In his journal Clark noted 

the cave, "was 120 feet wide, 

40 feet Deep & 20 feet 

high." 

The  two cap ta ins 

climbed the 300-foot bluff 

and walked out to the edge 

and examined the Missouri 

River swirling below.  Sud-

denly, Lewis felt his 

footing give way and in a 

second he was falling over 

the side.   

In his journal, Clark, in 

his understated manner, de-

scribed the outcome of the 

fall.  He noted Lewis, "Saved 

himself by the assistance of 

the knife and caught at 20 

foot."   

The impact of Lewis' 

death at this early stage of the 

expedition more than likely 

would have ended the affair.   

T h e  t wo  d e c i d e d 

not to mention the brush with 

death and effectively hid the 

incident from the men. 

There were other haz-

ards.  Late spring witnessed 

the Missouri River at full 

flood stage.  The banks were 

crumbling into the river tear-

ing large cottonwood trees 

away from their roots and 

sending them down stream 

aimed at the three boats.  Cur-

rents swirled and sandbars 

tried to suck the keelboat 

crosswise against the current 

and snap the vessel like kin-

dling wood to a sharp 

axe.  Clark called the stretch 

of river upstream from Tav-

ern Cave, "The worst I ever 

Saw." 

On May 25, the Corps 

arrived at the French settle-

ment of La Charette, consist-

ing of seven ramshackle cab-

ins.  Clark referred to it as 

the, "Last settlement of 

whites."   

While at the village the 

men quizzed the local 

hunters who had ranged as far 

upriver as present-day South 

Dakota. 

During the next few days 

sailing upstream the Corps 

met boats returning from 

trading with the Natives up 

North.  A few of the traders 

provided helpful information 

on the Native's language, 

trading habits and their cul-

ture. 

On May 27, the small 

party reached the mouth of 

the Gasconade River and 

established camp.  Much had 

been learned and a tragedy 

averted.   

But it was still very early 

in the journey. 

Dave Hinze is a profes-

sional historian and tour 

guide.  He leads tours and 

presents at conferences on 

Lewis & Clark, and other 

t o p i c s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o 

early American history, for 

the American History Educa-

tion Association.   

Reach Hinze at 1-800-

2 9 8 - 1 8 6 1  o r 
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